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=—— 4 To be studied in February, 1934 
sy The Home and Christian Living 


THE HOME AND /) 
‘| 


CHRISTIAN LIVING 6 





By P. R. and M. H. Hayward 


| 
rer M4 
LFELFELI ELIE LS | Price, 35c. Leaders’ Helps, 10c. 
| A delightful book showing the importance of Christian living by each individual 
in the home. It was primarily written for those who are rearing children or work- 
| ing with children, but the general reader will find ample material for Christian 
| thinking and growth. 

J 








CHAPTER HEADINGS: 


The Home in a Growing Life. The Growing Minds of Our Children. 
The Parental Dilemma of Guidance or Freedom. bi Rete = be agg oe 

; ; : _ astering the Use o oney. 
Keeping Pace with te Children’s Growth. A Variety of Experiences. 
Growth of Capacity in Leisure Time. The Family’s Religious Experience. 
Physical Soundness and the Growth of Life. Personal Religious Life in the Family. 


Dr. C. L. King, Pastor First Presbyterian Church, Houston, Texas: 

“The authors are parents who have actually faced the problems and questions dealt with in the book. The treatment of these 
problems abounds in common sense. The reader from the very beginning feels that he is following safe leaders. 

“The last two chapters on “The Family’s Religious Experience’ and ‘Personal Religious Life in the Family’ were prepared by 
Rev. Lewis J. Sherrill who is editing the series of Handy Books for Church School Leaders. These two chapters bear the marks 
of Dr. Sherrill’s well-trained and splendidly-balanced mind. They contain an explanation of Infant Baptism that many Presbyte- 
rians want and others need. What better thing could a layman do than make it possible for a pastor to place this book in every 
home in the congregation in which there are children?” 

Dr. Thos. W. Currie, President, Austin Seminary: 

“The entire Southern Presbyterian Church is to be congratulated in the privilege of studying the book, THE HOME AND 
CHRISTIAN LIVING, by the two Haywards. I know of no book which more nearly makes available in common parlance the 
things which people need to know about this important business of rearing a family. A great blessing will come to our Church 
if a proper use of this book is made.” 

Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden, Pastor Napoleon Ave. Presbyterian Church, New Orleans, La.: 

“Increasingly we are realizing the importance of the first few years of a child’s life. Thoughtful parents are seeking def- 

inite guidance in the vital task which is theirs. To them I would commend a little book called THE HOME AND CHRISTIAN 


LIVING, by P. R. and M. H. Hayward, with two new chapters by Dr. Sherrill, of the Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 
It is clear-cut, sane, positively helpful.” 


Send all orders to 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Ark.-Texas 


CALENDARS FOR 1934 
The Whole Church at Prayer in 


Behalf of the Whole Church Work | GIFT CALENDARS 


One of these inexpensive and appropriate art 
calendars will insure a full year of kindly 
thoughts. 





—— This desirable end can only 
be achieved by each member’s 
praying daily for the leaders, 
organizations, and institutions The Christian Servic alendar 
of the Church. To make this C . S eC 
possible the General Assem- 











First of all, a splendid wall calendar with large figures. 
Second, thirteen softly beautiful pictures of Bible scenes in 























bly has authorized the annual om. ~~ oaere. Third, a selected Scripture text for ate 
r i day. ‘ourth, titles and golden texts of the Internationa 
preparation of the Sunday School lessons for 1934. Fifth, Christian ew 
> > ar topics for Junior and Senior societies. The calendar is equipp: 
The Churc h Calendar with a cord for hanging. One of our best items. Price, 30c. 
of Prayer Four copies for $1.00. 
The Official Prayer Manual of the 
1904 Presbyterian Church, U. S. The Art Pad Calendars 
In this manual will be ee gee , a a rane 
P ‘ . oer : pad of 52 leaves, a week of dates on each leaf, 
. found the names of workers a warm friendship literary selection. Printed in two col- 
in every church activity, at home and abroad, ors. The cover is decorated with a_ beautiful landscape 
with their positions and places of work; titles ron - colors. Tied with silk ribbon and in attrac- 
and locations of church institutions, and officers tive box. Size, 6x8 inches. Price, 50c. 


CALENDAR OF FRIENDSHIP. 


and leaders in the several Executive and Promo- CALENDAR OF THE SUNLIT ROAD. 


tional Committees. In addition to these, there 





are numerous beautiful and inspirational prose SMALL SIZE: 
and poetry selections. At the end of the book A pad of 27 leaves, each carrying two weeks of dates and 
will be found a schedule of daily devotional Scrip- a similar to the above. Size, 38%x5 inches. 
tural selections, and other materials for worship. FAVORITE CHEER CALENDAR. 

Price, 15c. (If quantity is ordered to be mailed FAVORITE FRIENDSHIP CALENDAR. - 
to separate address, add 3c per copy for postage.) FAVORITE CALENDAR OF BIBLICAL QUOTATIONS. 


Send all Orders to 
PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Ark.-Texas 
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Helps For Studying International Sunday School Lessons 
THE EARNEST WORKER 
We are convinced that there is no better help than this, our 
own monthly magazine for Teachers of the International Sunday 
School lessons. In addition to the lesson material, each issue 
carries from 12 to 16 pages of articles on subjects relating to 
ARBELLS the Church School and religious education generally. Single sub- 
scription, $1.00 a year. Quantity orders to Sunday Schools, 80c¢ 
EACHERS) [LS 227" 
GUIDE - TARBELL’S TEACHER’S THE TEACHERS’ GUIDE. 
idual BY-MARTHATARBELLLITTD GUIDE. By Martha Tarbell. James R. Kaye. $9 
idua _Explains difficult points, This is a new, fresh and gen- 
vork- gives complete outline of each uinely helpful treatment of H 
stian K lesson, and comments from the International Sunday 
NI well-known writers. In each School lessons. Dr. Kaye is 
lesson sections are given to also the author of the most ex- 
: “Lights from Oriental Life,” cellent helps found in ‘The 
“The Historical Background,” and “Geographical Background. New Analytical Bible.” The Teachers’ Guide carries the Au- 
Departmentalized treatment is given to the lessons for In- thorized Version of Scripture, with the American Standard 
termediates, Seniors, Young People, and Adults. Price, $2.00. changes, as given in the text of the ‘‘“New Analytical Bible.” 
This new Guide consists of nearly 400 pages of comments, 
THE GIST OF THE LESSON : illustrative material, pictures, maps, etc. Price, $1.50. 
Contains brief expositions of the International Sunday 
School lessons for the year. Pocket size. Price, 35c. 
SNOWDEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. By James H. PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES. By Ames R. Wells. 
Snowden. A logical and practical help for complete preparation of 
Outlines the lesson and explains it topic by topic. Always the lesson, for teachers and pastors. A full verse-by- -verse 
these brief, striking, and to the point. Each lesson closes with a explanation of the Scripture lesson text. Includes pictures, 
group of thought-provoking questions. Price, $1.35. maps, charts and suggestions for research work. Price, $2.00. 
2 Order from PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION Richmond, Va. ox Texarkana, Ark.-Texas 
sbyte- & 
stp ste Caines eee Buy Christmas Seals 
FIRE AND TORNADO INSURANCE 
AND Saving 20 per cent to 30 per cent in Premium Cost. 
. Also—Dwellings, Furniture and Automobiles of 
; Ministers and Church Members. 
35 Years Successful Operation Proves The Sound- 
def ness of Our Specialized Methods. 
TIAN Features: 1. Assessment Plan Not Used. 2. 
inary. Premium Payable Annually. 3. Prompt Settlement 
of Losses. 4. FULL LEGAL RESERVE. 5. State 
Supervision Same as Other Companies. 
Get Our Estimate—Costs You Nothing. 
For Application and Further Particulars, Address 
a GEORGE. P. MAGILL, D. D., Supt., 
Presbyterian Department, National Mutual Church 
Insurance Company, 
175 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 
) DAILY COMMUNION 
art By Samuel McPheeters Glasgow ris ma 
ndly For each day of the year Dr. Glasgow has se- 
lected a brief Scripture passage, with a devotional 
comment on the passage, followed by a verse or 
two from the beloved old hymns of the Church. Vee in 
At the end of the volume there is a chart to 
ures guide those who wish to read the Bible through 
es in in a year, also a large group of references for = 2 
each selected daily readings. Price, $1.00. : ; om oe : v4 
ve Send All Orders to wy ‘ 
ipped Presbyterian Committee of Publication 
, 30c. Richmond, Va. or Texarkana, Ark.-Texas e £ u e ir Cc u 0 8S é 
*t Give Last Christmas ! int 
s ou VLOUIdn ive Mary Baldwin} 
with . ; — 
Bre “Join the church? NO,” said Sherrill didn’t know until see College - = 
eae the racy, collegiate Connie. her wedding day that her Established 1842 
; Then real, old-fashioned husband-to-be was unfaith- 
love and a stricken con- ful! Could she trick him A fully accredited four- 
science stepped in. Would into marrying the other year college with a back- 
the handsome Seagrave girl? A story of unself- ground of culture, tradi- 
hate her when he knew? ish love to encourage tion, and scholarship. 
- and What a book to delight and gladden Christian A. B. degree, Courses 
ches. your Christian friends hearts at Christmas. Get in Art, Music, Dramatics, 
at Christmas! Only $2. it today! Only $2. Commercial subjects, and 
Journalism. 
v WwW : @) K S B Y Student body limited to 
sus 3 N E = o 250. Write for catalogue. 
GRACE LIVINGSTON HILL L. WILSON JARMAN, 
sident 
NOW ON SALE AT YOUR BOOKSTORE PUBLISHED BY LIPPINCOTT, PHILA. Pa le 
eae we voeenmaat 
















































































































Fine Bibles at 50% Reduction! 


Here, indeed, is a golden opportunity to buy Bibles at straight half-price as long as our pres- 
ent limited stock lasts. They are beautiful books and we expect them to go quickly. Do not 
wait, or you will be disappointed. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 


All of these high quality books are printed on genuine India paper. They have overlapping covers, 
round corners, red-under-gold edges, center references, and they were printed from new plates. 


COMPENDIUM BIBLES: 


These books are equipped with a “Bible Students’ Compendium and Dictionary,” with names of _ber- 
sons, places, cities and articles mentioned in the Bible, and full meanings and explanations are given. 
Twelve pages of maps in colors, with complete index. 


EMERALD TYPE 
Size, 45¢x6% inches. 
E1—French Morocco, cloth lined 


Be—reresan Morseso, Ignteer Baet.................-................ - 5.75 2.90 
E4—Brown Ostrich leather, leather lined____._.________---_______________ 6.00 3.00 
E5—Black Persian-grain leather, leather lined____.___________-___-_-______ 7.00 3.50 
E6—Niger (Maroon) leather, leather lined___________-_________-___-_-~_ 7.50 3.75 
ee 8.25 4.15 


MINION BLACK-FACE TYPE 
Size, 454x714 inches. 
M1i—French Morocco, cloth lined 


ed eeedt led ce-ce sini ss eine sieht nived tataptrei ante sodipinan tania 5.00 2.50 
Me—Peruan Moreces, leather fned.._._....._......_._.___.__ ee 6.50 3.25 
M4—Brown Ostrich leather, leather lined____- Se See 7.00 3.50 
M5—Black Persian-grain leather, leather lined to edge___._____________ 8.00 4.00 
gE EO ere ee ee ee 7.75 3.85 
OS EO eae eee eee ee eee 9 4.6 


REFERENCE BIBLES: 
These Bibles have the center references on each page, and also a full quota of maps in colors at back. 
Original Price Reduced Price 
401X—Black-face Minion type, brown leather, leather lined, size, 5x734__ $7.00 $3.50 
404X—Black-face Brevier type, brown leather, leather lined, size, 534x6% 8.00 4.00 
CONCORDANCE BIBLES: 
With references, full concordance, subject-index, and maps in colors. 
Original Price Reduced Price 
202X—-Clear Emerald type, French Morocco, leather lined, size, 454x7 inches $6.00 $3.00 
205X—Black-face Minion type, genuine Persian Morocco, leather lined, 


Bh ali RR rere ae ected a erie ar 7.50 3.75 
207X—Black-face Brevier type, fine Persian Morocco, leather lined, 

ey, ek pee PE eee eae eee eee 7.50 3.75 
209X—Black-face Brevier type, real Morocco (dark blue), leather lined, 

ven, ee RE Day a SL 9.00 4.50 
210X—Black-face Brevier type, French Morocco, linen lined, size 434x7 

8 BN: hte EE ee eee as 6.00 3.00 


TEACHERS’ BIBLES: 
Full teachers’ helps, references, concordance, sub‘ect-index, and maps in colors. 


= Original Price Reduced Price 
322X—Black-face Minion type. The famous Bagsters’ teachers’ helps. 
Bound in French Morocco, leather lined, size, 474x514 inches $6.00 $3.00 


IMPORTANT.—Make first and second choice, as some of these numbers will be quickly exhausted. 


Send orders to Richmond Store only 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Va. 
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Enclosed is $ 


The Gift That Lasts 





THE PRESBYTERIAN 
SURVEY 


“+ 481+ 
Such a gift will give pleasure through the entire year 


MERRY l 
CHRISTMAS: An attractive card of greeting will be sent 


ALLS WELL with each gift 


for which please enter Christmas Gift subscriptions to 


The Presbyterian Survey for one year. 


Send to 





Street or R. F. D. 
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Street or R. F. D. 
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Send to 
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Street or R. F. D. 
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Box 1176 


Subscription Price 





$1.00 each one-year subscription 


Fill out the blank above and mail at once 


Richmond, Va. 
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What Has Christmas Cost You? 


E ARE told that, at the opening of the Chris- 

\¢ tian era, Christmas, now a time of joy and 

of goodwill, was a season when Christians 
paid in blood and tears for the privilege of witnessing 
to their love for Jesus Christ. 

By oraer of the wicked emperor, Diocletian, hun- 
dreds of Christians, who were assembled for the cele- 
bration of the advent of Jesus Christ, were shut behind 
barred doors and windows, and a torch set to the 
building. ‘Their bodies were indeed “a living sacri- 
fice.” The pagan world was determined to wipe out 
this faith in Jesus Christ, and the celebration of 
Christmas was one of the charges brought against 
Telesphorus, who suffered martyrdom in the reign of 
Antoninus Pius, A. D. 138—139. 

Today, far from opposing the celebration of the 
day, the pagan world, pressing so close about our very 
doors, is trying other tactics and joins in the cele- 
bration with revelry and mirth, exploiting it with high- 
pressure salesmanship, and with the commercializing 
of friendship and of love. 


“When carols breathe like incense through our furs, 
And jeweled stars on Christmas trees arise, 

The Child, crushed faint by thronging worshippers, 
Behind a thousand counters droops and dies!” 


Expensive gifts for loved ones and for friends, some- 
times far beyond our real ability, and, for the One 


1“Christmas Shopping,” by Mary Jennes, in Woman’s Press 


whose birthday we profess to celebrate—what? Some- 
where our marking of the day has gone far awry. 

What did Christmas cost the Father’s heart? 

“God so loved the world that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son.’”’ You fathers and mothers of only sons, 
here is a feeble gauge for you to use in estimating 
what Christmas cost our Heavenly Father. 

What did Christmas cost the Son? 

On that glad night for earth when all the angels 
sang together, he emptied himself of his glory and 
humbled himself to be born of a virgin, to lie in a 
manger, to grow through boyhood into manhood tied 


.to lowly tasks, to walk our dusty, weary, world ways, 


to die upon a cross on Calvary. 

How close are Bethlehem and Calvary! We find 
this thought phrased for us in a little poem,* “Decem- 
ber Twenty-Fourth.” 


“Tomorrow you are born again 
Who died so many times. 

Do you like the candle-light, 
Do you like the chimes? 


“Do you stop to wonder 
Why men never see 

How very closely Bethlehem 
Approaches Calvary?’ 


What did Christmas cost the Son? 
What is Christmas costing you? 


2“December Twenty-Fourth,” by Eleanor Slater, in The Christian Century. 








THE JOY GIFT this Christmas Season is for the Cause of Ministerial Reltef 
It is an endeavor on the part of our Church to help our own agency 


THE COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL 
RELIEF 


To Meet the Just Obligations of the Church for Benefits Received 


Please read ‘the following article, “No Short Cut to the Kingdom of God.” 
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What Has Christmas Cost You? 


E ARE told that, at the opening of the Chris- 

\¢ tian era, Christmas, now a time of joy and 

of goodwill, was a season when Christians 
paid in blood and tears for the privilege of witnessing 
to their love for Jesus Christ. 

By oraer of the wicked emperor, Diocletian, hun- 
dreds of Christians, who were assembled for the cele- 
bration of the advent of Jesus Christ, were shut behind 
barred doors and windows, and a torch set to the 
building. ‘Their bodies were indeed “a living sacri- 
fice.” The pagan world was determined to wipe out 
this faith in Jesus Christ, and the celebration of 
Christmas was one of the charges brought against 
Telesphorus, who suffered martyrdom in the reign of 
Antoninus Pius, A. D. 138—139. 

Today, far from opposing the celebration of the 
day, the pagan world, pressing so close about our very 
doors, is trying other tactics and joins in the cele- 
bration with revelry and mirth, exploiting it with high- 
pressure salesmanship, and with the commercializing 
of friendship and of love. 


“When carols breathe like incense through our furs, 
And jeweled stars on Christmas trees arise, 

The Child, crushed faint by thronging worshippers, 
Behind a thousand counters droops and dies!’ 


Expensive gifts for loved ones and for friends, some- 
times far beyond our real ability, and, for the One 


1“Christmas Shopping,” by Mary Jennes, in Woman’s Press 


whose birthday we profess to celebrate—what? Some- 
where our marking of the day has gone far awry. 

What did Christmas cost the Father’s heart? 

“God so loved the world that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son.” You fathers and mothers of only sons, 
here is a feeble gauge for you to use in estimating 
what Christmas cost our Heavenly Father. 

What did Christmas cost the Son? 

On that glad night for earth when all the angels 
sang together, he emptied himself of his glory and 
humbled himself to be born of a virgin, to lie in a 
manger, to grow through boyhood into manhood tied 


.to lowly tasks, to walk our dusty, weary, world ways, 


to die upon a cross on Calvary. 

How close are Bethlehem and Calvary! We find 
this thought phrased for us in a little poem,* ““Decem- 
ber Twenty-Fourth.” 


“Tomorrow you are born again 
Who died so many times. 

Do you like the candle-light, 
Do you like the chimes? 


“Do you stop to wonder 
Why men never see 

How very closely Bethlehem 
Approaches Calvary?’ 


What did Christmas cost the Son? 
What is Christmas costing you? 


2“December Twenty-Fourth,” by Eleanor Slater, in The Christian Century. 








THE JOY GIFT this Christmas Season is for the Cause of Ministerial Relief 
It is an endeavor on the part of our Church to help our own agency 


THE COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL 
RELIEF 


To Meet the Just Obligations of the Church for Benefits Received 
Please read ‘the following article, “No Short Cut to the Kingdom of God.” 







































(We ask the members of our Church to ask themselves, as they read this article, not only what would the 
world be like without the Church, but, where would the Church be without our ministers?) 





FIND that with the passing of the years the convic- 
tion has been maturing in my mind that the quiet, 
commonplace, unexciting life of the Church day by 

day is the most important single fact in the world at 
any time. Merely by existing the Church renders the 
world a service which cannot be assessed by any com- 
mon measurement. By its existence, and that alone, 
it sets up and keeps up 


“A mark of everlasting life 
Above the howling senses’ ebb and flow.” 


By simply existing, the Church is a perpetual reminder 
that man shall not live by bread alone, but by the 
word that cometh forth from the mouth of God—and 
that is the most important single piece of information 
that a man of flesh and blood can ever hear. 


But to this you have to add a hundred ministries 
performed by the Church, day by day, week by week, 
year by year—ministries of prayer and spiritual quick- 
ening, of education and illumination, of mutual help 
and fellowship, of moral rescue and social reclamation, 
of compassion and healing. Because these ministries 
are mostly performed quietly and unostentatiously, they 
do not come to the attention of the man in the street; 
and he is apt to suppose and to say that the Church is 
not worth its keep. Yet let all these ministries cease, 
and other ministries with them, ministries of social 
improvement, of philanthropy and the like, which have 
their spring in the Church and derive their inspiration 
from it: let these ministries cease, and what would the 
world, do you suppose, be like? 

Not very long ago, a Finnish intellectual and rebel 
lay in a hospital dying. His hand had been heavy 
against the Church; but one day, the Archbishop 
Sergius heard of his plight and went to visit him. 
The man was deeply touched by the visit and pondered 
it long and deeply. A little later he wrote to a friend 
about it: “From this I realized how much warmer the 
Church is than merely worldly people en masse. Sin- 
cerer, heartier, more placable, more forgiving. . 
And I threw myself on the Church: the Church, the 
only warm, the last warm place on earth. The Church 
is the only poetic, the only profound, thing on earth 
. . . What would the world be like without the Church ? 
It would suddenly lose its meaning and grow cold.” 
And so it would. Mr. Bernard Shaw knew that when 
he said that if we abolish the Church today, we shouli 
have to set it up again tomorrow. 


Yet for all that, the Church does not outwardly cut 
a very impressive figure in the world: and it is a 
continual complaint and criticism of it that it palpably 
fails, as we say, to “measure up to its job.” It should, 
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however, be remarked, that this condition is inevitable. 
The Church is doomed to wear a certain aspect of in- 
efficiency. The contrast between the magnitude of its 
task and the inadequacy of its means; the contrast be- 
tween the splendor of its ideal and the heavy intract- 
ability of the material with which and on which it 
works, which is raw human nature, never more than 
partly redeemed; the contrast between the long race 
that is set before it and the handicap under which it 
labors, namely, that it is made up of frail, fallible folk 
like you and me—all this condemns it to the appear- 
ance of being always sadly behindhand with its task. 
That is one reason, and the chief reason, why the 
Church has always seemed so disappointing to the 
idealist in a hurry; why it is always so easy a target 
for the criticism of the eager reformer; why people who 
are in love with the future grow impatient with its 
seeming failures and bid it mend its ways. 

Now, to a good deal of this criticism the Church 
must plead guilty. But having done so it is entitled 
to point to one circumstance which should never be 
forgotten. Our friend, Dr. Kagawa, has been recently 
saying again and again that his work for peace is a 
long-term undertaking. You have, he tells us, to teach 
people to live and to work together before you can 
get whole peoples to do so. And he is palpably right. 
The work of the Church in like manner is a long-term 
undertaking. The redemption of humanity has to be 
accomplished piece by piece. There is, says Francis 
Thompson, 


“é 


ee ed. no expeditious road 
To pack and label men for God 
And save them by the barrow-load.” 


There are no short cuts to the Kingdom of God. Jesus 
was tempted at the outset of his ministry to use the 
traditional expedients of the worldly-minded—he was 
invited at the temptation to use the expedients of 
bribery, sensationalism and coercion, the familiar box 
of tricks of the hustler and the go-getter. But he 
put them aside one after another. He knew that his 
way must be the way of unwavering faith in God and 
in the spiritual nature of man, of quiet rationality and 
of unyielding love—as Dr. Oman has put it, “The 
way of God’s rule in however few, and the patient en- 
durance of love, however long.” To the worldly wis- 
dom of his day Jesus did not present a picture of effi- 
ciency; for he deliberately chose the longer way round 
rather than any specious short cut. For, having truth 
of spiritual insight, he knew that in the affairs of 
man’s soul the longest way round is the quickest way 
there—RicHARD Roperts, D. D., New Outlook 
(Canada). r 
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Every Man in His Own Tongue 


By the REV. ERIC M. NORTH, Ph. D., D. D. 


This article is from the introduction to a new edition of the popular 


brochure “Specimen Verses” pub- 


lished for distribution at the Century of Progress Exposition, 


OW many languages can you name without 
H consulting a reference book? You will be 

doing well if you can name fifty. Here in 
America, we do not realize how manifold are the 
languages of the world, because all over this great 
country and our northern neighbor, Canada, one 
language is almost universally spoken. 

Yet, there are 935 languages and dialects into 
which at least some part of the Bible has been trans- 
lated. Every continent, every country, and multi- 
tudes of the islands of the sea are represented. Yet, 
there are hundreds of languages more in which no 
Scripture has yet been translated, and still more 
that have as yet only one or two Gospels or less. 

There is no other book that has 2 
been translated into so many 
languages. Probably “Pilgrim’s 
Progress” comes next; but it is 
far behind. Why is it that the 


sediteee 


y ee 





Bible has been so translated, and how has the work been 
done? 
THE BIBLE, THE Book oF MANKIND 
The answer to the first question is twofold: First, the 
Bible is the book of mankind. No other book speaks so 
directly and universally to men of every race and civili- 
zation. In this it reaches beyond the Hebrew and Greek 
world in which it came into being, and speaks to all. 
Men of Africa, of Asia, of the high Andes, and the re- 
mote islands, men civilized and uncivilized, have read 
or heard its pages and have said, ‘How does this book, 
know what I am like; what my thoughts and feelings 
are!” It is the book of mankind. But it is more than 
this. It is the book of God for mankind. As men read 
its pages, as they think of what they find it saying to 
their hearts, they find that it is more to them than a 
record of human experiences, vividly and deeply told. 
It is a record of human experiences with God, and 
through its pages they find God speaking to them. From 
it statesmen, heroes, martyrs, saints 
and humble ordinary folk, set about 
with all the perplexities and hardships 
of life, have heard God’s voice in coun- 
sel, in comfort, in rebuke, in command, 
in encouragement, in hope. The Bible 
has been translated again and again, 
because it is the book of God for 
mankind. 
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THE MorieR TONGUE 


The second reason for so many translations lies in 
the fact that truth—especially ‘truth of the heart and 
life—reaches us only dimly through a foreign lan- 
guage. Almost invariably, it is in our mother tongue 
that our deepest thoughts are formed. There un- 
doubtedly are many in America who use English con- 
stantly in daily speech, but who, when they come to 
pray, use the language of their childhood—their very 
own. If the book of God for mankind is to be free 
to reach men’s hearts, it must be translated into their 


mother tongues. “Every man” must have this book 
“in his own tongue.” 


TRANSLATION IN Earty Days 


Thus, those who have placed on them responsibility 
for proclaiming the gospel—the Good News found in 
the Bible—have sought to translate and publish it in 
the languages of the world. In the early days, the 
translators faced often bodily peril. Wycliffe, with 
his associates the first translator of the whole Bible 
into English speech, was persecuted during his life- 
time, and after his death condemned as a heretic and 
his bones dug up and burned. William Tyndale, the 
translator and publisher of the first printed English 
Testament, was executed by strangling and burned at 
the stake. His last words were, “Lord, open the King 
of England’s eyes’—a prayer that the Scriptures might 
freely circulate in his native land. Nearly four cen- 
turies later, King George V, a successor of the king 
for whom Tyndale prayed, said of the English Bible, 
a large part of which to this day is still in Tyndale’s 
own words: 

“It is my confident hope, that my subjects may never 
cease to cherish their noble inheritance in the English 
Bible, which, in a secular aspect, is the first of the 
national treasures, and is, in its spiritual significance, 
the most valuable thing that this world affords.” 


REDUCING A LANGUAGE TO WRITING 


Yet, though today the risks are less, they still re- 
main in unhealthy climates; and the patient but 
glorious drudgery continues. Often the translator’s 
task is first to produce a written language. Differ- 
ences in sounds which almost escape hearing must be 
caught and given appropriate letters; an alphabet must 
be formed; spelling and grammatical construction dis- 
covered; word list started. Imagine yourself sur- 
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rounded by people whom you could not understand, 
and who cannot understand you, and think how long 
it would take you to learn their speech without dic- 
tionary, grammar, or even alphabet. Some languages 
are pronounced with “clicks” or “stops”; in some 
the same syllable may mean six different things de- 
pending on the tone with which it is spoken. Some 
produce complex ideas by tacking on several suffixes; 
others by heaping up prefixes; some add both; in some 
the order of thought is almost the reverse of that in 
others. Thus the translators’ task in reducing a lan- 
guage to writing is one of long, patient, and skilled 
work. 
Tue Task OF TRANSLATION 


Then comes the equally difficult task of finding the 
exact meaning of words, and words that fit the passage 
of the Bible being translated. One translator reported 
that it was three years before she found the right 
words for “throne” and for “holy.” Another paid a 
few pennies for every new word that was brought to 
him, in the hope of finding better words. Once made, 
the translation of the first book—usually a Gospel— 
must be tested in use. Often it is reviewed by a group 
of experienced workers, missionaries, and natives. Once 
the text is in substantially final form, it is printed, 
usually by one of the Bible Societies. Then, often 
years after the first start, it is set free to do its 
marvelous work among the people. 

By far the greater number of translations have been 
made by missionaries, with the help of selected na- 
tives. Some—usually the revisions in the major lan- 
guages—have been by committees of national and mis- 
sionary scholars. 

At the time that this is written, 173 languages pos- 
sess the whole Bible, 191 more have only the New 
Testament, 481 more have Gospels or other Portions 
(at least a single book), and ninety have Selections 
only. 

In the major languages of Europe, the Bible is pub- 
lished not only by the Bible Societies, but also by 
commercial publishers. But outside of northeastern 
Europe, Great Britain, the British Dominions, and the 
United States, the world is dependent, with very rare 
exceptions, upon the Bible Societies for the supply of 
Scriptures; and even in these lands multitudes would 
not possess the Bible, if it were not for the widespread 


and persistent work of the Societies during the past 
century. 


Note:—Our own Presbyterian Church, U. S., works through the American Bible Society, to which is allotted 


by the General Assembly, 1% of the benevolent receipts. If you are interested in this great work, find out what 
your individual church is doing and add your contribution to the fund. 


Our Cover Picture 


“The Adoration of the Magii,” in the Pitti Gallery, Florence, is almost 
the last surviving painting of the great Italian artist, Gentile da Fabriano. 
Living from 1370 (?) to 1450, he marked the transition from the primitives, 
who knew nothing of perspective, to the Renaissance painters such as 


Raphael and Leonardo. 


His beautifully studied pictures sparkle with 


gold and colors like jewels, and his figures are animated. This picture is 
characterized by a simplicity of devotion which should mark our worship 


of the Christ Child. 








Building Family Worship 


AM inclined to believe that no matter what kind 
of religious program is carried on in the church 
or community by members of a family, if there be 
no regular, inclusive opportunity each day for unifying 
the home life of that family around some kind of 
prayer experience, the spiritual resources of that home 
are in peril. There is no family rite or duty that more 


such tenderness as the old hymns of the church. Where 
reading of the children is in its early stages, even a 
few stumblingly-read verses by a child will bring a 
thrill to the household. Special objects of prayer 
whispered in father’s ear or audibly requested makes 
the whole prayer an occasion for alertness in following 
its petitions. 


involves the leadership of men than that of family 
worship. When it fails, more often it is due to the 
father than any other member of the household. 

No moral triumph in a home equals the actual de- 
liberate setting up of a family altar which through 
neglect and coldness has dropped out of the family 
regime. To start again the calm sweet influences of 
this prayer moment in a busy family life is to renew 
all the fountains of its spiritual life and to give lib- 
erty and joy to the conscience that perhaps has long 
been burdened. Family prayers should be spontaneous 
and simple rather than formal and routine. All this 
is in harmony with standards of dignity and reverence. 
Children and young people resent rigidity and in- 
flexibility in any family experience. Farmily prayers 
should be for them an occasion of directed freedom 
and personal cooperation. Where children and parents 
sing, nothing weaves into the abiding memories of life 


The sorrows of the neighbors or some tragedy of 
wider meaning that burdens the minds of all should 
be recalled in family worship. The pastor of the 
church and the Sunday-school teachers, the missionary, 
the children of the poor who are hungry, men who are 
out of work, and the whole gamut of human need, as 
life brings it to us, should be prayed for. And when 
these needs are voiced in simple language, the prayer 
welds all hearts into one. 

So many of our public prayers move off into the 
realms of the infinite and the abstract. They deal 
with great doctrinal truths and facts whose reality we 
take for granted but whose touch with daily life is 
hard to objectify. The concrete situations of spiritual 
need and the intimate, personalized thoughts of God 
all work to bring out the values of the family altar 
in a day of great spiritual need—WiLL1AM CHALMERS 
Covert, D. D., in The Presbyterian Advance. 








Gnto Gs a Son Is Given 


Given, not lent, 

And not withdrawn—once sent, 
This Infant of mankind, this One, 
Is still the little welcome Son. 


New every year, 

New born and newly dear, 

He comes with tidings and a song, 
The ages long, the ages long; 


Even as the cold 

Keen winter grows not old, 

As childhood is so fresh, foreseen, 
And spring in the familiar green. 


Sudden as sweet 
Come the expected feet. 
All joy is young, and new all art, 
And He, too, Whom we have by heart. 
—ALICE MEYNELL. 
Copyright by Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
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THE PROTESTANT CHURCHES AND THE 
INDUSTRIAL CRISIS 


By EpMUND B. CHAFFEE 
The Macmillan Company, New York. Pp. 243. $2.00 


This is an important book. It deals with the great- 
est problem that now confronts the Protestant Church— 
the attitude of the Church to industrial questions and 
situations. The author is the pastor of Labor Temple, 
in New York City, and is a worthy successor to Dr. 
Charles Stelzle. One of the very interesting chapters 
in the book is an account of the work being done by the 
Labor Temple. Since Dr. Chaffee comes into such close 
contact with the industrial situation, his book comes 
from a heart and mind aflame for social and industrial 
justice. He looks to the Protestant Church for help 
in the solution of the difficult industrial problems that 
loom up everywhere in our nation. It seems to me he 
has the right to look to the Church for guidance. 
There is a practical side to the Christian religion that 
should not be overlooked, and this practical side is 
far wider than personal conduct. We have here a 
book that every intelligent Christian would do well to 
read and ponder. We may not agree with the author’s 
position, but we must be honest enough to face the 
problems laid at the door of the Church by the present 
industrial crisis. It is not enough to lean on an his- 
toric position, there must be a reason that satisfies the 
thought of our day and time. The Church of Christ has 
certainly some word that will guide the industrial 
world into a more Christian system than it now has. 
We cannot claim the authority of Christ for a system 
that results in so much of inequality and suffering. I 
hope this book will have a wide reading with fruitful 
results.—John C. Siler. 





THE MEANING OF RIGHT AND WRONG 
By RicHarp C. CABOT 
Professor of Social Ethics, Harvard University 
Price, $3.50 

All readers of Dr. Cabot’s former book, What Men 
Live By, will welcome another book from the same 
author, though one of a very different style and con- 
tent. In setting forth the purpose of this new book, 
Dr. Cabot meets the criticism, “Why write another 
book on ethics,” by saying, “Because our generation 
faces new events and new ideas bound to support, de- 
stroy, or modify the current beliefs about right and 
wrong.” In his thinking, Dr. Cabot is decidedly anti- 
Freudian. 

The basic assumption in this discussion of the mean- 
ing of right and wrong seems to be that each human 
being must make an agreement with himself, according 
to his desires and needs, to grow into the fullness of 


life for which he was created. Whatever breaks this 
agreement by destroying, retarding, or perverting such 
growth is wrong. Whatever strengthens this agree- 
ment by permitting or promoting such growth is right. 

In support of this basic assumption, the author builds 
a strong, interesting, helpful, though somewhat pro- 
longed, ethical s udy of— 

A—Right—its principles, applications and integra- 
tions. 

B—Wrong—so strongly intrenched because of our 
proneness to self-deceit. 

C—Implementation—presenting ethical laws, their use 
and misuse, and certain natural ethical brakes and 
tractors. 

D—The Supermoral. 

The book abounds in practical, as well as idealistic 
illustrations from art, music, ] terature, science, espe- 
cially the science of medicine, which is the author's pro- 
fession. 

The following quotations will give some idea of the 
writer’s style and thought: 

On Progress. “Progress is like walking on two legs, 
because it contains both a static and a dynamic factor. 
One foot must be static while the other moves and so 
prepares for a new position. The dynamic leg cannot 
move without the support, the push, the balance, and 
the security of the static leg. One foot must stand 
pat. It must be conservative so that its fellow can be 
radical.” 

On the Greatest Moral Force. “Many of us sincerely 
believe that it is our families and our friends who are 
responsible for any success we attain in the business 
of decent living. I know but one force that can exalt 
us still more. When religion is centered in a personal 
relation which surpasses even friendship in intimacy, 
and is not subject to its separations, its misunderstand- 
ings, and its misleadings, we reach, as in Christianity, 
the mightiest star to which our wagon can be hitched 
and to which it can be rehitched as often as it comes 
loose.” 

Our Need for Reflection—Four-Way Reflection. “The 
driver of a motor car in traffic is expected to keep 
himself informed not only of what is in front of him, 
but of what is behind him, and on each side. From 
moment to moment a sensible decision as to speed and 
direction depends on foreseeing the consequences of 
any move, consequences to himself and to others. In 
making up our minds what we ought to do next, as 
judged by what we desire on the whole to do, we 
should look around us and imagine the consequences 
of turning to the right, of turning to the left, of stop- 
ping, or of speeding ahead. Hence, the metaphor of 
‘four-way reflection’ which means considering the future 
in the light of the past and remembering the other 
people concerned.”—A. B. B. 





Paruanenag 


NARCISSA 





Beginning with the next issue of the Survey, Narcissa T. Shawhan will 
be seen at the microphone broadcasting her useful parliamentary points 
under an attractive vignette. 

Mrs. Shawhan is a well-known Southern woman, who has devoted many 
years to the study and teaching of Parliamentary Law, and has lectured and 
taught classes all over the South. Her books are accepted by leading schools 
and colleges. Mrs. Shawhan was a private pupil of General Henry Martyn 
Robert, author of “Robert’s Rules of Order Revised,’ and has been a mem- 
ber of the faculty at Montreat, N. C., and at many state Auxiliary Training 
Schools. She is an associate faculty member of Alabama College, where 
for nine years she has instructed elementary, advanced, and normal classes. 


in Parliamentary procedure. 
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“Go, Get Us Some Mail” 


HAPLAIN,’ said the Colonel to me one day,” 
so Dr. John McSween, of Presbyterian Col- 
lege, Clinton, S. C., relates an experience in 

France during the World War—“ ‘our men have been 

without any letters from home for two months and their 

morale is going to pieces because of it. Take my car 
and chauffeur, go to division headquarters and get us 
some mail.’ The Colonel gave no further instructions, 
no information as to where division headquarters might 
be found, what roads to take—he only gave the com- 
mand, ‘Go, get us some mail.’” The chaplain saluted, 
took the Colonel’s car and 
chauffeur and set out on roads 

“somewhere in France” to get 

the mail and to bring back 

courage and hope to homesick 
soldiers in a strange land. He 

did it. 

And thinking of how much 

a letter may sometimes mean, 
we seem to hear in this De- 
cember month, when we keep 
the festival of his birth, the 
voice of One like unto the 
Son of Man—the White Cap- 
tain of our souls—saying to 
us in a voice of command, 
“Go, get us some mail.” That 
Son of Man who looks down 
with his compassionate eyes on 
the five hundred and forty 
homes on the rolls of Minis- 
terial Relief, and is afflicted 
with them in all their afflic- 
tions—that Son of Man whose 
eyes watch with the ministers SS 
and widows and fatherless 

children as they watch for the 

postman to come down their 

street. 

What is a letter? This is 

what it can be according to 

the inscription on the Post 

Office Building in Washing- 

ton: “Messenger of Sym- 

pathy and Love; Servant of 

Parted Friends; Consoler of 
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the Lonely; Bond of the Scattered Family; Enlarger 
of the Common Life.” 

Did you ever wait and long for one certain letter? 
And did you ever, disappointed one day, go to bed at 
night, praying, “Dear Father in heaven, if it be thy 
will, send me good news tomorrow’? And have you 
ever watched for the postman, making all sorts of ex- 
cuses for going to the door or the window? Have you 
ever with beating heart, waited until the postman has 
gone down the walk before you looked in the box— 
lest he should see your anxiety? But there is no let- 
ter, just a paper or an adver- 
tisement. Well—there is to- 
morrow-—perhaps—God grant 
it—the letter will come to- 
morrow. Or—if the letter has 
come—-are you afraid to open 
it? Do you, as many a mis- 
sionary in foreign lands does, 
when the home mail comes in 
—kneel down and pray before 
the letter is opened? Because 








of what may be in it, you see. 

This word we send you, 
“Go, get us some mail,” is 
not for just any body or every- 
body. It is for those only 
whose first allegiance is to our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, for those who have 
vowed to follow this White 
Captain of our souls where- 
ever he may lead and call us. 
To you who own this alle- 
giance, comes this word, “Go, 
get us some mail.” But not 
the kind that these servants 
of Christ’s have had to get six 
times in less than two years. 
“Tt is with deep sorrow and 
regret,” they read through 
dimming eyes, “that owing to 
the steadily-falling receipts 
from the churches, the Com- 
mittee has been forced to make 
another cut on all appropria- 
tions.” Cut after cut—and 
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yet it is not the morale of these aged and disabled min- 
isters, the widows and the crippled and incurably ill 
on our rolls that has broken down. For they—on less 
than sixty cents a day for a family—are still thanking 
the Heavenly Father for the sixty cents—still mindful 
of the common life—praying down blessings on the 
Church they served and love. 

They still thank God and take courage. It is the 
Church’s morale which has broken down! Falling 
receipts, staggering debts, few professions of faith. We 
hear much in these days of “the lost radiance of the 
early Christian Church.” But can we even expect 
any of that lost radiance to illumine us again until 
we remember once more—“the Inasmuch of Jesus Cru- 
cified” ? 

“Go, get us some mail” for these 205 disabled and 
aged ministers; for these 287 widows; these forty-nine 
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little fatherless children; these forty-nine other orphans, 
crippled or incurably ill; these ten lay missionaries 
from home and foreign fields, now laid aside from 
service. 


If you, through the Joy-Gift offering for Ministerial 
Relief, will go get us some mail—the letters will come 
in to us by train and boat and airplane—and they 
will go out at once to these five hundred and forty 
homes. And the wistful eyes of widows, looking down 
the street, fatherless children waiting by the roadside 
for the rural delivery carrier—the old minister sorting 
his mail with trembling hands in the small-town post 
office—will look and not be disappointed. And the 
eyes of the Son of Man will be looking too. 


They looked unto him and were lightened: 
And their faces were not ashamed. 





Joy—1933 


And Nehemiah . 


. and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all 


the people, This day is holy unto the Lord your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when 
they heard the words of the law» Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat and drink the sweet, 
and send portions unto them for whom nothing is piepared; for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither 
be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lord is your strength—Nehemiah 8:9-10. 


HE Jewish people had been passing through a 

great National Depression. Under the leader- 

ship of a practical patriot a great emergency proj- 

ect had been carried through by the codperation of 

individuals; until at last the country was beginning to 

breathe normally again and to take heart for the fu- 
ture. (Have we ever seen a similar happening?) 

And then their leaders brought them to take a moral 
inventory. (Just suppose that were to happen today!) 
The people heard the Law; and, measuring themselves 
by that standard, they found plenty to discourage them. 


But their leaders desired only a wholesome soberness, 
not a morbid remorse; so they encouraged the people 
with the advice quoted above. Twenty-five centuries 
have passed, and the advice is still sound as a recipe 
for keeping “holy-day.” 

“The joy of the Lord!” If there is one day which, 
more than any other, is associated in the minds of 
Christians with the idea of joy, that day is the birth- 
day of the Lord Jesus. Is there a message of joy for 
the Year of our Lord Nineteen Hundred and Thirty- 
Three? Can we make the “holiday” a “holy-day”? 


“Go your way, eat the fat and drink the sweet’”’— 
This means innocent, wholesome amusement and good 
time; notice, too, that it is social and family pleasure. 


“And send portions to them for whom nothing is 
prepared”—Not just giving but sharing of our own 
good with those less fortunate. May we expand the 
verse to include sharing not only of material things, 
but of our time, our homes, our selves? And may it 
include also the Joy Gift which we share with those 
members “of our own household,” the old or disabled 
ministers and missionaries of our Church and their 
families. These are protected by no “code”; rising 
prices are only a calamity for these “for whom nothing 
is prepared.” 

“For this day is holy unto the Lord’—This puts 
the Christian motive into our giving. It is the cup of 
cold water given in his name that is blessed. 

“Neither be ye sorry’—Oh, yes, the world is full 
of conditions to sober us and make us think seriously 
and humbly. Yet we are not to over-emphasize these, 
nor are we to be discouraged by them. 

“For the joy of the Lord is your strength”—The joy 
of the Lord, you notice: it grows out of our trust in 
him; and it is an unselfish, and therefore serving joy. 
“Your strength’’—it relaxes all our tensions that grow 
from fear and selfishness; and inspires us with a 
buoyancy for our work. 

So may we keep Christmas, 1933, as a holy-day; 
and so may we find the “joy of the Lord.” 





Bethlehem Alwap 


O happy if the mystic star 
Once more hangs sparkling in your sky; 
If childhood be not yet too far 
To light the imaginative eye; 
And, hugging your poor gifts through shame of them, 
You find your wandering way to Bethlehem! 





Ah, happier still if through the year 

You keep the mystery then revealed, 
The love-birth and the holy cheer 

Of life redeemed and discord healed. 
Then shall your heart be Bethlehem alway, 
And every day you live be Christmas Day. 
—P. J. Fisher, in The British Weekly. 














THEY HAVE SPENT ~ 
THE ENERGIES OF LIFE 


FIN TELLING OTHERS 
OF THE CHRIST CHILD 


REMEMBER THE JOY GIFT IN DECEMBER 


AGED MINISTER 








For Secretaries of Christian Education 


and Ministerial Relief 


You will find in this number a suggestion for a 
poster which you will want to hang, early in Decem- 
ber, in a conspicuous place in your church vestibule. 
An early issue in December of both The Christian Ob- 
server and The Presbyterian of the South, will have 
the picture of the old minister shown on the poster. 
Advertisements in the magazines will furnish the other. 
Perhaps this poster will suggest others to you which 
will help to bring home to the heart of the church, this 
Love Centre of its work—Ministerial Relief. 

Your plans for the Christmas season are probably 
already far on their way, but we are reprinting in 
this issue of “The Survey” the list of the Christmas 
programs and playlets which are available. You will 
make it clear that the Joy Gift for Ministerial Relief 
is a cash offering from the entire Church family—the 
“gold” which we bring as an offering to Christ our 
King. Other gifts of clothing, food, books, toys, candy, 
fruit, may be used for the needy of your own congre- 
gation and community or of your Orphans’ Home. 


Read the Prayer for the Solitary in this issue of “The 
Survey,” then look about with your own “imaginative 
eye” to see if there are not some solitary ones who 
should be Christmas guests in Christian homes on 
Christmas day. 


And then—last and most important—ask the united 
prayers of the men, the women, the young people, and 
the children of the church for the Joy Gift and all the 
plans which are being made to make this coming 
Christmas season a time of great joy and gladness 
throughout our entire Church. Then the joy gift of 
each heart in thanksgiving for the gift of Jesus Christ, 
our Saviour, will be gathered together as a great treas- 
ure and poured out at the feet of the Little Child of 
Bethlehem. “For this day is holy unto our Lord; 
neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” 

And as workers together for this great cause, like 
Tiny Tim, we pray, “God bless us every one.” 








AQ Christmas Prayer for the Solitary 


Lord God of the solitary, look upon me in my loneliness. 
may not keep this Christmas in the home, send it into my heart. 


Since I 
Let not 
my sins cloud me in, but shine through them with forgiveness in the face 


of the Child Jesus. Put me in loving remembrance of the lowly lodging 
in the stable of Bethlehem, the sorrows of the blessed Mary, the poverty 
and exile of the Prince of Peace. For his sake, give me a cheeful cour- 
age to endure my lot and an inward joy to sweeten it. 


Purge my heart from hard and bitter thoughts. Let no shadow of 
forgetting come between me and friends far away; bless them in their 
Christmas mirth and hedge me in with faithfulness that I may not grow 
unworthy to meet them again. 


Give me good work to do that I may forget myself and find peace in 
doing it for Thee. Though I am poor, send me to carry some gift. to 
those who are poorer, some cheer to those who are lonelier, since they 
have not known the friendship of Jesus. Grant me the chance to do 
kindness to one of his little ones and light thou my Christmas candle at 
the gladness of an innocent and grateful heart. 


Strange is the path where Thou leadest me, but let me not doubt Thy 
wisdom, nor lose Thy hand today. Make me sure that the Eternal Love 
is forever unveiled in Jesus, Thy dear Son, to save us from sin and soli- 
tude and death. Teach me that I am not alone but that many hearts join 
with me through the silence while I pray in his name: Our Father who 








art in Heaven.—Henry vanDyke. 
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Christmas Materials 


(Send three-cent stamp for sample copy, except 

when otherwise stated.) 

“They Presented unto Him Gifts,” by Katharine A. 
See—the Church Christmas pageant. 

“Gifts for the King’”—Young People’s playlet. 

A Sunday-school Program—Printed in the October 
“Survey.” 

“Who Are These ?”—in the December Program Builder. 
Send 10 cents to Box 1176, Richmond, Va., for 
a copy. 

Junior Program—send 5 cents in stamps to 410 Urban 
Building, Louisville, Ky., for a copy.. 

Three-Minute Talks—Printed in December Program 
Builder; or may be ordered from 410 Urban Build- 
ing, Louisville, Ky. 

Auxiliary and Circle Programs—write to Committee on 
Woman’s Work, Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, 
Ga. 

Program for the Men-of-the-Church—write to Dr. J. 
E. Purcell, Box 1176, Richmond, Va. 








































































































These Veterans Do Not 


Summer before last a friend remarked jokingly, 
“Just suppose the Church’s veterans were to march on 
Louisville and demand a bonus!” 


The very idea might cause a nightmare—if the Min- 
isterial Relief office did not know how fantastic it is. 
For the Church’s veterans do not do such things. 


They do not demand—though often there is an 
anxious tone in their letters: “I don’t see how we can 
manage with another cut.” 

They do not demand—they pray. Even when they 
are discouraged, they look to an all-powerful Father. 
And there come to our office letters that are psalms 
of trust and thanksgiving and unselfish prayer. 


They do not demand—nor should veterans need to. 
We, your Committee, do not demand; we do not like 
even to ask. Yet for their sakes we must ask. 

But God commands. ‘Even so hath the Lord or- 
dained that they which preach the gospel should live 
of the gospel.” (I Corinthians 9:14.) 
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The Faces in the Background 


On catching sight of that lovely painting, the Sis- 
tine Madonna, the eye is first held by the Child, the 
central point of the picture. The Child and his 
mother; and then, about them the worshipping saints 
and angels. But the picture changes! Dimly, and 
then more clearly, the whole background is seen to con- 
sist of child faces, little members of the heavenly host. 

So it is with Christmas. At the center is the Child, 
bringing heaven and earth together in his incarnation. 
Hovering about him are the other figures of the Christ- 
mas story, the mother, the worshippers, the angels. 
But this picture, also, changes. Out of the shadows 
other faces peer, some of these, too, the faces of little 
children. Who are these “cloud of witnesses” who 
come before our eyes at this holiday time? They are 
the faces of “the least of these,” his brethren, who, 
except for us, will not know the joy of Christmas. 

Can we look on the Child, and then overlook these 
other faces? 
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Ch ristmas Glow 


This lovely message came to us last Christmas from 
a minister’s widow, the mother of four little children, 
to whom we had sent a special gift, from some Chris- 
tian friends: 

“We are each and every one grateful to you and 
to the ones who made this gift to us possible. I know 
that loving hearts and hands were back of it; and I 
like to think the glow from their Christmas candles 
and bright holly berries was somehow linked up with 
the brightness in the eyes of these four little children. 
And I know that the glow and light of love and fel- 
lowship touched my heart when I received my gift, 
with tears in my eyes and a prayer in my heart for 
the giver. But I should not attempt to express my- 
self, but say, ‘I thank you!’ ” 

Wouldn’t you, too, like to cast some of this “glow” 
into these darkened homes; and then to find it re- 
flected again in an added gleam from your Christmas 
candles ? 





The Road to Bethlehem 


By MILDRED WELCH 


a4 OW is your Bethlehem fund growing, Sid- 


ney?’’ asked the minister’s sister who was 

visiting in the country manse for the Christ- 
mas season. “I haven’t heard anything about it for 
some time, but with the low steamship rates and the 
many tours which are being arranged for ministers, 
your dream should be at least in sight.” 

Sidney looked uncomfortable and felt more so. “I’ve 
not been adding to it for some time, Janet. 
the truth, I have given up the idea for the present, 
other things having come to seem of more importance.” 

‘And to whom did you give the money? You would 
never have given up your boyhood’s dream of seeing 
the Holy Land except under some strange compulsion. 
What was it?” 

“Well then, since there’s no chance of concealing 
anything from you—I have given the Bethlehem fund 
away. Yes, there was quite enough and I had planned 
to go this next summer. But while I was on my vaca- 
tion, I happened to be in the same house with another 
minister. He was not old but broken in health, and 
he had had to give up his church because of failing 
eyesight. He had no children, his wife was dead. 
The kindness of a friend had made it possible for 
him to spend the month in the mountains but the 
amount which he receives each month from the min- 
isters’ relief fund only provides clothing and a room 
and board in the most modest homes, leaving books and 
papers—anything of food for the spirit, anything of 
brightness or beauty—to be added by kind hearts and 
charitable friends. He made no complaint, indeed his 
was the reconciling spirit in a houseful of guests of 


To telli 


divergent tastes and aims. But one guessed from the 
look in his eyes that he knew sorrow’s crown of sor- 
rows—the memory of happier days, when he himself 
had been independent and able to give sympathy and 
help to others. I could not stand it, Janet, to be plan- 
ning a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, when here at my 
very side was a brother beloved whom Christ would 
have me help. So I sent the Bethlehem fund to the 
Committee a few weeks ago, asking that it be used, to 
supplement the amount sent this man each month—as 
a special gift from an unknown friend. And would 
you believe it, Janet, Bethlehem has seemed nearer this 
December than ever before. So that if I may not go 
to Bethlehem nor ever see that loved land of hills and 
valleys that drinketh water of the rain of heaven— 
then perhaps in some way I know not of, Bethlehem 
will come to me!” 

And it happened on a certain day that the minister, 
having thought much in that December month of Beth- 
lehem, and having longed with a great longing to see 
the little town so far away wherein the Saviour was 
born, and having preached to his people throughout 
the month of the love of God so exceeding great in 
giving his only Son, and having sung the songs of 
Bethlehem till all the countryside rang with their 
melody, went to the woods in the later afternoon to 
make ready his Christmas sermon. 

The short December day was wearing to a close as 
he sat down on a fallen tree and looked out to a rim 
of hills behind which the sun had already gone down. 
But all the sky was aglow with its radiance and all 
the ground about him golden with the last light of the 
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departing day, and in the softly-deepening dusk he 
thought upon Bethlehem. 

What happened? He could never tell. Was it a 
vision or a waking dream? He did not know. But 
even as he thought upon these things a hand touched 
him and a voice said: “Corse with me and I will guide 
thy steps to Bethlehem.” And behold a Shining One 
stood by him and his face seemed familiar even as the 
face of one he knew. And he asked, ‘Who art thou?” 
And the Shining One replied: “I am thine angel. 
Hast thou not read, “Take heed that ye despise not 
one of these little ones, for I say unto you that their 
angels do always behold the face of my Father which 
is in heaven’? I am thine angel and often have I 
been near thee when least thou thoughtest it. But I 
am now sent to lead thee to Bethlehem, that little town 
which thy heart hath so desired to see.” 

And all at once they were upon a road in another 
country far distant. Yet the young man felt that he 
had been there before, that the people in their bright 
flowing garments, the shepherds leading forth their 
flocks, the wedding processions on the roads, the almond 
trees with their pale pink blossoms, the gray-green 
olive trees, the head of Hermon in the clouds far away— 
he had known and seen them all, long ago. 

As they drew near to Bethlehem, the Shining One 
said: “We are come to the tomb of Rachel.” And 
they stood there for a space. And he remembered how 
it was written, “And Jacob served seven years for 
Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for 
the love he had to her.” And he said to the Shining 
One, “What meaneth this?” And the Shining One 
answered: ‘I am come to show thee the meaning of 
the little town of Bethlehem, for the meaning of that 
town is Love. Here thou seest the pure love cf man 
for woman. It, too, is the gift of God, for all pure 
love is of God.” 

And they went farther and rested in a field near 
unto Bethlehem, and behold it was the time of harvest 
and the reapers were in the field. And he saw a 
maiden gleaning after them yet she followed not with 
the other maidens but alone. And he saw that now 
and again, she rested, and with her hand shading her 
eyes, gazed a long time to where the highlands of Moab 
shimmered in the haze of the midsummer heat, far 
away. ‘Why deth the maiden look so wistfully away 
beyond Jordan?” he asked. And the angel said: 
“This is Ruth the Moabitish maiden, who for love of 
Jehovah and his servant Naomi, left her land and her 
kindred and her father’s house. Rememberest thou 
not her words? ‘Entreat me not to leave thee, or to re- 
turn from following after thee: for whither thou goest, 
I will go; and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God, my God. 
Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: 
The Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught but 
death part thee and me.’ 

“But can a woman forget her land and her father’s 
house and her mother who bore her? ’Tis for this 
she looketh often to the hills of Moab, remembering 
the days of her childhood and her father’s house. This, 
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too, teacheth thee that the meaning of Bethlehem is 
Love. For even as the Lord called the child Samuel, 
so he called Ruth, and she was not disobedient unto 
the heavenly vision but went, in after time, with 
Naomi, into the land of Judah that she might become 
the far-off mother of the Promised One. So is it with 
all those whom the Lord thy God calleth. They hear 
his voice, and for the love of God they leave all else 
to follow and to cleave to him only.” 

Then they went farther and he saw the white houses 
of Bethlehem on the hill, and the gate of the city. 
And the Shining One said, “Wait.” And as they 
stood, behold he saw a band of men, and in the midst 
of them, one tall and of a kingly countenance. And 
the sun shone on his ruddy face and his fair hair. 
And he saw that three of the men, the strongest and 
bravest, broke away from the rest and ran up the hill 
to the gate of the city and fought there with the men 
who would keep them from the well of water which 
is beside the gate. But they prevailed to draw the 
water from the well, and the three came back bringing 
the water to David. For they had heard him say, 
“Oh, that one would give me drink of the water of 
the well of Bethlehem that is at the gate!” 

And the Shining One said, “Here, too, thou seest 
that the meaning of Bethlehem is Love, and thou re- 
memberest who it was that said: ‘Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.’ ” 

But now the angel touched him and said, “Come, 
for the hour draweth near when he that should come 
will come.” And he brought him to another field 
and it was night. And in the clear light of the stars 
he saw the city on the hill, but in the field below were 
shepherds keeping watch upon their flocks. And as 
they waited there he saw the heaven brighten with a 
great glory of shining ones, and all the field about 
them shone with a strange and beautiful light. But 
the shepherds were affrighted. Then he heard an angel 
say: “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be unto all people.” 

And suddenly the sky was full of the bright wings 
of the host of heaven, and he heard the sound of voices 
singing, “Glory to God in the Highest!” And the 
sound of it was as the voice of many waters, and a 
melody such as he had never heard, and it filled all 
the sky and the earth with music till heaven and earth 
were one. 


And the Shining One said: “Behold the love of 
God in that he gave his only begotten Son. Come let 
us go after the shepherds even unto Bethlehem.” And 
he led him through the gates of the city, and he saw 
that there was no room for the Child in the inn. Then 
they came to the stable wherein was a manger, and 
he saw there Joseph and Mary with the Child and he 
fell on his knees and worshipped. 

When he had seen all these things, the Shining One 
led him forth again and said: “Look now into the 
sky.” And he looked and behold a Star, and it moved 


(Continued on page 729) 
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Gentle Mary laid her Child 
Lowly in a manger; 

There He lay, the undefiled, 
To the world a stranger. 
Such a babe in such a place, 
Can He be the Saviour? 
Ask the saved of all the race 

Who have found His favor. 


Lowly in a man 


From The Hymnal. 





Gentle Mary laid her Child 


He is still the undefiled, 
But no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, 
Beautiful the story; 

Praise His Name in all the earth, 
Hail the King of Glory. 


—Joseph Simpson Cook, 


the Presbyterian Board of Christian Education. 
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Angels sang about His birth, 
Wise Men sought and found Him; 

Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 
Glory all around Him. 

Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 
Heard the angels singing; 

All the plains were lit that night, 
All the hills were ringing. 


ser; 


Used by permission of 








The Little Christ Child 


66 OW, mother, the story first,” said the boy, 
tugging at her arm, “and then our candles 
and the song.” ‘The mother sat on a stool, 

the boy on the floor beside her, while the father, lean- 
ing back in a deep arm chair, held the small girl in 
his arms, and they gazed for a space into the depths 
of the flickering flames. Within the room, firelight 
and candle light and heart’s ease—outside, snow and 
cold, a bitter wind, and the long, dark reaches of the 
forest. 

“Long, long ago,” she began, “it was Christmas Eve 
in a great city, and the snow, coming down in feathery 
flakes, covered all the ground with its blanket of white. 
The shops were full of glittering toys and gifts and 
games; of sleds and skates and books; of clothes and 
Shoes and caps; of fruits and eandy and bread and 
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cakes. Bright lights shone everywhere and the streets 
were filled with hurrying throngs crowding and jostling 
each other as they passed, their arms piled high with 
bundles. But there were others in the crowd, whose 
arms were empty, whose coats were ragged, who stood 
in the snow outside the beautiful windows and gazed 
wistfully at the treasures within. 

“The shop windows glittered and sparkled and 
twinkled with lights and changing colors; the windows 
of bakers and of eating places showed counters laden 
with all manner of tempting foods and threw the most 
entrancing smells out upon the winter air. And it was 
at these places that those, whose arms and pockets were 
empty and whose broken shoes could not keep out the 
snow, lingered longest, as though, by merely smelling 
these delightful odors, they hoped to ease their hunger. 
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“Yes, it was Christmas Eve, but the crowds seemed 
not even to see a child who went in and out among 
them. Now and again some woman looked down to see 
the golden-haired boy going past her, barefooted in the 
snow, clad only in a little blue woolen tunic. At times, 
some working man out of a job, standing before a 
bakery window, would-catch a glimpse of a small face 
at his elbow, looking in, too; sometimes a group of poor 
children, gazing into a window filled with toys, would 
see the strange child among them, but he only smiled 
at them and was gone. 

“Once the child opened the door of a bakery and 
went in, but a clerk spoke roughly to him, ‘Out! No 
room for you here.’ Again he went into a shop whose 
windows were hung with children’s gay sweaters and 
warm coats and caps. But here, too, they ordered him 
out. ‘No coat for you here. Move on.’ 

“And the child went out and wandered up and down 
the streets, but most of the people did not even see 
him, and those who did were so busy with their own 
affairs that they could not possibly be bothered now. 
Then the child came to the residence part of the town. 
Several times he went up the steps of comfortable 
homes and looked through the brightly lighted win- 
dows. But the children gathered about the Christmas 
trees cried out when they saw him, ‘Go away, little 
beggar boy!’ and at another place a man looked up 
from his dinner, and, seeing the small face at the win- 
dow, frowned angrily and waved him back. So he 
turned off the avenue and came at length to a tall, 
old house in a mean street, and stopping there, looked 
up to a window on the top floor. For in the window 
he saw a candle flickering and behind it he saw a 
child’s face. The strange little boy followed with other 
people into the house and up the stairs, till he came 
to a long, dark hall at the top and stood outside a 
closed door. Within a child’s voice said, ‘Mother, do 
you think the little Lord Jesus is out in the cold to- 
night?’ ‘I hope not, dear, but that is the old story 
German mothers tell their children—that each year 
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on Christmas Eve the little Christ Child comes back 
to earth again and goes up and down the world to 
see whether even yet there is room in any heart for 
him, and where he finds any heart’s door open to him, 
there he comes in to stay.’ 

“Then the child in the dark outside knocked gently 
at the door. The woman listened. ‘I almost thought 
I heard someone at the door,’ she said, ‘but this old 
house is full of queer noises. God grant there’s no poor 
child out in the storm.’ Once again the child out- 
side in the dark tapped at the door. The woman 
opened it and, looking down, she cried, ‘Why, little 
one, what are you doing out on a night like this?’ and, 
stooping, she lifted him in her arms and carried him 
over to the fire burning in the grate. ‘Come, Peter,’ 
she said to her own small son, ‘and help me warm his 
hands and feet; they are blue with cold.’ 

“The boy stood by her and looked with wondering 
eyes at the child in his mother’s arms. ‘You must 
be frozen,’ he said, as he covered the little cold hands 
with his own. The child did not answer, but he smiled 
at the boy and his mother, and suddenly a strange 
warmth of gladness filled their hearts. The room was 
a clean, bare little room, and the sewing machine was 
heaped with the shirts on which the woman had been 
working. A small table spread for the evening meal 
had been drawn up to the fire. Wittle branches of 
pine and cedar, which Peter had picked up on the 
streets, were banked on the mantle shelf, a bunch of 
holly hung in the window, the Christmas candle burned 
in a broken candlestick. 

“*Ffe can have my plate and cup, mother,’ said the 
boy, ‘and you will give him my supper; I don’t need 
it, and anyway, I’d like him to have it. Oh, mother, 
he is so lovely, couldn’t he stay with us always?’ 
Again the child, who seemed only a little younger than 
Peter himself, smiled at the boy and his mother, and 
though they were very poor and had nothing of which 
to make a Christmas feast, they no longer wondered 

(Continued on page 729) 





Junior Program 


Hymn—‘Silent Night, Holy Night.” 

PRAYER. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and other business. 

SELECTED CAROL. 

SCRIPTURE READING—Matt. 2:1-12. 

THREE-MINUTE TALK to the Juniors on Ministerial 
Relief. 

Carot—“God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen.” 

Story—‘The Little Christ Child.” 

PRAYER. 

Carot—“The First Noel.” 


NOTE FOR JUNIOR LEADERS 
Send a five-cent stamp to Dr. Henry H. Sweets, 410 
Urban Bldg., for a copy of a Christmas program on 
Ministerial Relief, showing how this cause can be pre- 


sented to the Juniors as an attractive project for 
December. 

Make it clear to the boys and girls that the Joy Gift 
offering is a cash offering—the “gold” of the Wise 
Men’s gifts. Other gifts of clothing, food, fruit, candy, 
and toys, may be brought for the children of your own 
community or for your orphans’ home. 

We suggest that, for the Three-Minute Talk on Minis- 
terial Relief, the leader read the article in this issue of 
“The Survey,” headed “Go, Get Us Some Mail,” and 
that she tells the Juniors that in the 540 homes under 
our care there are boys and girls just their own ages, 
and that we are sending these homes less than sixty 
cents a day for food and rent and fire and clothing— 
for everything. Tell them too, of the old ministers 
who have given thirty and forty and fifty years to 
telling others of the Christ Child, and that through 
our Joy Gifts we can send them some mail which will 
make them very happy and bring joy to the Saviour’s 
heart because we are following in his steps. 
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Che Spirit of Christmas 


Praise Him, His gift is perfect and complete. 
Praise Him, bow down and worship at His feet. 
Praise Him, lift up your heart, be glad, rejoice. 


Luke 2:10, 11 
John 4:24 
I Thess. 5:15, 16 


Praise Him, give thanks, raise high in song your voice. ! Thess. 5:18 


Trust Him, when you want courage for your task. 
Trust Him, what’s best He gives, of that you ask. 
Trust Him, when burdens are heavy to bear. 
Trust Him, and place on Him your every care. 


Praise Him, ’tis Christmas. 


Phil. 4:13 

| John 5:14 

| Peter 4:12, 19 
| Peter 5:6, 7 


Trust Him, ’tis Christmas. 







Serve Him, tho’ task be small ’tis not in vain. 
Serve Him, do well your part His honor gain. 
Serve Him, with loving deeds each moment fill. 
Serve Him, and seek to do His sovereign will. 





Matt, 25:21 
John 12:26 
Col. 3:17 

I John 3:23 


Serve Him, ’tis Christmas. 


Sarah Lee Qimmons 





Whose Was the Hand? 


(A Message to each Auxiliary Member from the Executive Committee of Christian Education and 


Ministerial Relief) 


AVE you not noticed in reading the gospel stories 
a how often it was that Jesus touched with his 
his own hands the troubled ones who came seek- 
ing his help? And how much it must have meant to 
them to feel those hands upon them! To the leper— 
outcast from mankind—‘“And Jesus put forth his hand, 
and touched him, saying, I will, be thou clean.” To 
Peter’s wife mother, sick of a fever—‘‘And he touched 
her hand, and the fever left her.” To the little 
daughter of Jairus—‘And he took the damsel by the 
hand, and said unto her, Damsel, I say unto thee, 
arise.” To the two blind men following him—“Then 
touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith 
be it unto you.” To the widow of Nain and to him 
who was the only son of his mother—‘‘And he came 
and touched the bier... . And he said, Young man, 
I say unto thee, Arise.”” Oh, those tender, touching 
hands of Jesus! 
Maurice Baring tells this story of a poor Russian 
child on whom he happened one bitter night. The 
boy was sitting on the muddy ground with his back to 
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the wall, weeping his very heart out. When asked 
the cause of his grief, he said that he had been sent 
to the shop to buy some oil, had paid for it and 
started for home, when he had stumbled and spilled 
it—and now—once more the child’s anguish swept 
over him. “How much did it cost?” asked Baring. 
“Five kopeks,” sobbed the little boy. ‘Oh, that’s all 
right,”’ said the other, “here are ten, go get some more.” 
And the child rose to his feet, lifted up his eyes-— 
not to Baring but to God—and made the sign of the 
Cross! To that boy, Baring was merely the hand of 
God outstretched to him in his need. 

We think so often of that little story as we read 
the letters which come to our office from the ministers 
and the widows on the rolls of Ministerial Relief. The 
checks, small as they must now be, and far apart 
as they are now, always seem to come at a time of 
great need, and there is an instant recognition that 
behind the hand that writes the check is the Heavenly 
Father’s outstretched hand and ever-watching care. 

There was no money with which to buy the twelve- 











724 


year-old boy a suit. The next day a check came 
“T used to think,” wrote the mother, “that things like 
that just happened.” 

“I do appreciate this special gift,” wrote another 
widow. ‘The Lord certainly does provide for me 
when I get in a tight place. Something always comes.” 

“T know there was joy in heaven,” writes an old 
minister, “because of this gift and the letter which 
reached me on the birthday of our Lord and Master.”’ 

“T am resolved to be to Jesus Christ,” said an old 
saint, “what a man’s hand is to a man.” And Christ 
has no other hands now but our hands with which 
to reach the troubled and distressed. And if those 
pierced hands of Jesus are ever to reach and touch with 
healing and with joy these aged and disabled min- 
isters and the wives who have shared with them the 
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burdens of a life-time of service; if those loving hands 
of Jesus are to bring joy this year to the homes on 
our rolls where there are widows with many little 
fatherless children to care for; if those tender hands 
of Jesus are to bring joy this year to the incurably 
crippled and ill on our rolls; if those compassionate 
hands of Jesus are to bring joy this year to the brave 
and uncomplaining lay workers whose health gave way 
in service on home and foreign fields—it will be only 
through our hands that his hands can reach and touch 
them. 

Some one has said that there is great joy and inspi- 
ration to be found in the consciousness of belonging 
to some noble order. Will you and I not find a 
never-fading joy and gladness in belonging now and 
forever to the ORDER OF CHRIST’S HANDS? 





Counsel Corner 









































CONCERNING CORRESPONDENCE 


O THE office of the Committee on Woman’s Work 
T come a variety of letters, and many of them the 

Committee would like to share with others. This 
cannot be done, but we do want to share with you some 
of the encouraging and challenging messages that have 
come to us recently. Quite a few of the letters have 
expressed appreciation of the September Loyalty pro- 
gram. The following is one of many such expressions: 
“Our Loyalty meeting was a grand success. The pro- 
gram which you prepared for this meeting shows that 
much time and thought had been put into it. I hope 
every Loyalty meeting will rally the Cause Secretaries 
to their Cause ’cause there seems no better time for this 
than the Loyalty meeting.” 


Looking forward to the December programs on Min- 
isterial Relief, one secretary of this cause writes: “Our 
Church challenges the loyalty of each of us during 
December to give to Ministerial Relief, and yet some 
do not seem to know what it is all about. We are 
looking to the Committee on Woman’s Work to make 
our program so appealing that our auxiliary offering 
will be the largest ever made. In our auxiliary we 
plan to give, through our circles, a ‘Christmas stock- 
ing’ to each auxiliary member in which to place her 
‘Joy Gift’ to be brought to the auxiliary meeting, as 
you suggest. We are asking that you send us —~__--_- 


copies of the ‘Joy Gift’ flier. We shall put one of 
these in each of the stockings that every woman may 
know to what Cause her gift is going, and may know 
the need.” 


And this comes from one woman who longs that 
Christ may not be taken out of Christmas: “It seems 
we have almost lost the meaning of Christmas—that 
Christ is about to be left out, and that instead of 
Christmas we have Xmas, a time when we seemingly 
celebrate our own birthdays and get rather than give. 
Let’s try to give Christ first place this year.” “Jnas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, 
ye have done it unto me.” 


Here is a word of challenge to the Committee on 
Woman’s Work, as well as a word of praise, greatly 
appreciated: ‘‘You have no idea how closely every 
program you send out is followed, which makes your 
responsibility greater, it seems.”” Then follows a re- 
quest that the December program carry suggestions out- 
lining in detail plans for making the offering to Min- 
isterial Relief. We believe this secretary will not be 
disappointed in the plans for both circle and auxiliary 
December programs. 


No one type of message, perhaps, is more encourag- 
ing than that which tells of some good work that has 


been “put over” by an auxiliary leader. Such a mes- 
sage was that which we received in the morning’s mail: 
“Just to tell you how proud you would have been of 
, our presbyterial president, had you sat in 
on her coaching conference. There was a good attend- 
ance from churches in this district, and everyone so 
interested in what she told them, and she did it in a 
very impressive way. She knew her subject, she was 
enthusiastic about it, she was depending on the Un- 
seen—and she was just her own attractive self.” 
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@ Christmas Meditation 


“THERE Was No Room” 


An age-old story is the record that we find in these pathetic words, “There was 
no room in the inn.” Can we think of the tragic loss to the inn, to the inn-keeper, 
to the guests of the inn, because there was no room for the Holy Family of Nazareth. 
What immediate, permanent, and universal fame would have come to the inn; what 
honor, satisfaction, and blessings to the inn-keeper; what peace, joy, and love to 
the guests of the inn. All of these were missed because there was no room for the 
Son of Righteousness, the Saviour of Men. 

Why do we center our thoughts on this sad picture from our beautitful Christmas 
story? Is there any message for us today from this thought? Have we ever found 
a place where “there was no room” for him in our daily lives? Does he have entrance 
into each room of our hearts—our social rooms, our reading rooms, our conversa- 
tion rooms? ‘Truly the Master is today seeking entrance to every room of every 
heart, but even yet he has found in our lives places where “there was no room” 
and in some of the children of men, whole hearts where “there was no room’’ for 
him. To us who have opened our hearts to him, he is appealing for full entrance 
that he, through us, might find entrance into the hearts of others who do not know 
him. 

There are three things which we who are Christians might do with God’s 
greatest gift of love, even Christ. We might give him first place in our lives, giving 
him full entrance to every room of our hearts. We might neglect him, by keeping 
back the keys to some of the rooms of our hearts and giving him only part entrance. 
Or we might entirely forget him and be oblivious to the fact that he has ever had 
entrance to our hearts. Surely nothing could be worse than for us who know him 
to forget him. As the childen of Israel were nearing the Promised Land—the land 
of plenteousness—God gave to them a warning which seems to be one greatly needed 
by God’s people at the Christmas season. The warning was “Beware lest thou for- 
get the Lord.” Can it be that we who are his own, who bear the very name of the 
One whose birthday we celebrate, need to be so warned? Can it be that we may 
forget him Who is the center of Christmas, and whose Spirit makes Christmas in 
every heart? The way in which Christians have been celebrating Christmas in re- 
cent years, causes us to realize that we do need the warning given to Israel—“Beware 
lest thou forget the Lord.” We are so prone to make Christmas a time of selfish 
giving, a time to gain some desired favor. Beware lest we think only of those who 
have expressed their love for us in some conspicuous way, but who do not need our 
love gifts. Beware lest we think only of the family circle and forget those just at 
our door who have need of our expressions of love. Beware lest we forget the Lord 
as he will have need of us at this Christmas season. 

But, how may we remember him, some might say? The Master tells us “Jnas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren ye have done it 
unto me.” May we express to him our love through giving to those who need our 
encouragement, who need our friendship, who need our love in Christ. Then will 
we truly be giving him first place and celebrating in his spirit the Birthday of our 
King. It is a more gracious, more joyous, more blessed thing to give than to receive. 
‘May we know, through our giving to “the least of these” at this Christmas season, 
the joy and blessings that Christ can give to'us, only as we give of ourselves to him. 
‘May we include in our intercessory praying this month the following petitions: 

That the Spirit of the Christ Child may dwell in the hearts of God’s people and 
cause them to observe his Birthday in gifts o flove that touch the lives of his needy. 

That the people of our Church may truly give a joy offering unto the ministers. who 
have been laid aside in his service because of age or sickness, and their widows and 
orphans who are our responsibility. 

That our Execuiive Committee of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief in 
Louisville may be encouraged and strengthened through the expressions of love which 
shall come from God’s people at this Christmas season. 

That the Church Calendar of Prayer, as it is used in this coming year, may lead to 
a greater interest and larger giving to all of his Kingdom’s task. 

That the Christmas message may touch many hardened hearts and lead them to 


confess Christ as Saviour. 
—JANIE W. McCvurcuHin. 
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The following items were gleaned from the “Best One” 
Record of Work blanks received in the 1932-33 contest. 


THE JOY GIFT. A number of interesting plans were 
developed in connection with the December offering for 
Ministerial Relief. 

A Self-Denial Dinner. One auxiliary adopted this 
plan: “Those willing to deny themselves were asked 
to do so and put in this fund what would have been 
spent for non-essentials at some dinner during the 
month.” This dinner might be known in the home as 
“The Joy Gift Dinner.” 

Another had a similar plan: “We usually serve tea 
at our program meetings, but for the December meeting 
the money that the tea would have cost was added to 
our special offering for Ministerial Relief.” 

Publicity. “At the close of the November meeting 
the women of the Auxiliary were reminded that De- 
cember is the month set aside for Ministerial Relief. 
They were requested to pray especially for this cause, 
at a stated time each day during the month of Decem- 
ber. A short talk on Ministerial Relief was made each 
Sunday morning by men from the congregation, who 
had been asked in advance to prepare and make these 
talks.” 

Working Under Difficulties. In many localities bad 
weather and flu interfered with the church Christmas 
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The Auxiliary lantern, 


Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. 


pageant. and hence, with the special offering. One 
plucky Secretary of C. E. & M. R., to retrieve this loss, 
personally canvassed the congregation, and wrote let- 
ters of appeal to non-resident members. Her efforts 
were blessed by a splendid response. 

“The Christmas Basket.” Another secretary of this 
cause humanized the offering by a game of “Make- 
Believe.’ Each member was to think of her gift to 
Ministerial Relief in terms of groceries for a Christmas 
dinner—as chicken, cranberries, or plum pudding; and 
to bring the price of the chosen commodity as her part 
of the offering. 

Making the Christmas Offering Stockings. “A secre- 
tary of this cause invited the sixteen members of her 
Sunday-school class to spend the afternoon with her, and 
make the little stockings, 100 of them. Each one took 
some and distributed them to church members; and 
as a reward reaped a nice little amount, which was sent 
for Ministerial Relief.” 

* oe * 


WELCOMING THE COLLEGE STUDENTS. By Letter. 
One secretary reported, “Our auxiliary is keeping up 
with our students through letters . one a ‘wel- 
come home’ the week before the Christmas holidays.” 

By a Social. “The secretary entertained all the boys 
and girls at home for the holidays at a dinner party.” 
“The leader of the Young People and the pastor’s wife 
helped me give a Christmas party to the Young People, 
also the college students home for the holidays.” And 
this comes from the church in a university town: “Our 
own Young People served a Christmas breakfast to 
welcome the returned University Young People.” 


a 


DISTRIBUTING THE CHURCH CALENDAR OF 
PRAYER 


Secretaries of Literature are asked to make a special 
effort during this month to place a Church Calendar 
of Prayer in every home of the church. Ask the co- 
operation of Circle Chairmen. The Prayer Calendar 
makes a lovely little inexpensive gift. The Worship 
suggestions for each day are for personal or family 
use. The price of the Church Calendar of Prayer is 
only 15 cents. Orders should be sent directly to the 
Presbyterian Committee of Publication, Box 1176, 
Richmond, Va. 


THE CIRCLE PROGRAM 


December is the month set apart by our General 
Assembly as a time when the whole Church is asked 
to study, pray for, and give to Ministerial Relief. 
The circle program for December is, very fittingly, on 
the topic of “Christmas in the Homes of Our Min- 


isters.” Each circle chairman will want to use this 
lovely program. Circle chairmen are asked to make 
little white stockings and distribute among their mem- 
bers, asking that a “Joy Gift” for Ministerial Relief 
be placed in same. A place is made on the auxiliary 
program for the presentation, by circles, of this gift. 
If your circle does not use these programs regularly, 


you may wish to order this one for December. Price, 
10 cents. 


THE AUXILIARY PROGRAM 

The topic of the Auxiliary program for December is 
“The Message of the Light in Story and Song with 
Joy Gifts for His Servants.” The devotional, the 
songs, and the program talk are all intended and 
planned to lead up to the presentation by circles of 
the “Joy Gift” for Ministerial Relief—as an act of 
worship. You will want to make this Christmas serv- 
ice of the auxiliary beautiful and significant in the 
memories of all your members. 
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My Master Was So Very Poor 


My Master was so very poor, 
A manger was His cradling place; 
] So very rich my Master was, 
/ Kings came from far to gain His grace. 


My Master was so very poor, 
And with the poor He broke the bread; 

So very rich my Master was 

That multitudes by Him were fed. 


My Master was so very poor, 
They nailed Him naked to a cross; 
So very rich my Master was 
He gave His all and knew no loss. 
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—RHarry Lee. 





OW fraught with rich significance is the word 
bk loyalty! It implies more than an attitude of 

devotion of one’s heart toward a Cause or a Per- 
son; its meaning includes an expression of that atti- 
tude of devoted allegiance in whole-hearted service to 
that Cause or that Person. It is more than duty, 
expressing itself in discharge of responsibility; it is 
love, translating itself into action. 

There are many demands upon us for evidences of 
our loyalty to our homes, to our friends, to organiza- 
tions of one kind or another, but the clarion call which 
should be heard and heeded above all others is the 
call to loyalty to Christ and his Church. This involves 
a recognition of Him as our Saviour, our King and 
Lord, and of ourselves as his subjects, his servants to 
whom He has committed a solemn trust—all the privi- 
leges which are ours as Christians. Loyalty to Him 
means being faithful to this relationship of trust or 
confidence placed in us by Him; means rendering unto 
Him whole-hearted service, honoring Him with the 
“first fruits” of all our service and substance, seeking 
“first the Kingdom of God, and his righteousness.” 

Every day is full of experiences that test our loyalty 
to Christ. The urgent demands of the necessary duties 
of each day in the home, in the office, in the school, 
or wherever our responsibilities take us, all crowd in 
upon us and tempt us to crowd out time for com- 
munion with Him whose we are, study of his Book 
which tells of his will for our lives, and opportunities 
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for those kindly little services to others in his name. 
But true loyalty demands our first allegiance to Christ. 
Then there are temptations to do those things which 
tend more to glorify self rather than our Saviour, to 
please man rather than God. But loyalty to Christ 
and his Church must be expressed in service that will 
glorify God and be well pleasing unto Him. And, too, 
the difficulties which come with every day are testing 
times, and would steer us from faith in Him rather 
than strengthen within us the loyal conviction that 
“all things work together for good to them that love 
God.” Fidelity to God leads us to believe that there 
is nothing too difficult for Him to work out for us in 
our lives. 

To stand true to God in all these tests of loyalty, 
there must be within the heart the conviction that all 
of life is given to us as a sacred stewardship; God 
is our Maker, our Owner, the Giver of all gifts; we 
as his trustees are accountable to Him for the use of 
our time, our talents, our service and our substance. 
To Him we owe our allegiance and “the first of the 
first-fruits.” What we render to Him is the proof of 
the sincerity of our love and loyalty to Him. 

As important as is the faithful discharge of the stew- 
ardship of every phase of life, it has been said that 
a searching test of loyalty to Christ is the stewardship 
of money. In answer to the question: “What is the 
pivot-point in ‘our stewardship?,” Rev. R. L. Wallsup 
in “A Catechism on Christian Stewardship” says: 
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“Our faithfulness in stewardship hinges on the monev 
point. The man who is true to God as his steward in 
the acquisition and use of money will be faithful in 
his stewardship along all lines.” These statements 
challenge our thoughtful consideration. Let us search 
our own hearts to find there what we have accepted as 
our beliefs regarding God’s ownership of all we are 
and have, and our stewardship of that which has been 
entrusted to us of this world’s goods. “Money” and 
“Prosperity” are uppermost in the minds of people to- 
day. Is there not the need for us as Christians to 
consider carefully some principles regarding “money” 
so clearly stated in God’s Word, which is the Chris- 
tian’s “code” for all time? As we review these well- 
known, but sometimes forgotten Biblical statements and 
their implications, let us throw upon our own lives 
and practices the searchlight of these God-given prin- 
ciples, thus testing our loyalty as it is expressed in our 
stewardship of money. 


“Unto Jehovah thy God belongeth heaven and the 
heaven of heavens, the earth, with all that is therein.” 


“The earth is Jehovah’s, and the fulness thereof; 
The world, and they that dwell therein.” 


“Thou shalt remember Jehovah thy God, for it is 
he that giveth thee power to get wealth, . . .” 


“. . . Know ye not that your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have 
from God? and ye are not your own; for ye were 
bought with a price: glorify God therefore in your 
body.” 

“According as each hath received a gift, ministering 


it among yourselves, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God.” 
* Moreover, it is required in stewards, that 
a man be found faithful.” 
“And the king said neither will I offer 


burnt offerings unto Jehovah my God which cost me 
nothing.” 


“Honor Jehovah with thy substance 
And with the first fruits of all thine increase.” 


“The first of the first-fruits of thy ground thou shalt 
bring into the house of Jehovah thy God.” 

“And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed 
of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is Jehovah’s: 
it is holy unto Jehovah.” 

Of all that thou shalt give me I will surely 
give the tenth unto thee.” 

“Bring ye the whole tithe into the store-house, 

and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah 
of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it.” 

“Beware lest thou forget Jehovah thy God, in not 
keeping his commandments, and his ordinances and 
his statutes . . . lest thou say in thy heart, my power 
and the might of my hand hath gotten me this wealth.” 
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“Every man shall give as he is able, according to 
the blessing of Jehovah thy God which he hath given 
thee.” 

“Upon the first day of the week let each one of you 
lay by him in store, as he may prosper. . .” 

“Let each man do according as he hath purposed in 
his heart; not grudgingly or of necessity: for God 
loveth a cheerful giver.” 


This Bible reading portrays for us such great fun- 
damental truths as the sovereignty of God and his 
ownership; the need for man to be a faithful steward; 
the teaching that we are to bring a definite proportion 
of our money to God; the tithe is his, holy unto 
Jehovah; disloyalty in the matter of bringing our gifts 
is perilous, but faithfulness will bring rewards. Scrip- 
tural standards of giving are stated: the tithe, syste- 
matic, proportionate, liberal, cheerful. How does our 
giving measure up to this standard? Let us apply 
the test conscientiously. 

Many reasons might be listed to prove why every 
Christian should give some definite proportion of their 
income, beginning with the tithe, to God’s service in 
the work of spreading his Kingdom. Let us list just 
a few: 

1. God lays down this command in his Book. 

2. We, his stewards, thus acknowledge God’s owner- 
ship of all we possess and our stewardship of its use. 

3. Such practice gives us a consciousness of being 
partners with God in his great work. 


4. Tithing implants “a sense of dependence upon 
and responsibility to God, the rock foundation of all 
abiding Christian character.” 


5. Tithing teaches us to put God first, for it makes 
us realize that the tithe is the “first fruits,’ God’s 
share which we put aside as holy unto Him. 


6. Testimony of thousands who have tried it prove 
its value, materially, spiritually, and in every way. 
Many testify to the value of tithing even under diffi- 
culties. 


7. The last reason to be stated here—though there 
are yet others—is one which is the testimony of many 
who know from experience that the practice of propor- 
tionate giving does help to deepen our spiritual life. 
Robert E. Speer says, in speaking on this point: “The 
acceptance of a principle like this (proportionate giv- 
ing) marks a distinct era of spiritual enlargement in 
life. It carries one forward and leads him out into 
a wider expanse. The whole thought of God’s love 
and presence and human duty becomes more vivid. 

. It may bring the great religious expansion and 
awakening for which we long.” 


What it would mean to the work of the Kingdom 
if every Christian would begin the new year with God 
in pledging to him at least a tithe, thus taking God 
at his word and accepting his challenge as given in 
Malachi 3:10, making this promise in recognition of 
the great need of a more intimate fellowship with him 
and in recognition of an obligation to him for salva- 
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tion and for all material blessing! It has been said 
that if members of the church tithed, all the financial 
needs of the church would be met. The records show 
a pathetically small per cent as tithers. But even more 
important than meeting the financial needs, if all Chris- 
tians would thus meet this searching test of loyalty by 
proving faithful stewards of their money, there would 
be a mighty release of spiritual power which God’s 
heart is yearning to see in his followers. Adopting the 
principle of the tithe not only means giving to God 
his part, but implies faithful stewardship of the other 
nine-tenths also. Let us each one face the question 


of our responsibility as a steward of whatever money 
God permits us to have, pledging to him such propor- 
tion as he shall direct us to give, saying, “I shall do 
what I can with what I have, for Jesus, today.” 


NoreE:—The following are the references for the above 
quotations, listed in the order in which they occur. 
They are quoted from the American Revised Version: 
Deuteronomy 10:14; Psalm 24:1; Deuteronomy 8:18a; 
I Corinthians 6:19-20; I Peter 4:10; I Corinthians 4:2; 
II Samuel 24:24; Proverbs 3:9; Exodus 23:19; Leviticus 
27:30; Genesis 28:22; Malachi 3:10; Deuteronomy 8:11, 
17; Deuteronomy 16:17; I Corinthians 16:2; II Corin- 
thians 9:7. 
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TITHER’S COVENANT 
BIBLE PRINCIPLES OF STEWARDSHIP 

1. God is the sovereign owner of all things. 

2. Man is a steward, and must give an account for 
all that is entrusted to him. 

3. God’s sovereign ownership and man’s stewardship 
ought to be acknowledged. 

4. This acknowledgment requires, as its material ex- 
pression, the setting apart, as an act of worship. of a 
separated portion of income. 

5. Biblical History records the setting apart of the 
tenth of income as that acknowledgment. 

6. This separated portion ought to be systematically 
administered for the Kingdom of God, and the balance 
treated as no less a trust. 

I believe in the principles stated above and as an 
acknowledgment of my stewardship obligation, I cove- 
nant to pay the tenth of my income for the extension 
of the Kingdom of God. 
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Note :—Copies of Tither’s Covenant and the leaflet, ‘“‘The Tithers’ 
League,” furnished free on application to— 


COMMITTEE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND 
PUBLICATION 
Box 1176, Richmond, Virginia 





The Road to Bethlehem 


(Continued from page 720) 


until it rested over where the young Child was; and 
lifting up his eyes, he saw afar off, Wise Men follow- 
ing the Star and bringing gifts. 

Then said the Shining One, looking lovingly upon 
him: “Thou didst long with a great longing to see 
Bethlehem, and the desire of thine heart hath been 
granted thee. Return now to thy house and to thy 
labor, having learned that the meaning of this little 
town of Bethlehem is Love—love human and divine 
meeting here in the love of God to man. Go, even as 
the shepherds, and make known to all whom thou 
Meetest the things which thou hast both seen and 
heard.” : 

And the young minister came to himself, and the 
woods about him were in deep shadow and the sun- 
set lights faded away. Only in the west was there the 
silver shining of a star. And he said: “O little town! 
O little town! I have seen thee and Love is thy mean- 
ing. Let me but hold this that I have seen and learned 


henceforth forever in my heart, and all shall yet be 
well.” 

When the day was come for the minister to preach 
his Christmas sermon, there was a great stillness in 
the church. For he spoke of the love of Jacob for 
Rachel; of Ruth gleaning in the fields and dreaming 
of home; of David athirst and longing for the water 
of the well of Bethlehem that is at the gate—and then 
when the fullness of time was come—of that Love 
Divine, all other loves excelling, made manifest in 
Bethlehem, when the Dayspring from on high dawned 
at long last upon the world. 

And the people looked on the shining of his face 
and said to themselves, wondering, “He speaks as 
though he had himself been in Bethlehem when these 
things happened.” But his sister knew only a great 
gladness, and she thought, ‘“He has indeed no need to 
visit Bethlehem, for Bethlehem, that little town, has 
come to him.” 





The Little Christ Child 


(Continued from page 722) 


at the strange child, but only felt a glow of warm 
beauty about them and knew themselves to be happier 
than they had ever dreamed before of being. 

“And the woman and her son and the little strange 
child sat down at the table to eat of the brown bread 
loaf and to .drink their weak milk tea. And they 
bowed their heads to give thanks, but when they raised 
them, there was no child there, but only a wonderful 
soft radiance which illumined the bare little room with 
its glory and turned each cheap, ugly thing to loveli- 
ness. For a long time they said nothing, but looked 


at each other and at the room and the golden, warm 
light which filled it. Then the boy whispered, ‘Was 
it, mother, was it?’ And she answered, ‘I think it 
must have been, Peter, it must have been. the little 
Christ Child himself. And I think I’d know it any- 
way by the gladness in my heart.’ And the boy said, 
‘No matter what happens to us now, we can never be 
lonesome any more, can we, mother?’ ” 


Adapted from A Little Child Shall Lead Them by 
Mildred Welch. 
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The Best of All Good News 


By REV. JAMES REID, M. A. 


HERE are two simple facts that make Christ’s 
coming good news. The first is that the world 
at this moment needs to be saved from sin. We do 
not like that word today. At least, we often say so. 
But deep in our hearts we know that what is really 
wrong with us all is sin. The roots of all evil are 
within our hearts. We think of wars, and slums, and 


It is just sin, or selfishness, in all its forms, from which 
we need deliverance. That.is the innermost fact, how- 
ever we may disguise it. 

The second thing is that it was for that deliverance, 
nothing else, that Christ came, and he has the power. 
Dora Greenwell, wandering one day through a church- 
yard, came on the tomb of an aged man, and the stone 


conflicts of class with class. 
The shadow of these things 
darkens our world this Christ- 
mastide. Poverty and fear lie 
about the thresholds of count- 
less homes. But, when we get 
down to the real roots of all 
these social miseries, is it not 
just hatred, and _ selfishness, 
and pride, and self-will that 
create them all? If we think 
of ourselves, and the things 
that brings trouble and unrest, 
is it not just this tyranny of 
selfishness somewhere that is 
the real source? We fix on 
this or that in our circum- 
stances for blame. But it is 
really we who need deliverance 
from the things that hold us 
bound, and keep us unhappy 
within. Sin is anything that 
stands between us and God, 
or between us and one an- 
other. So it has been de- 
scribed. If only we were what 
we ought to be! If only 


others around us were what they ought to be! 








“WE HAVE SEEN HIS STAR IN 
THE EAST” 


“We have seen His star in the East,” 
In the East where it first stood still, 
We have heard the song of the angel 

throng, 
“And on earth, peace, good will!” 
But the little lights confuse, 
The nearer sounds obsess, 
And our hearts withhold from the Lord 
of Love 
The lives He would use and bless. 


“We have seen His star in the East,” 
His shining dream of the good, 

When men shall claim in the Father's 

name 

Their right to brotherhood. 

O little lights, grow dim, 
O nearer sounds, be still, 

While our hearts remember Bethlehem, 
And a cross on a far green hill! 


—Molly Anderson Haley, 


in The Master Men, 
Compiled by Thomas Curtis Clark. 








For the 


recorded that, though he was 
over eighty, he was only four 
years old. Something hap- 
pened then that had changed 
his whole life, and set him 
free as from a chain. The 
poetess put the experience into 
a simple poem: 


He’s God Himself come down 
from heaven to raise us 
when we fall. 


He’s come to heal us when 
we're sick, to hear us when 
we call. 


didn’t come to judge the 
world. He didn’t come to 
blame. 


He didn’t only come to seek. 
It was to save He came. 


And when we call Him Saviour 
then we call Him by His 
Name. 


He came because God sent 
him, and he came to set us 
free. We cannot lift ourselves 
by striving. That is clear. 


We cannot make ourselves better by resolutions. It 


moment the Christmas spirit has thawed our hearts, 
and lifted us out of the ruts of temper and aloofness 
and unkindness in which we often sink without think- 
ing much about them. If only we could be set free 
to be like that always! Life would be so different, 
so happy, so free. Maybe there would be a new move- 
ment that would take us all out of the flats and 
miseries in which the world lies like a stranded ship. 


takes Someone from the world above us to take us by 
the hand. That is the only road of our deliverance. 
He must come into our world if we are to, rise into his. 
And Christ has the power. The Eternal has broken 
into time. The Spirit of grace has come into the world 
which sin is destroying. This is the good news. 


—Adapted from The British Weekly. 
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The Teacher 


By JOHN L. FAIRLY, D. D. 


(An address delivered at an installation service for Sunday-school teachers.) 


STAND before a group of teachers humbly, not be- 
| cause of the labor which they give with little finan- 

cial return, for there is a joyous compensation, but 
because of the actual service which they render human- 
ity. The generations of men as they come and go rise 
or fall according to their teachers. Blessed is the age 
with men industrious enough to acquire knowledge, and 
sacrificial enough to give it to others. One of the finest 
groups of teachers in the world is the group of Sunday- 
school teachers. They render a voluntary service, freely 
and gladly, and yet a service which has a marvelous 
power to mould and shape the moral and spiritual char- 
acter of men. I shall not try to give you a technical 
address on religious education but only try to give as 
simply as I can the challenge and adventure of being 
a teacher. 

You are discoverers. There has always been some- 
thing in the hearts of men that has made them respond 
to the challenge of the new and unknown. The 
Phoenicians were not satisfied until they had gone with 
their galleys into every bay and cove of the Great 
Sea. The Romans drove constantly westward until 
they reached the English shore. Our own forefathers 
were never satisfied at home but were always exploring 
and conquering new lands. The desire for the new 
came to fruition in such discoverers as Columbus, Da 
Gama, Magellan, Balboa, Hudson, and Raleigh. And 
surely this spirit of discovery possesses the men of our 
day. They cannot rest until they have seen all of the 
hidden parts of the earth. Peary, Amundsen, Scott, and 
Byrd expitomize for us this spirit. 

But there are other discoverers today who have never 
traveled to unknown shores. ‘There are discoverers 
whose world is a test tube—and what a fascinating 


‘world it is to those who have eyes to see! There are 


others whose world is the shop, and tremendously in- 
teresting and useful things do they find there. 

There are still others who study their fellowmen 
and are finding new and interesting things about them 
every day. Perhaps in the heart of each one of us 
there is the spirit of our Viking ancestry and we must 
seek the new, must explore, must discover. There is 
but little difference between our spirit and the spirit 
of our ancestors except that today we seek the new, 
not for the sake of its novelty, but for the good of men. 

Teachers are discoverers—discoverers not only of 
truth to give to their pupils who sit and listen, but dis- 
coverers also of latent possibilities in these pupils. 
Some shy, latent gift will perhaps develop into a 
glorious thing if encouraged and strengthened. A tiny 
brown seed will amount to nothing at all without op- 
portunity, but if given a chance it may be a feathery 
aster or a splendid delphinium—who knows? Some 
talents, because of their very vigor, burst through every 
obstacle without an encouraging word or helping hand 


but there are thousands of others waiting for the lifting 
touch. 
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“Some mute inglorious Milton here may rest, 
Some Cromwell, guiltless of his country’s blood.” 


The teacher is the discoverer of these powers within. 
How her heart thrills as she finds a real gift of song, 
or dramatics, or art in some shy unobtrusive girl; or 
sees the possibility of real engineering genius, or in- 
ventive skill, or literary ability in some boy. Such 
must have been the thrill in the heart of. Berger when 
he discovered the spark of genius in young Mendels- 
sohn, or in Perugino when he found the talent of young 
Raphael. And that is the thrill which is the right of 
every true teacher. He is constantly discovering, in the 
heart of every child, the tiny, unseen possibilities which 
can make that child great in life and character in the 
years to come. 

In your class there may be a boy who wishes to be a 
minister. Boys do not talk very much of those things, 
but, because you love him and he loves you, you dis- 
cover this unexpressed desire. And you are happy 
that you made the discovery and have a chance to 
watch him develop and grow. Another time you find 
a young girl who has heard a voice from across the 
sea. How glad you are. You have opened the way 
for her to hear that voice and now you rejoice in the 
discovery of the fact that she hears. Another time you 
find in a young fellow who is going to be a lawyer a 
desire for righteoushess and justice. Perhaps you have 
planted those ideas and you are glad. You find in 
another a desire to become an open follower of the 
Lord; in another an earnest desire to deepen the 
prayer life; in another an awakening sense of the 
beauty of God’s Book. These are the seed which you 
have been planting, and it delights your soul that they 
are beginning to grow. ‘Teachers are discoverers, and 
the thrill of discovery is theirs. 

Teachers are builders. The lives which you have 
in your class will become living stones in the temple 
of God. There are many other teachers helping you to 
build. Every word, every deed, every influence, every 
association is helping to mould and shape these lives. 
One adds gold, another silver, another wood, another 
hay, another stubble. The lives will be determined by 
what goes into them. You as teachers have the privi- 
lege of providing the finest material which can go into 
these lives. 

It may be that you can build into these lives honesty 
of character. One of the most scrupulously honest 
men I ever knew told me of a talk on honesty which 
a teacher made sixty years before. Little did the 
teacher know that day that he was building strength 
into that life. A professor at college made a talk on 
personal purity to a senior class. He was unconscious 
of the deep impression which he made on one young 
man that day. A group of Sunday-school boys were 
asked to admit a foreigner into their class one day. 
Seeing a look of doubt on their faces the teacher 
decided to discuss the question very thoroughly. Every 
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angle was discussed. As a result the foreign boy was 
admitted to the class, and tolerance of other races was 
built into their lives. A boy lost his father. His 
teacher went with him through that experience and 
gave him a new glimpse of the strength of religion in 
a time of sorrow. A new idea of the Heavenly Father 
was built into his life that day. So, through the years 
you who are teachers are builders—builders of Chris- 
tian character. 

This is a tremendous responsibility. The apostle 
warns that, if you build on any other foundation except 
Christ Jesus, the work will not stand. The wood, hay, 
and stubble which we build into life will be destroyed. 
But by God’s grace, with the leading and guiding of 
the Holy Spirit, you can build, year by year, boys and 
girls, men and women who will be living stones in the 
Temple of God. Teachers are builders. 

And teachers are artists. A builder is an artist— 
everyone who does his work well is an artist. But we 
think of an artist as one who works with the finer 
materials, as one who makes lovely products. An 
artist is one who gives lovely things to the world— 
the painter with his brush laying the glory of the forest 
on the canvas; the musician catching a refrain in the 
depth of his soul and sending it singing around the 
world; the sculptor cutting and chiseling the grace 
of an athlete from a block of rough marble. Artists 
add loveliness and beauty to the world. 

Teachers are artists who work with the finest of all 
material. They shape moral and spiritual beauty. 


No piece of statuary ever created can equal the ex- 
quisite beauty of a life like Francis or Thomas or 
John or Paul or a thousand men and women of God 
who have shone in the history of the world with a 


clear, white light. The loveliest things in your com- 
munity are the men and women of God who are there. 
You are helping to make Christlike men and women. 
I know that you do not do this in your own strength. 
The brush does not make the painting nor the chisel 
cut the statue—they are only the tools in the hand of 
the master. You are a tool in the hand of the Master. 
Through him you are artists. 

It is a glorious thing to be an artist and a very re- 
sponsible thing. We ofttimes say that artists are born 
and not made. That is only a half-truth, for artists 
are made as well as born. An artist starts with his 
precious gift, but he makes himself an artist by hard 
work. A great magician practices constantly, even 
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while talking to guests, to keep his fingers sensitive; a 
musician practices daily to maintain the high standard 
of his art; a world-famous golfer drives balls prac- 
tically every day to keep in trim; the artist touches his 
picture over and over; the singer sings his songs again 
and again. Artists are born with the spark of genius, 
but they become artists by persevering work. No artist 
coined the expression that artists are born and not 
made. 

Nor will you, the artists of Christian character, ever 
give to the world lovely men and women unless you 
are willing to develop the skill of an artist within. 
You must know the fundamentals of medium and 
method; you must have imagination to see some of the 
beauty of the completed product; you must yield to 
the guidance of the Master Artist. 

You, the religious teachers of men, are discoverers, 
and builders, and artists. Doubtless you feel very 
keenly the heavy responsibility which is yours. It is 
an impossible task if we work alone without model or 
example; it is a possible task when a model is placed 
before us. One of the great painters had a son most 
of whose works were copies of his father’s paintings. 
His canvases were lovely, but he could never venture 
alone. You do not venture alone. The model is there 
to direct and guide. Nor is it so difficult, because an- 
other holds your hand. The little child writes rather 
creditably when the teacher guides its hand. The Lord 
of life guides you as you mould. Nor is it so difficult 
when there is a power within which responds to your 
appeal and to Jesus, the perfect man whom you lift 
up. “The Spirit beareth witness with our spirits that 
we are the sons of God.” Many have felt this respon- 
sibility, and, praying the prayer written by Leslie 
Pinckney Hill, have found strength. 


Lord, who am I to teach the way 
To little children day by day, 
So prone myself to go astray? 


I teach them knowledge, but I know 
How faint they flicker and how low 
The candles of my knowledge glow. 


I teach them love for all mankind 
And all God’s creatures, but I find 
My own love lagging far behind. 


Lord, if their guide I still must be 
Oh let the little children see 
The teacher leaning hard on Thee. 


Discoverers, artists, builders. 





LEADER’S HELPS 
A package including Leader’s Helps for the study of The Home and 
Christian Living, a poster to advertise the study, and samples of “The 
Tither’s Covenant” and of the Family Altar pledge card, will be ready for 


distribution early in December. 


Price 10c. 


Order from the Presbyterian 


Committee of Publication, Box 1176, Richmond, Va. 
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A Great Day 


Central Presbyterian Church, Ailanta, Georgia 


BUNDANT life and vitality was shown in Cen- 
A tral Church on Rally Day, Sunday, October 1. 
The attendance was gratifying—988 being pres- 
sent. This was 116 per cent of our present enroli- 
ment of 851. The Y.W.B.C. with 159 present won 
the attendance trophy, while the Beginners’ Depart- 
ment was given the award for having present the larg- 
est percentage of the accepted quotas. Perhaps more 
than two-thirds of the school remained for the closing 
service in the church auditorium and the celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper. It was an inspiring sight to 
see the main floor and the balconies full for this most 
precious and holy ordinance of the Church. 
More encouraging than the numbers present was the 
spirit which was everywhere in evidence in the depart- 


ments,in the organized classes, and among the officers 
of the church. It was a spirit of good will, of cour- 
age, of abundant hope for the future, and of vital 
interest in the cause of Christ and his Church. 

We look forward to the coming weeks and months 
with Christian confidence. Central Church is without 
debt. It is rendering a great service in a difficult field. 
It is blessed with a large membership of loyal followers 
of the Master and faithful workers in his Kingdom. 
There is no task too hard, so long as we forget ourselves 
in service to God and our fellowman and depend for 
strength and guidance upon him who said: “If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me.”—Central Presby- 
terian Weekly. 





Striking Paragraphs from Others 


“The Church is committed to the care of the young 
in her sacrament of infant baptism—an obligation often 
forgotten.” 


“If we speak of conversion and the bringing of young 
people to Christian decision as the Church’s task, so 
also belong to her the continuous teaching and caring 
for these same persons, but this is the purpose of the 
Sunday-school teacher. In other words, school and 
church must be one.” 


“A poor old woman without any gifts or social at- 


tainments, but walking daily with God, will be more 
effective than the eloquent young person who is secretly 
ashamed of the gospel.” 

“It is time that we killed the notion that Sunday- 
school teaching is only mummie’s and sissie’s work. 
It is the highest and best service that the noblest men 
and women can render. We want leaders who can be 
heroes and heroines to the boys and girls they teach. 
Let the Dorothy Rounds and the Eric Liddells be 
multiplied.”—From Reports of Addresses on Sunday- 
School Work in The British Weekly. 





Can You 


Question: I yearn for a unified program for my 
young people which shall encompass the whole work 
of the whole Church, and which shall be thoroughly 
educational . . . This church is purely rural—church 
members 100, Sunday-school enrollment sixty, young 
people sixty ... My difficulty is that I see no logi- 
cal way to isolate the young people’s program from 
the other divisions of the church’s work... I do 
not have the leadership although I have a very promis- 
ing group of young men and women . 

Answer: I see no reason why you cannot use a 
strictly unified plan of work for your young people 
even though you do not have ideal equipment. It 
seems to me that you can have the three essential things 
of a unified program—one aim, one program, and one 
organization. 

The aim is to lead youth to grow in effective Chris- 
tian living by knowing Jesus, accepting him as Lord 
and Saviour, following his principles in daily living, 
and leading others to know and follow him; develop- 
ing Christian fellowship among young people in their 
relationship to each other and to the community; and 
training them and giving them opportunities for Chris- 


Tell Me? 


tian service both at home and abroad. Any group of 
young people can adopt this common aim. 

The program is the program which our Lord gave 
to his disciples and through them to us. Our Church 
has broken this program up into seven sections called 
departments and has called it “Our Church Program.” 
This is a complete and comprehensive program which 
will meet the fourfold needs of every life—worship, in- 
struction, service, and recreation—and will offer to 
every life committed to the Lord an opportunity to en- 
gage in all of the tasks of the Kingdom. Any group 
may adopt this program without difficulty. 

The difficulty will come, of course, in your or- 
ganization. Can any one organization carry out this 
comprehensive program in a church without adequate 
equipment? I see no reason why it is not possible. 
The Unified Plan calls for one organization for the 
whole group—the usual general officers and the de- 
partmental chairmen being the only leaders needed; 
and organized classes—a president and secretary-treas- 
urer being sufficient for the class. The Council, com- 
posed of the general officers, the departmental chair- 
men, and the class presidents, is the planning agency. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


At its monthly meeting the Council plans a fourfold 
program, built around the emphases of the Church 
program for the month, and assigns this program to 
the classes in the group to carry out. For instance, 
it could build the program for November as _ follows: 

Worship: One of the classes in the Young People’s 
Division would be assigned the worship service on one 
Sunday morning during the month. (It would not be 
right for the Young People’s Division to ask for more 
than one Sunday each month. The classes would ro- 
tate month by month.) Or, if it is impossible to have 
one Sunday morning in the Sunday school, then as- 
sign a worship service in connection with the vesper 
meeting led by one of the classes. 

Instruction: In the vesper meetings the Foreign Mis- 
sion study book—The Ambassador Supreme—would be 
used. The four vesper meetings would be assigned 
to four classes. 

Service: Each class in the Division would select 
a service activity for the month. In addition, the whole 
group would prepare a gift for the missionary of the 
church; or write Christmas cards to a missionary known 
by the young people; or help with the White Cross 
work. 


December, 1933 


Recreation: Each class would be assigned some part 
of the November social meeting. One would send the 
invitations; another provide refreshments; another 
would arrange the games, etc. 


In this way a unified plan could be developed in 
your organization. True, you cannot have your young 
people’s group separate at the Sunday-school session, 
but this does not keep it from being unified. It can 
participate and share in the general worship. 


In regard to leaders, I believe that the best way of 
training leaders is just to work the project out with 
them, and they will learn by experience. I knew a 
group without any outstanding leaders, but just by 
working together and planning together they developed 
into splendid workers. However, I believe if I were 
you I would decide on the group that I wanted to use 
in putting it across and then meet two or three or 
four times, maybe more, and work through the whole 
program until every leader was thoroughly familiar 
with what the plan was. Perhaps then it would be 
wise to get the leaders and young people together and 
study the plan out with them. The labor of prepara- 
tion will certainly repay a leader. 





Are You Making Plans for Your General Study in February? 


The Home and Christian Living 


By P. R. anp M. H. HAYWARD 


This general study book, selected by the Committee of Religious Education for 
use in February, is interesting and instructive from the dedicatory page, which in- 
cludes a mention of “Jerry, the dog,” who could not prevent the authors from prac- 
ticing their ideas on two little ladies in the home, to the last page in the closing 
chapter which was written by Dr. L. J. Sherrill. 

The book is written in a simple, understandable way, yet it shows such a real 
and sympathetic knowledge of the problems of family life that even one who is 
far advanced in the various phases of psychology connected with growing boys and 
girls can read it with profit. Nine chapters by the authors on matters of everyday 
life and routine in the home, are supplemented by two chapters on the distinctively 
religious phase of child development, written by Dr. Sherrill. 

As the authors suggest in the Introduction, the reading and studying of the 
book will cause the consciences of us who are parents to be pricked. But surely 
our consciences need pricking, and as long as we are sensitive and responsive to this 
pricking, there is hope for us, our children and our homes. 

A careful and thoughtful study of The Home and Christian Living will be of 
benefit to any parent, will perhaps result in many changed conditions in the home, 
changes which will be most beneficial, and this in itself will strengthen and further 
the interests of the Church, whose unit has ever been, not the individual, but the family. 


—Stuart R. Oglesby. 








Are You Making Plans for Your General Study in February? 























Questions to Superintendents 


By JOHN L. FAIRLY, D. D 


Did your church have a meeting of the Church Coun- 
cil to talk over church plans for the next quarter? 

Are you making plans for Assembly’s Home Mis- 
sions Day? It comes on January 28. 

Are you ready for the winter’s work? ‘The best 
months of the year are just before you. 

Is any part of your program failing because of a 
lack of leaders and teachers? 

What are you planning in the way of leadership 
training this winter? 
Have you seen the little leaflet called Choose Your 


Way? It gives ten ways of training leaders—and it 
is free. 

The Workers’ Conference program for January is 
on The Home. Have you gotten a copy of it? 

Did you know that every member of the Educational 
Staff of the Richmond office is eager to help you with 
your problems? Write to Box 1176, Richmond, Va., 
and if the Staff can help, it is at your service. 

Are the departments of your Sunday school making 
plans for using effectively the study course on The 
Home, which comes in February? 





HE 1933 General Assembly adopted the follow- 
ig ing recommendation: 

“That in view of the difficulty of securing a 
special Christmas offering for Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief, the Assembly again urge upon 
the churches the necessity of a Christmas offering to 
relieve the distress among our retired ministers.” 

The General Assembly also urged “all the members 
of the Presbyterian family to greater liberality toward 
the relief of the homes of our 


Your Christmas Program 


For the twenty-first year this Committee has pre- 
pared a Christmas dedication service to be given by 
the churches. This year the title is ““They Presented 
Unto Him Gifts,” and the theme is that of Joy. A 
copy of this service is sent to each pastor and superin- 
tendent. 

Many leaders in our churches do not realize the 
serious need among the “Family of Ministerial Relief.” 
Will you study carefully the following figures, and 

then make clear to the men, 





aged and infirm ministers and 
needy widows and little father- 
less children of those who have 
died. In ministering to the 
needy of our own communities 
we must not forget the needs 
of these servants of Christ and 
our Church. They are of our 
own household. Their claim 
is just—the command of God 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS 


Remember the Aged Ministers at 
Christmas Time 
Observe “Ministerial Relief Week”’— 
December 17-24 
Use the pageant “They Presented Unto 
Him Gifts” 


Have a part in “The Joy Gift” 


women, boys, and girls of your 
church the situation described, 
and their opportunity of help- 
ing through the Joy Gift? 


THE FAMILY OF MINISTERIAL 
RELIEF 


205 aged or disabled ministers 
average age, 68 years 
average service to the 








is clear: “Take heed to thy- 
self that thou forsake not the 
Levite as long as thou livest on the land.’ ” 

This offering is known as the “Joy Gift”; and is to 
Christian Education and Ministerial Relief what the 
Self-Denial Offerings are to Foreign Missions and 
Home Missions, the Rally Day offering to Religious 
Education, and the Birthday Offering to the Woman’s 
Auxiliary. 

The entire Church family has a part in this Jov 
Gift. We suggest that superintendents use their 
churches’ young people to work up interest and public- 
ity throughout the Church school. Material for ““Three- 
Minute Talks” on this cause will be found in the 
December Program Builder, or may be ordered from 
the Louisville office. 

The Assembly has designated December 17-24 as 
Ministerial Relief Week; the Joy Gift may be pre- 
sented on either of these Sundays. It is suggested that 
the Gift be brought in little red stockings; these may 
be made by members of the Woman’s Auxiliary, or 
of the older girls’ classes. 
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Church, 34 years 
287 widows, in whose homes 
are 47 little fatherless children, under 14 years 
of age. 
38 invalid orphans, without either father or mother. 
10 unordained missionaries. 


540 Homes 


Average daily amount sent to each home for each 
family: 

November, 1929—$1.10 

November, 1930—99 cents 

November, 1931—91 cents 

November, 1932—80 cents 

November, 1933—69 cents 

January, 1934—?— 


Another drastic “cut” in the meagre amounts sent 
to these homes must be made in January, unless there 
is a large increase in the Joy Gift of love for these 
servants of Christ and our Church. What must we 
do? Will you help answer this question? 







































A Prayer for Ministers 


GOD, source of all Truth and Goodness, we 
O thank thee for those who minister among us in 
Christ’s stead. We are grateful for the growing 
knowledge of the gospel that has come to us from the 
pulpit of our Church. We rejoice in the silent yet 
eloquent testimony of the life of our pastor. Grant 
him such a measure of thy Spirit that he will speak the 
truth in love and live by the law of love in truth. 
Save him from those sins that so easily beset his 
high calling. May he never lose his sense of wonder 
and surprise at the love of God. May he ever seek 
greatness only through humble service. May he never 
confuse small questions with large principles. Forbid 
that in his loyalty to the Church of the past he shall 
miss thy living Voice in the present. Give him an 
inflexible sternness against sin and the Master’s com- 


passion for the folly of those who do the sin. Help 
him so to live among us that once again the gospel 
may be incarnate in the life of a man. 


We pray also for those who have spent their years 
in the work of the ministry. Amid the shadows of the 
evening grant them a vision of thy glorious morning. 
In their ever-growing loneliness, as friend after friend 
departs, be thou their constant friend. Use us to enrich 
their lives with the grace of appreciation and the as- 
surance of unforgotten service. Continue to bless thy 
Church through the inspiration of their faith and cour- 
age. Give to them a forward look and the peace of 
perfect confidence. And thus may they and we be kept 
in safety amid all changes in our conditions here 
through thine unchanging Love in Jesus Christ. Amen. 





ANNIE LAURIE NEWTON 





CHILDREN’S WORK 


E. McE. SHIELDS 


ATHA BOWMAN 








The Changed Belief in Santa Claus 


By DOUGLAS FREEMAN 


dren may lose far more than they are to get this 
Christmas. 

The presents they are to receive cannot compensate 
for the faith that will be taken away from them. In 
a few years a new sort of Christmas thrill may be 
theirs, but the first Christmas after they decide there 
is no Santa Claus is the dreariest that most children 
ever spend. They are fortunate if they can hold to 
their faith until the seventh Yule. The sophisticated 
often become skeptics at five and unbelievers at six. 

To lessen the shock some children sustain when they 
are disillusioned is one of the most delicate duties of 
parenthood. Unless it is performed with tact and un- 
derstanding, the child may question the veracity of 
parents and may date from that very time the abandon- 
ment of that perfect confidence that is the child’s great 
joy and the parents sweetest reward. 


Some affirm that the shock is so severe and the pos- 
sible consequences so serious that a mother should 
never permit her child to believe there is a Santa Claus. 
But here, surely, the preventive is worse than the cure. 
The child loses more by never having the faith than 
he sacrifices when the faith fails him. Every human 
is entitled to a period of life when doubt never clouds 
the mind—is entitled to believe in fairies, to believe 
in Santa Claus, to believe in the “good in everything”’ 
—to “believe in belief,” as Francis Thompson summed 
it. The happiness of childhood, which remains one 
of the sunny memories in the average life, is bound 
up with the fulness of belief. 


© hundreds of seven-year-old Richmond chil- 


For that matter, why does a person ever cease to 


believe in Santa Claus? Does not the parent concede 
entirely too much when he admits, at the last, that 
there is not a “real” Santa Claus? The adjustment 
that the mind of the child should be called upon to 
make is not the descent from faith to unbelief, but a 
change from belief in a person to belief in a spirit. 

The child can be prepared for this by the mother’s 
or the father’s frank assertion of belief in Santa Claus. 
The child should be told that Santa Claus most surely 
comes, and that the reason he can enter closed rooms, 
and come even to apartment houses that have no chim- 
neys is because Santa Claus is not a man of flesh, but 
a spirit of love. A spirit can go where a body can- 
not. A spirit can live when a man is dead. The 
world has come to liken Santa Claus to a stout, red- 
faced old man, because the spirit of Christmas is very, 
very old and is full of cheer, just as a kindly, loving 
grandfather would be. 

If all this is explained to an intelligent child, slowly 
and reverently, the seventh Christmas need not be 
darkened by unbelief. With good fortune and good 
tact, the shock so many parents dread can be avoided 
altogether and the child can be led to a richer under- 
standing of Christmas. 

There is nothing pagan or unloving or deceptive 
about bringing the child in this way to a new and dif- 
ferent conception of Santa Claus. The world has been 
seeking for thousands of years to change analogously 
its conception of God from a person to a spirit—from 
the anthropomorphic to the immanent, as the philo- 
sopher stiffly put it. And the world is still trying. 


Reprinted through courtesy of the Richmond 
News Leader 
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HE question of what to do on special days is one 
T which is frequently asked by the teachers of our 
children’s departments. 

A great deal of energy is needlessly wasted and chil- 
dren lose the real spirit of many of our special days 
when elaborate programs are put on which have no 
connection with the regular Sunday work. 

It is right, however, that Christmas should stand out 
as the day of days in the thinking of our children. 
It should stand out, however, as the embodiment of 
the spirit suggested in the little story we are printing. 

The Sunday-morning program is taken care of in 
most cases by following suggestions in our quarterlies 
and elsewhere, but there is in most schools an hour set 
apart when the children come together to sing songs 
and listen to a Christmas story. 

We are printing below a short story. 


“CHRISTMAS BELLS” 


High up in the steeple hung the Christmas bells. 
They had hung there many, many years. On each 
Christmas Day they always had rung such beautiful 
music. One day one of the little bells cracked and 
could ring no more. A little new bell was hung in its 
place. Christmas was coming very soon. ‘What shall 
Ido? I do not know how to play the Christmas music; 
I do not know how to ring,” said the little bell. 

“Never mind,” said the other bells, “‘you will know 
when the time comes. Just wait and listen, and you 
will know.” 

So the little bell waited and listened. The street be- 
low was full of people, some coming this way and 
some going that. At night time the street was full 
of lights; some were the street lights and some were 
in the store windows; some were in the trolley cars 
and some were on the automobiles. 

But the little bell liked best to watch the people 
passing and to hear what they said, for he was waiting 
to learn what to ring on Christmas Day. An old man 
came by. He was somebody’s grandfather. His arms 
were full of bundles. The little bell could hear him 
saying: ‘Now I have something for little John and 
for the baby, and won’t they be surprised?” And he 
laughed. Then came some boys and girls hurrying 
home from school, talking and laughing together. 


The Christmas Spirit in the Children’s Departments 


“Oh, I have something to give to mother and to 
father,” said one. “And I have something for grand- 
mother,” said another. 

The little bell could hear them each one telling of 
what they were going to give. 

Soon came a good mother walking past with such a 
happy face and more packages than you could count. 
There was something for every one at home—father, 
brothers, sisters, baby. The little bell watched them 
all and listened and thought. 

At last Christmas Day came and the Christmas 
bells began to ring. All the people stopped to listen 
to the beautiful music of their singing. ‘Then the lit- 
tle bell knew what to say, and it rang out: 

“Loving—Giving— 
Loving—Giving—” 

And all the other bells sang the same story: 
“Loving—Giving— 
Loving—Giving—” 








—(Author Unknown.) 


The following are worth-while Christmas. stories 
from which a choice may be made. 
“BONIFACE AND KEEpP-IT-ALL,” from The Golden 
Goblet—By J. C. Stocking ........_-___- $1.00 
“THE GREAT WALLED Country,” from Why the 
Chimes Rang and Other Stories—By Alden 1.50 
THE STORY OF THE OTHER Wis—E Man—By van 


GIN St isd thier alana "sees Aidala kata tied tas 
Wuy THE CHIMES Ranc—By Alden___--__-_- 75 
“Her BrrtHpay Dream,” from Christmas Leg- 

ends and Stories—By Curtiss._._._.....-_- 1.50 
THE Spirit OF CHRIStMAS—By van Dyke___- 1.00 


ON auaccndndWuaclacsSilaihekeh 75 
*“THE PROMISE,” from The Story Teller—By 
Lindsay. 
*“THE JAR OF Rosemary,” from The Story Tell- 
er—By Lindsay. 
“Tr He Hap Not Come,” Jn The Program Build- 
er, December. Price, COMy  asoncnacceccex 10 


*These two books are out of print but these stories are used so 
often that these books can be found in many libraries. 










RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND PUBLICATION 





Budget Receipts for April 1, 1932—November 1, 1932......... $30,933.37 










Decrease for seven months ............. 025 e eee eeeees $ 3,424.06 


Budget Receipts for April 1, 1933—November 1, 1933......... 27,509.31 





















































J. L. FAIRLY 





YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK 





LILLIAN CURTIS PAINTER 























with our voung pecple, I am greatly encouraged 
by their growing interest in the Kingdom High- 
ways Program, the Unified Plan. 

It has been rather slow work to accomplish all of 
our plans, as all teachers and leaders have not been 
quite ready to accept the program; but, through the 
class work and vesper services of our Senior-Young 
People’s group, the young people themselves are prov- 
ing to every doubtful person that the Unified Plan is 
the program that will absolutely develop our future 
church leaders. 


A S WE come to another year’s work in our church 





Success with the Unified Plan in Louisiana 








We feel grateful to you and your Committee of Re- 
ligious Education for this work and its training, not 
only for the young people but for their leaders and 
teachers. 

The young people are thoroughly interested in The 
Program Builder. In fact, they use it altogether, and 
it has created in them the desire to study all phases 
of the Unified Plan. Hence, with a feeling of assur- 
ance that we are making progress, I am placing an 
order for additional copies of Kingdom Highways 
booklets. 




















DEAR FRIEND: 

Is your Young People’s Organization planning to 
put on an EVANGELISM month this spring? Are you 
using the ““Ways of Service’ recommended for accom- 
plishing our aim in this year of EvaNcELIsm? If 
your church is not planning to have a series of evan- 
gelistic services, are you as young people planning to 
put into practice those methods you studied last year 
in leading others to walk with the King? 

If you were present at our meeting an EVANGELISM 
at North Avenue in January, you will remember that 
Rev. J. R. Williams predicted that the next great re- 
vival would have its inception in the realm of young 
people. It is not an impossible thing that a season 
of refreshment may come at this time among young 
people, and that from this great streams of spiritual 





A Chairman of Spiritual Life Writes a Letter 





blessings may pour over our League, our city, our 
country, and to the uttermost parts of the world. 
The very fact that Jesus chose young men as his 
most intimate friends and assigned to them the tre- 
mendous task of making him known throughout the 
world indicates that he not only expects young Chris- 
tians to do this work, but that he has faith in their 
ability to do it. And in leading others into abundant 
living, we shall discover life in greater abundance 
ourselves. 
Let us know what you are doing in leading other 
young people to give their hearts and lives to Christ. 
Yours very sincerely, 
(Signed) NELLIE ToMLIN, 
Chairman Spiritual Life in the Young 
People’s Léague of Atlanta Presbytery. 
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The Young People's Choir 


Highlawn Presbyterian Church, Huntington, 
West Virginia 

“Our young people are organized along the King- 
dom Highways plan. There are about fifty in our 
group and we have an average attendance of nearly 
forty. One of the most valuable features of the work 
is the choir. This choir consists of about thirty voices. 
They meet every week for practice and take the regu- 
lar church music on every other Sunday evening. Twice 
recently they have taken the entire evening service, com- 
bining the Highway program with special music fea- 
tures. Mrs. W. P. Hooper, standing at the right end 
of the second row in the picture, directs the choir and 
is adult adviser for the Young People’s work. She 
has the assistance of a good president, Mr. Ernest 
Kite, and a good chairman of Programs, Miss Julia 
Ann Peoples.” 








of Re- 
ig, not 
rs and 


n The 
r, and 
phases 
assur- 
ing an 
shways. 


y, our 
d. 

as his. 
he tre- 
ut the 
Chris- 
n their 
undant 
ndance 


y other 
Christ. 


N, 
Young 
tery. 


ngton, 


King- 
in our 
nearly 
e work 
voices. 
e regu- 
Twice 
e, com- 
sic fea- 
rht end 
oir and 
She 
Ernest 
s Julia 











J. L. FAIRLY 





LEADERSHIP TRAINING 





ORENE McILWAIN 








N FEBRUARY of this year, we had our first class 
| in Leadership Training. Only a few people took 

the full course, but we were pleased with the results. 
For a long time our work in the Sunday school has 
been carried on in a haphazard way. We had no 
method and little interest, and consequently our school 
was inefficient; and we were losing our children as 
soon as other interests appealed to them. 

Rev. R. M. McGehee, Director of Religious Educa- 
tion for our synod, spent a week with us and taught a 
class each evening. Our few teachers caught a new 
vision and our work has taken on a new outlook. One 
of the outstanding results has been the building of 
Sunday-school. rooms. Heretofore, the church seemed 
contented with what it had. All classes were prac- 
tically thrown together, and it seemed as if we had a 
noise contest rather than a consecrated effort to in- 
terest in the truths of Christ. The Leadership Train- 
ing Class revealed our short-comings, and the Woman’s 





The Value of Leadership Training as One Pastor Sees It 


By REV. D. L. O'NEAL, Bastrop, La. 





Auxiliary, under the leadership of its president, Mrs. 
M. A. Johnson, arranged for funds with which to build 
the necessary rooms. The debt has been paid and we 
are under lasting obligations to the good women. 

It is impossible to estimate the value of Mr. Mc- 
Gehee’s work. He knows his work and loves his 
Master, and is gifted as a teacher. His energy, un- 
selfishness, thoroughness, and consecration left a last- 
ing impression on this church, and will prove an equal 
blessing to any church that secures and coéperates with 
him. 

We want another class during the coming winter 
months. We realize our need for more competent 
leaders, and there is no better way to get them than 
to use our own people who are potentially powerful, 
and to codperate with our Committee of Religious Edu- 
cation under the leadership of its efficient Director.— 
From The Presbyterian Evangel. 





Parents and Leadership Training 


“That is only for the teachers and officers!” This 
is what is often heard when Leadership Training is 
mentioned. Will you not change this? One of the 
greatest needs now is that parents take advantage of 
these courses. Many of the units will be vitally help- 
ful to parents in dealing with their own children. 
They will help them to understand their children bet- 





ter, to understand the program of the Sunday school 
better, and enable them in a much finer way to co- 
operate with the teachers and officers of the Sunday 
school. Parents, take advantage of this fine opportu- 
nity that is presented to you.—From The Presbyterian 
Evangel. 
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Religious Educational Tour in Arkansas 
By REV. ROY L. DAVIS, Chairman, Committee of Religious Education, Synod of Arkansas 


ATE in the spring of this year, the Synod of 
L Arkansas experienced something different and ef- 
fective in the way of leadership training in re- 
ligious education. Under the direction of Synod’s Di- 
rector of Religious Education, Mr. S. J. Patterson, Jr., 
a group including Drs. Fairly and Purcell of the Rich- 
mond Office, Mrs. W. K. Spilman, of Little Rock, and 
Mr. Patterson, made an eight-days tour of the synod 
in the interest of religious education, with a threefold 
objective: To present the general program of Religious 
Education of our Church; to present in particular the 
plan and program of the Children’s, Young People’s 
and Adult Departments; and to give the workers of 
the synod an opportunity to meet and confer with some 
of our Assembly’s leaders under whose direction and 
administration they are working. 
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On this “whirlwind” tour the group made from one 
to three (averaging two) meetings in each of the four 
presbyteries with an average of four and one-fourth 
churches represented at each meeting. The set-ups in 
each presbytery were arranged and presided over by 
the Chairman of the Presbytery’s Committee of Re- 
ligious Education. From thirty-four of the ninety-three 
Church schools in the synod, 691 of the 1,065 church- 
school workers were contacted. Dr. Fairly made thirty- 
four addresses, Dr. Purcell twenty, and Mrs. Spilman 
sixteen, in addition to the many personal interviews 
had by each of them. 

The plan of the meeting for each evening was: Five 
to six o’clock, a general assembly with presbytery’s 
chairman in charge; ten minutes of worship led by the 
chairman; a twenty-minute address by Dr. Fairly on 
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“Our Assembly’s Program of Religious Education and 
What Synod’s Committee Has to Offer the Local 
Church”; three ten-minute talks: by Mrs. Spilman on 
“The Children’s Program of the Church,” Dr. Purcell 
on “The Adult Program,” and Dr. Fairly on “The 
Young People’s Program.” Six to seven o’clock, supper, 
fun, and fellowship. Seven to eight, group conferences 
on Children’s Work led by Mrs. Spilman, on Young 
People’s Work led by Dr. Fairly, and on Adult Work 
led by Dr. Purcell. 

The immediate reaction to these meetings was en- 
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thusiastic. Four months after may seem a little late 
to be reporting them, but during these months we have 
been able to evaluate them by their fruits. There have 
been fruits—a quickening of interest in religious edu- 
cation throughout the synod, more demands from the 
churches upon our synod’s director for assistance and 
counsel, better organization and more efficient work in 
the local churches. Our Director reports that a com- 





mon comment often heard from churches touched by the 
tour runs something like this: 
where now.” 


“We’re getting some- 








COUNTRY CHURCH AND SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
EXTENSION 
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Planning the Worship Program in the Small Church School 


By LOIS JONES PRYOR 


Note:—Worship material may be found in The Program Builder and the Lesson Leaves.—Editor. 


impelling desire to worship God. Each one likes 

to feel himself in reverent and sweet communion 
with his benevolent Maker. He enjoys the living 
ecstasy that comes from feeling that he is in tune with 
God. Each Sunday morning thousands of Christians 
and potential Christians assemble in the small church 
schools of Southern Methodism seeking harmonious, 
reverent, satisfying, stimulating worship. How are the 
small church schools meeting the challenge of these 
thousands? What are the small church schools doing 
in order to give these thousands a reverent and worth- 
while worship experience? Can we provide for: those 
who come seeking the possibilities for a worship ex- 
perience that will be reflected in more Christlike lives? 
We must meet their challenge. How? 


For years it seems that the small church schools have 
been giving very, very little time to the planning of 
worship programs. The church school programs are 
practically the same Sunday after Sunday and year 
after year. A few of the members gather about the 
usual time. After waiting for the rest to come, the 
superintendent arises and, in competition with the roar 
of community gossip, brings forth all his persuasive 
talents in an attempt to assemble a choir. These people 
sing two or three songs selected at random and have 
a stereotyped prayer or two, and then the classes take 
their places, with the late comers straggling behind. 
Thus the “opening exercises” have ended. (They are 
rightly named, for true, sincere, reverent worship is 
lacking.) When the classes are over, all reassemble 


D EEP within the soul of every human being is an 


in the main auditorium. The secretary reads the re- 
port, and the superintendent makes some announcements 
while the crowd impatiently awaits the benediction. 


Such procedure begets montony and _ half-hearted 
formalism. 


Are we being truly Christian when we 


carry on God’s work in such a slipshod, haphazard 
fashion ? 

Some small churches are attempting to meet this 
challenge. In January, 1932, the Kemp Church School, 
which has about 150 members, made an attempt to 
start solving this problem. The Local Church Board 
of Christian Education set up as its first committee 
the Worship Committee, which is composed of five mem- 
bers. The first week in each month this committee 
meets and plans the worship programs for the entire 
month. As our basis for planning we use ‘Worship 
Helps for Small Schools,” in the Church School Maga- 
zine. At least a week ahead of time each person is 
notified what contribution he is to make to the wor- 
ship service. As oftentimes it is impossible to carry 
out the worship programs exactly as suggested in the 
Church School Magazine, we adapt them to fit the 
needs of our own situation. One Sunday the inter- 
mediates may have charge of the worship program, 
another Sunday the Men’s Bible Class, etc. In order 
to vary the programs, we divide the responsibility for 
their presentation among the different classes. This 
method serves to strengthen and stimulate the interest 
of the school. 

One factor that has helped to improve the worship 
program was the changing of the church school time 
from ten o’clock, or later, to nine-forty-five sharp. Now 
the classes take their places promptly, with the wor- 
ship period coming at the close of the class session. 
Many advantages have been derived from this arrange- 
ment in our school. The people feel a greater re- 
sponsibility for getting to class on time. The attend- 
ance at the worship service has nearly doubled. A far 
greater number participate in the worship service. The 
behavior of the intermediate boys and girls has been 
entirely changed. Whispering, laughing, and disin- 

(Continued on page 768) 
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EDWARD D. GRANT, Editor 
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No Room 


Rome had cluttered up her highways with caravans, 
And stuffed the inns to the last inch 

With travel-worn and tax-weary pilgrims, 

When the Lord of life came to His own. 

Foxes and birds found shelter for their young, 

But only the kindly cattle gave Him room, 

And lent Him a manger and a bed of fragrant straw. 


Augustus astride the world! 

Jesus in a manger! 

But hark, a chorus in the air! 

Behold! The hills aflame with splendor! 

Augustus gathers unwilling tribute from sullen sub- 
jects— 

Jesus sets the angels singing, 

Turns the manger into a shrine, 

Sets a new star shining in the sky, 

And adoring wisdom lays its tribute at His feet. 


He was fellow of lowly things— 

Contented cattle chewing their cuds; 

Asses munching hay; 

The feel of unplaned wood; 

The smell of straw and fodder; 

The stable boy whistling at his chores; 

And, aswirl about him on that lowly level, 
Mountebanks, cheats, harlots, revelers—saints; 

Toilers begrimed and bent, dodging the chariots; 

And wise men in the vast silence, questioning the stars. 
His infant hands were close to all the vibrant chords 
That quiver with the passion, pain, and stress of men. 


Thou Prince of plain people, Lover of simple things! 
Thou art sharing still the dust and grime of toil: 
Factory, mine, and kiln are consecrated by thy sweat. 
The crimson of thy pierced hand 

Attests the worth of common things. 

And men who climb or delve or dare for truth, 

Still meet with thee in stable, song and star. 


Again along earth’s clanging highways 

The mad crowd surges; 

And again thou wouldst make a starlit Bethlehem 
Of every wayside village. 

Alas, that ranting Pharisees, Herods, Judases, 

And the pleasure-mad, greed drunk rabble, cry 

In one discordant chorus: “No room! No room!” 
But look! The lights flare from a million altars! 
Myriads of children sing, and chimes ring aloud! 


A gladness glows across the earth! 

And in a thousand tongues cries, Hail! 

Hovel and palace swing wide their doors. 

War-weary kings, maimed soldiers, and_ grief-gray 
mothers 

Hear again the angels’ song! 

And a cry rings round the world, 

ALL HAIL! PRINCE OF PEACE! 


—W. W. P.. in Missionary Voice, 





Some Questions Answered 
By F. A. BROWN, Suchowfu, China 


URING my present furlough I have been asked 
over 200 different questions about China and 
missions. I have seventy-one of those questions 

written out before me as I write the following incidents. 

Of all the questions asked, I think this one went to 
the heart of the matter more than any other: 

1. Wuat Does Jesus Curist MEAN TO THE 
CHINESE CHRISTIANS ? 

Mr. Peng is a government student, well-educated 
and intelligent, he has studied the Bible well and was 
applying for church membership. We examined him 
several times. I asked him, ‘Why do vou want to join 
the church and follow Christ?” He replied, “There is 
no meaning in life apart from the Christian religion. 
I ask myself why am I here? What am I here for? 
What is the meaning of life? Only the Christian re- 
ligion gives me an answer.” 


Mr. Hwang, a church member, teaching now in a 
government school, had drifted far when I called on 
him. He was an indifferent Christian. But he said 
to me, “When I go by the street and hear Christians 
singing I long to join them, for I have learned that 
there is no comfort out in the world, only in the church 
can I find real comfort and fellowship.” 

An old woman was slowly, oh so slowly, learning to 
read the Gospel according to Matthew. One day she 
was reading the crucifixion chapter, and began to cry. 
Why are you crying asked the missionary? Came the 
answer, “For me, for me, for me, he died for me. I 
cannot but cry.” 

2. How Do Tuese Curistians Hoip Ovt? 

The courage they showed in facing the Communists 
is the acid test. Between the battles, when it was 
reasonably safe to return to Suchowfu (though some~ 
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times over the protest of our Consul) I several times 
managed to slip back to Suchowfu to comfort the Chris- 
tians; but it really turned out that they comforted me 
not a little by their steadfastness. On one such occasion 
the Chinese pastors invited me to preach in their 
churches (we have four such Presbyterian churches in 
Suchowfu). Each one was being forcibly used as a 
barracks by brutal, scornful, atheistic soldiers. Their 
military cloaks were hanging on the walls of the church, 
above their blankets spread upon the floor. In another 
corner they were washing their clothes, and talking 
all over the church. We begged them to be a little 
quiet for an hour. But the point is that the Chris- 
. tians were coming to worship even against such oppo- 
sition and danger as that. 


3. CAN THosE CHINESE PREACHERS PREACH? 


Most of them are men of average ability and attain- 
ments. Some are really eloquent, most of them handle 
their illustrations well, so that their preaching is in- 
teresting and convincing. One of our ordained men 
took his little boy one day with him as he went where 
Chinese were worshipping idols. The boy, for the first 
time—because he was a third generation Christian— 
saw incense being burned and people bowing down to 
idols. In amazement he asked his father, “Father are 
they not crazy?” ‘Yes,” said his father, “I think 
they are.” This pastor’s illustrations are very original 
and he is one of the most spiritually-minded men I 
have ever met. 


4. As To LEADERSHIP: 


I have seen a Chinese presbytery nursed and finally 
weaned from foreign direction. This took years, but 
now the Chinese presbyters far outnumber the foreign- 
ers. To see that presbytery at work is to get a new 
insight of what the Chinese Church means to those 

hristian leaders. They are independent, they are re- 
sourceful, they have initiative, and they rely much on 
prayer. When Chinese preachers meet together they 
have much more prayer than most of us preachers do 
over here, that is audible prayer, I have no way of 
knowing whether their private prayer is corerspond- 
ingly deeper. 

Recently presbytery took over the complete financ- 
ing and governing of a Christian boarding high school 
and is running it splendidly. This achievement really 
amazed us. 


5. How Do You Break Grounp? 
PIONEER ? 


Mr. Hsing went to Shanghai. 


How Do You 


Why did Mr. Hsing 
go to Shanghai? Down in Shanghai they were holding 
a big convention, thousands of delegates from all over 
China, and they wanted us to send some one who had 
never gone to school, and yet had learned to read in 


one of our night schools. They wanted a grown man. 
So we sent them Mr. Hsing, on his first railroad 
journey, a distance of 400 miles. He told me after- 
wards that, though it was a cold day, yet when he 
finished reading a passage of the Bible they gave him 
at sight, he was so nervous facing that crowd that he 
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found himself perspiring. ‘They tell me he read it 
well. 


You see he was an illiterate farmer owning about 
seven acres of land, and one day happened to pass an 
open door to a little chapel where he heard one of our 
preachers teaching a group of adults how to read. 
“Can’t you come to my village too?” inquired Mr. 
Hsing. “Certainly,” was the reply. So soon after 
the preacher was installed in a tiny room in that 
village, teaching a group by night. There was no school 
of any kind in the whole village. The Bible was the 
chief text-book. After a long course of probation I 
had the joy of baptizing seven young men, including 
Mr. Hsing in that one village. So night schools, es- 
pecially phonetic night schools, are a most effective way 
of breaking ground. They are not unlike the moon- 
light schools of our own mountain sections. These 
night schools are slowing down now for lack of funds, 
and they may have to be closed altogether. 


6. ARE THE PEOPLE FRIENDLY? 


A group of us were returning to our homes, just as 
soon as the Chinese Government would permit us to, 
after they had been looted, and even before our Ameri- 
can Consul advised us to, and while on the train, con- 
versed with a well-dressed, elderly Chinese business 
man from Shanghai. He inquired about famine con- 
ditions in our section, saying that he was on famine 
relief committee. He said, “I am the only black sheep 
in my family. All the others are professing Chris- 
tians.” I talked with him and pointed out the other 
members of the party, especially a woman doctor (a 
missionary) who was returning to her station after being 
driven out. His face lit up, “Oh,” said he, “You 
will yet be the saviours of China.” 


I was handing out tracts and talking in a third- 
class railroad coach, when suddenly a tall countryman 
rather excitedly stood up and exclaimed, “You are a 
Christian? I also am one of you. That is, I am 
studying the doctrine and believe in it. I have just 
begun, I used to gamble but have changed. See I 
carry a Testament. I have not yet been received into 
the church. I live a long ways to the North. You 
Christians seem to be such a happy people.” 


Our fellow travellers were most attentive listeners 
as we conversed in their hearing about the glorious 
gospel. 

I was fleeing for the second time, at the urgent re- 
quest of our Consul, leaving by the last military train 
with another missionary, when we were approached 
by a Chinese friend. He had been one of our students 
and then joined the Northern army. He came down 
to the train and said, “We are greatly ashamed that 
you have to flee from the very people you have come 
to minister unto and to save. Please accept some 
money from me to help defray your travel expenses.”’ 
“No,” said we, “our Church at home takes care of us 
in emergencies like this.” And then he went on to 
say: “I was in Nanking when the communists came 
and looted and killed. I was standing by the road 
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Missions 


when I saw coming down through the city toward one 
of the big city gates a gang of soldiers with Mr. Lewis 
Lancaster in their midst. I could do nothing for him 
because I was in disguise. Had I revealed my identity 
I would have been killed, as I belonged to the enemies’ 
forces, but as I looked at my friend, Mr. Lancaster, 
in such danger, I could not but remember how the 
soldiers led the Saviour without the city through a 
city gate to crucify HIM.” 

The loyalty of the Chinese preachers who knew Mr. 
Vinson and tried to rescue him at the risk of their 
lives should be told by those who were eye witnesses. 

One day we pitched our preaching tent, at a large 
market town, for the first time—no Christian or in- 
quirer there. After two or three days of preaching to 
great crowds that gathered from surrounding villages 
and who listened for hours, I sent to Suchowfu for two 
Chinese young ladies, teachers in our High School 








there. They came for one day, and we held a meet- 
ing for women in the tent, addressed by these Chris- 
tian teachers. The women crowded the tent, sitting 
upon the ground. After talking and singing to them 
for an hour or two, the teachers retired to an adjoin- 
ing yard to rest a bit. But the crowd of women fol- 
lowed them, and again sat on the ground in the yard 
asking them to preach some more.’ One of the women 
reached for the dress of one of the speakers as she 
begged her to come again “and tell us more.” 

Now I do not mean that those women were exactly 
hungering for the gospel, as they heard it then for the 
first time. But there was something about those Chris- 
tian girls that appealed to those women, some gleam 
of hope and comfort in their strange message that they 
wanted to follow up. 


Montreat, N. C. 





‘‘In Heaven Their Angels Do Always 
Behold the Face of My Father” 






By C. H. PATTERSON, Sutsien, China 


HE little girl in this picture has hold of my heart- 
v strings and I make no attempt to deny it. She 

would have hold of your heart, too, if you knew 
all that she has endured and could only appreciate 
the wonderful way she has held on to Christ through 
prayer, in spite of testings that would have shaken the 
faith of her seniors. Mavbe, too, one reason whv 
something funny happens to my throat when I see 
her is because she has such a sublime confidence in 
me, and leans on me and trusts me and loves me with 
a very genuine affection. I am not a foreigner to her. 
I am not a distant pastor. To her I am the bearer 
of a heavenly light and hope. May I never fail her 
or dim that light. 


I had a hard time getting this picture. The parents 
were willing enough, but the little girl refused. At 
first she gave as an excuse that her nice clothes were 
all in another city, and she was ashamed. I assured 
her that this would not materially affect the picture. 
Then from her mother I found out the real reason. 
She could open her eyes in the house all right, but 
one of her eyelids refused to respond in the bright 
sunlight, and she was afraid she would not look nor- 
mal. I persuaded her to try, and the little lady did 
her best with partial success as you can see. 

The story begins three years ago, when, as an eight- 
year-old girl, her eyelids started giving her trouble. 
She would sit in school and hold them up with her 
hands, one at a time, as she tried to keep up with 
her classes. Her parents prayed with and for her. 
I prayed for her and gave her some boric acid which 
I had with me as an eye wash, pending medical diag- 
nosis. Later in the year I saw her again. “Yes,” she 
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said, “I’m praying hard every day and I know the 
Lord is going to make my eyes well.” I persuaded 
her to come to our mission hospital for ten days. Some 
form of paralysis had affected her eyes. She left the 
hospital only temporarily helped, and on returning 
home her eyes steadily grew worse. She quit relying 
on others to pray for her. She prayed herself, daily, 
hourly. Friends and relatives came to see her and 
urged her to give up praying to Jesus and try some 
really potent magical charms. In spite of her wishes, 
they called in witches and Buddhist chanters. Others 
purchased incense and brought to the home. Why, 
thought they, not try the time-honored methods of cur- 
ing disease when the power of this new foreign re- 
ligion was evidently too weak. 

But they failed to take into consideration the de- 
termination of our little girlk She would have none 
of it. From her bed she could hear the preparations 
being made. She resented it from the depth of her 
being and called out again and again that she would 
have none of it. If they sang Buddhist chants, she 
said she would sing Christian hymns until she 
drowned their voices. If they burned incense, she 
threatened to put it out with her bare hands. Let them 
argue and let them plead as they would, it only served 
as fuel to her conviction that in Christ and Christ 
alone lay the cure, or there would be no cure. 

For four more weeks she prayed. She had ceased 
rising from her bed. Her eyes seemed to be getting 
used to sightlessness. Her immediate family had be- 
come reconciled to her blindness. One morning early 
she woke her grandmother up and said: “Grandma, 
I dreamed last night that Pastor Patterson and Dr. 
Patterson both came to see me and told me that my 
prayers had been answered, and that I was all right. 
Sure enough I can open my eyes this morning with- 
out any help and I can see.” To the amazement of 
the family, she has been practically well from that 
night. 


A few months afterwards, she was to be sorely 
tested again, but again the Lord was to justify her 
faith. 


It used to be that I was afraid to baptize the 
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younger members of my church groups because ex- 
perience indicated that the vast majority were not able 
to weather the testings when they came; but now.in 
a number of places it is to the children and young 
people that I look for inspiration and hope, and it is 
from this number that modern Daniels can still be 
found. 

Bandits swept the town one night. No street was 
missed. No home unentered. They came as unex- 
pectedly as the Angel of Death to the Egyptians, and 
all were taken unawares. Our little girl and her 
mother were strapped together and led off a mile to- 
ward the waste land on the south along with hundreds 
of others. Would they be killed? Would they be kept 
to satisfy the lust of a bandit revelry? Would they 
be ransomed? ‘The mother in telling me of the ex- 
perience said that the girl was more calm than she, 
and told her mother not to fear, that the Lord would 
see them through all right, and that if they died they 
would go to heaven. While waiting, a bandit came 
running out from the village and said orders had been 
given to let these two go. The guards obeyed, and 
mother and daughter, not knowing the meaning of it 
all but taking advantage of their temporary freedom, 
ran to the north and safety. 

Within an hour the bandits discovered that a wrong 
order had been given, a mistake had been made. The 
wrong people had been liberated. Those who do not 
know the secret of the Lord’s goodness to this day think 
of them as lucky. We know that the right people were 
liberated, and that the Lord’s hand was in it. 

This picture was taken ten months later. Today 
they are a happy family circle. What though their 
home and possessions were burned, they have not yet 
suffered for food or shelter, and life does not consist 
of the abundance of one’s material possessions. 


(This picture was taken beside the church in the 
home town of the family described above. To the 
back can be seen a picture painted on the wall. This 
is a local Christian artist’s conception of the power of 
sin to bind a man whom only Christ can free. It helps 


much in explaining the gospel to strangers who come 
in.) 





Missionary Arrivals 
and Departures 


Arrivals 


Africa—Dr. and Mrs. George R. Cousar. 


Departures 


China—Dr. Nettie Grier, 
Miss Lucy Grier. 


Korea—Rev. and Mrs. W. F. Bull. 












Miss Lucy Grier, new mis- 
sionary to China 
Miss Grier is the daughter 
of Mrs. M. B. (Dr. Nettie) 
Grier, and was born in Su- 
chowfu, China. She was 
educated in China and Amer- 
ica. She received her B. A. 
Degree from Agnes Scott 
College, Decatur, Ga. R.N. 
Degree from Presbyterian 
Hospital in New York City. 
M. A. Degree and Public 
Health Nursing diploma from 
Teachers’ College, Columbia 
University. 

Miss Grier goes out as a 
nurse, but her station is yet 
to be assigned. 
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Our Korean Home Missions 


(The Island of Quelpart, the Home Mission field of the Korean Church, within the bounds 
of the Southern Presbyterian Mission of Korea) 


By ELISABETH J. SHEPPING 








A new church building with its leader in the Mokpo field. 
The Elder is a Quelpart Island man and now working in 
the Mokpo field and attending the Seminary at the same time. 


HE Island of Quelpart, lying south of Korea, 
T is shaped somewhat like an egg. Rising low out 

of the water, with rugged and beautiful “Halla” 
Mountain, shaped at the top like a miniature “Fuji,” 
in the middle of it, it is a sight to feast the eyes. 
Quelpart, with its history shrouded in the mystery of 
the past! Strange are its language and its customs, 
which thrill even the stoical Koreans, though they dis- 
dainfully look upon the Quelpart Islander as a people 
of doubtful origin and quite beneath themselves. This 
island, with a population of 200,000 and its people 
so different from the Koreans of the Peninsula, rest- 
less, virile, upstanding, frugal in living, thrifty, where 
beggars do not exist, where women divorce the men 
as easily as they please, where women hold market, 
and control the family purse, makes one wonder if the 
story of the origin of its people is true. A castaway 
Chinese and a castaway Japanese woman are supposed 
to be the progenitors of this people. 

Another story is this, that in a beautiful grove, and 
they show you the hole in the ground to prove it, three 
men came up out of the sea, and these became the 
chiefs of three clans, which predominate on the island, 
Ko, Pu, and Yang. Be that as it may, the fact re- 
mains that the island people carry their babies on the 
back, Japanese fashion, also live in unheated houses 
as do the Japanese, and they are kind to animals, also 
a Japanese trait. Cows and oxen do not have the rings 
put through the nose as on the mainland. The Quel- 
part ponies, which are famous in the Orient, roam in 
bands at large over the plains and grassy hills and 
roads, and only the tooting of the auto horn makes 
them get out of the way. 

The islanders are very friendly to Japan and going 
there, to them, is like visiting a cousin. They flock 
to the factories of Osaka and to the industrial cities 
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of Japan. They are not patriotic in the sense that a 
Korean of the mainland would consider patriotism, 
but are materialistic and concerned in getting and mak- 
ing a living! Life to them is not what it is to the 
mainlander. They live coarsely, are sturdier, and have 
quite a tinge of the Scot, when it comes to spending a 
penny. The women are illiterate, the men keep house 
and tend to the children, the women do all the farm 
labour just as the men do on the mainland and the 
women’s work besides. The Korean women never wear 
a hat, but the Quelpart women wear hats and baggy 
trousers just like the men, when going about their 
work or in the fields. They carry wood and water 
and would have served Joshua most excellently. The 
babies are carried in a basket when going any distance, 
and at home are kept in a basket. They are also 
brought to church in it, a custom foreign to the main- 
land. 

The men make the famous Korean horsehair hats 
at home and mind the house, while the women keep 
market and trade and pursue sea diving for seaweed 
and all sorts of shellfish. The former is a staple diet 
of the Korean and the latter is canned by the Japanese 
and sold all over Korea and Japan for food. The 
women dive nine months of the year, the other three 
months the weather forbidding their work at the bot- 
tom of the sea. The Quelpart Sea is a rough treach- 
erous body of water and takes its toll in the lives of 
the divers each year. The women when diving wear 
glass goggles, fastened with a rubber band, and wear 
grass cloth trunks kept by a single strap over the 
shoulder. They use a short knife and a gourd cov- 
ered with a net for the material that they bring up. 
When reaching the surface a sharp shrill whistle is 
heard for quite a distance, this giving the lungs a 
chance to expand fully. They work in bands, and 
after the season is over in one part will go to other 
parts, even to Japan. Though this life is so dangerous, 
yet they make very little now, as all is under a cor- 
poration under Japanese control, and individual diving 
now is not permitted in most places on the island. 

Wood is very scarce, and cow and horse dung is 
dried and used for fuel. Water also is scarce and 
is carried in large earthen bottles set in baskets on 
the back, from the spring near the shore. After the 
tide goes out the women come to the springs in crowds 
to carry the precious water to their homes, for if they 
do not secure it at the proper time there is:no place 
to get water. 

The women wear their clothes in different manner 
from the mainland women. All their ordinary work- 
ing clothes and the clothes of the poorer people are 
stained with persimmon juice in order to keep them 
from moulding, on account of the continually damp 
weather. The persimmon stain turns the clothes into 
a dirty brownish-looking red, exactly the color that 
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the prisoners wear on the mainland. Speaking of 
prisoners, the island has none, for the prison that used 
to be there has been moved to Mokpo, since there were 
so few prisoners and the government has to economize. 
Stealing is unusual, there are no robbers on the island, 
though there has appeared in American a story of the 
treasure caves of Quelpart, which I read this year 
with great interest and the cave which I saw just 
recently. The island boasts of an extinct crater, beau- 
tiful waterfalls, lovely grassy mountains of most un- 
usual shapes, and wonderfully shaped rocks and rocky 
islands near the coast. The whole island is made 
up of volcanic rock. Rocks everywhere, and all the 
fences are made of this rock. ‘The straw roofs are 
made of a rough sea grass and are tied down with 
heavy ropes and weighted down with rocks, because 
of the terrific storms that sweep over the island. The 
islanders suffer greatly from eye disease and many are 
blind, the reason for this is the use of the open fires 
by which they cook, getting the smoke into their eyes 
constantly. They eat barley, millet, seaweed, and 
other seafood, but no rice as the mainland people do. 
Rice with the islanders is used only for sacrifice and 
on state occasions, such as, birthdays or at a funeral. 
They are less conservative than the mainland people, 
but are a very excitable people, and when talking among 
themselves sound as if they were quarreling. Their 
language is a corruption of Korean with the tones of 
the Chinese. They speak Japanese fluently and learn 
it easily. They have the love of trade of the Chinese 
and are energetic and active like the Japanese. 

It is to these people that the Korean Church has 
preached the gospel for the last twenty years. Ever 
since the first class graduated from the Seminary, one 
of the graduates was sent as missionary evangelist, and 
he found on the island a man that had been operated 
on by Dr. O. R. Avison, of Severance Hospital in Seoul, 
the capital of Korea. He had heard the gospel there, 
but heard no more for years till this evangelist was 
sent to the island, and he became its first Christian 
and Elder. 

The fruits of twenty years of evangelization are six- 
teen churches around the island, with five pastors, 
about twelve Elders, one Bible woman, twelve woman’s 
auxiliaries, organized just this month into a presby- 
terial, and a presbytery three years old. Hundreds of 
Christians have gone to Japan, and the Quelpart 
churches have a floating constituency, so to speak. Also 
many have triumphantly entered into rest. Mostly 
all of the Christians have endured bitter persecution. 
The Holy Spirit’s power has and is being manifested 
by the casting out of evil spirits, of which there are 
numbers. Devil worship and snake worship, idolatry, 
ignorance, and superstition are rampant, and, because 
of this there is fierce opposition on the part of the 
islanders to the gospel. A young man driven out by 
his clan, stripped of his clothes in bitter winter, fleeing 
for his life; Christians threatened with death; young 
men and pastors beaten almost to death—these are oc- 
currences not of the past but of the present. Many of 
my personal island friends bear upon their body the 
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“marks” that they have suffered for their Lord and 
Master, Jesus Christ! 

Communism is going strong on the island among the 
young people who have been to Japan and have come 
back having drunk deeply of the poisonous doctrine of 
Bolshevism. It is such as these that surround the 
church and beat up its leader. The most famous, or 
rather infamous, communistic leader lives on the island 
and is an object of close attention of the Government. 
Under such conditions its converts have been won 
to the banner of our Lord! 

We finished our Institute work before the storm 
came, which was a good thing, but I was sorry that 
we could not do the visitation among the people as 
planned. When we left, the storm was over but the 
sea still showed signs of its fury and we were all 
properly seasick. 

Was the trip and the expense of it worth while? 
If counted in dollars and cents, perhaps not. But if 
the Christian fellowship we enjoyed and the comfort 
and the encouragement that the women and the men 
received are counted, then yes. The spiritual truths 
that they learned, and the practical application of 
these principles in their daily lives. ‘The renewing 
of old friendships and the making of new ones was 
one of the joys of the trip. The widening of their 
spiritual and intellectual horizon is of great value-to 
the people. Especially comforting to them was the 
knowledge that we, of the mainland, are thinking about 
them and are praying for them and caring as to their 
spiritual development. ‘ 

The General Assembly is gradually dropping its 
support of this young presbytery which has barely 
learned to walk. It still needs the support of those 
who have helped it along the way. Though we com- 
mit them to God and his Word, yet so many of them 
are weak and ignorant, therefore we must still, for some 
time to come, pray and work for them and with them. 
They have been shown the Way, now it is up to them 
to walk in it. Why be so anxious about them then? 
Because of their dire poverty, their great ignorance, 
their lack of properly trained leaders, their great isola- 
tion, and not least the great and aggressive opposition 
by the fanatical Communistic young men of the island, 
and the superstition of the women who know not God 
and spend their lives in the fear of the evil spirits. 
We gave out thousands of tracts for the auxiliaries 
to use among their people. We gave to all those that 
could read, both men and women, the little booklet 
“How to Find God,” which deals with the subject of 
Regeneration in the most clear and concise way. We 
taught them how to tithe, and gave them the printed 
form of the “Ten Reasons Why I Tithe,”—a transla- 
tion of Dr. Stevens which I made and had printed for 
the women of the auxiliaries in our field. We gave 
them public health lectures, how to raise their children 
and how to prevent diseases, how to keep their homes 
clean, etc. We helped them as to church discipline, 
counselled with them concerning all their personal and 
family problems. A thing that a missionary hardly 
ever escapes is the ever-present pressure of the financial 
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problem that confronts these people at every step of 
the way. But, as Uncle Remus said, “They are not 
alone in that.” Only with the Koreans it’s not living, 
but merely existing. We, that is Mrs. Ohm and I, 
felt that it was very worth while to endure the terrific 
heat and the flies and the crowded conditions of our 
sleeping quarters, being on exhibition for the idle and 
staring eyes all the day, never having any privacy 





for a moment so to speak. God was wonderfully keep- 
ing us, and to him be all the glory for his keeping 
and protecting care over us. We feel the time was well 
spent, and that the Quelpart Presbyterial, that has 
started with such small beginnings, will grow into a 
mighty organization that will count a great deal for 
the Kingdom of God in the days to come. 





The Bravery of Faith in Japan 


(Herotc Stand for the Truth Taken by Certain Japanese ‘‘Cousins’’ of the ‘Hebrew Children’’) 
By WM. C. BUCHANAN, Gifu, Japan 


impression that was made upon us was the 

feverish running hither and thither in search 
of “thrills.” Children of both sexes, voung men and 
women, fathers and mothers of families, as well as 
many already far along life’s highway, were per- 
sistently bent upon the chase after anything that gave 
the least promise of being able to tickle their idle fancy 
for the moment. Herein lies the explanation of crowded 
“movies.” I went to some of these myself, chiefly to 
ascertain what sort of a show was considered worth 
while by the better class of people. ‘There were very 
few that did not seem to us a sheer waste of time to 
sit through, and not a few presented pictures giving 
poorly-veiled hints of immorality. 

One time I came home from a movie both tired and 
almost disgusted. I picked up an old book and read a 
certain portion of it that never fails to give me a fresh 
thrill every time I read it. I was the more amazed 
at the endless lines of humanity ever dashing through 
dust and danger in search of such vapid amusements 
as described above. My dear readers, if you want a 
big thrill, let me recommend the story I have just re- 
ferred to. It’s a real “thriller.” Well do I remember 
when in the days of my childhood my mother and sis- 
ters would entertain me with two stories that never 
failed to keep me quiet, and to prove the very best 
treat that could be offered. 

Here is the story in brief:—In the days of old, ’way 
back in the centuries long before the coming of Christ, 
there lived an all-powerful king. He sent his armies 
into all the surronding countries and conquered them. 
Once upon a time his conquering hordes attacked a 
small country the people of which were famed for 
bravery, independence of spirit, and deep religious con- 
victions. In spite of these, they were overcome, and 
many carried to the capital of the mighty king. Among 
the captives were quite a number of princes, four of 
whom are the heroes of our story. The king ordered 
his chief chamberlain, or steward, to see to it that 
those princes were fed from the king’s table. But these 
four princes “purposed in their hearts that they would 
not defile themselves with the king’s dainties, nor with 
the wine which he drank.” Here was bravery of the 
rarest type. 

In devotion to profound religious beliefs they dared 
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to disregard the commands of a tyrannical King! A 
little later that frightful old king, following the advice 
of some wicked counsellors, who were envious of those 
young princes from a foreign land and wished to de- 
stroy them, had a great image of himself set up on the 
plain of Dura. ‘Then the herald cried aloud, To you 
it is commanded, oh peoples, nations, and languages, 
that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut [ancestor of the saxaphone?], 
psaltery, and dulcimer and all kinds of music, ye fall 
down and worship the golden image . . . and whoso 
falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour 
be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.” 
Again the religious principles of those princes made 
them refuse to obey the decree, in spite of the awful 
penalty announced in the proclamation. We all re- 
member how they were cast into the fiery furnace, and 
how God Almighty saved them and raised them to 
places of honor. 

These incidents in the life of Daniel and his three 
friends are recorded as part of the Jewish history of 
many, many centuries ago. But the principles of the 
true religion do not change. 

A few years ago a young woman, by name of Takano, 
professed faith in Jesus and was admitted into our 
little church in the town of Kano, a suburb of Gifu 
city. Miss Takano has a quick mind, and in the best 
sense is exceedingly independent. The family for some 
reason had become greatly reduced in circumstances, so 
that it seemed to be an impossibility for the two younger 
sisters to be sent through the Girls’ High School. At 
this juncture, Miss Takano took her stand, declaring 
that those girls had to receive the same privileges that 
she herself had enjoyed, and that she would make her- 
self responsible for the financial obligations involved. 

She started a small business, took the younger sis- 
ters to live with her, sent them to the High School, 
and sustained them through the entire course. In the 
meantime, she came in touch with Christianity and ac- 
cepted the faith. Shortly after becoming a Christian, 
an opportunity to enter one of the silk mills, as head 
of the day-shift of operatives, came her way and Miss 
Takano accepted it. In consequence of the special ef- 
forts everywhere being put forward by the government 
in this land to foster the strengthening and propagation 
of Shintoism as the National Religion, Miss Takano is 
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having her troubles, but we rejoice greatly in her un- 
wavering attitude of loyalty to the faith in spite of 
persecution. 

Within the past three weeks a “strike” has taken 
place in the mill where our friend is employed. Let 
me quote the account of that strike, as it appeared in 
The Japan Advertiser:—“In protest against alleged 
religious intolerance on the part of the Company, 600 
employees of the Yatomi mill went on strike Tuesday 
morning and induced operatives on other shifts to go 
slow in their work, in sympathy. 

“The strike arose over the dismissal of women opera- 
tives and Miss Takano, head of the day-shift women’s 
dormitory. The six women employees refused to wor- 
ship before a branch of the Daijingu Shrine, recently 
erected in the compound of the factory, giving as their 
reason that they were Christians. 

“In the opinion of the Company they were regarded 
as dangerous to the spiritual welfare of the rest of the 
workers, and were summarily dismissed when their re- 
ligious views became known. As. the rest of their shift 
came to work yesterday morning, it was learned that 
the six women had been discharged, and the rest of 
the day-group immediately declared a strike in protest.” 

This specific instance of injustice and persecution 
will give the reader a faint hint of the trials of Chris- 
tians in Japan, and the difficulties that are constantly 
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encountered. To those of us who have lived in Japan 
for many years, it is rather surprising to find that in 
the past three or four years a great awakening has 
come over the land. That “awakening” is not of the 
nature of a cultural renaissance, but it is a government- 
ordered rejuvenation of the Shinto religion that seemed 
“good as dead” when we first arrived in this land, and 
for many years had no signs of vitality. But within 
the past few years everything is being done to make 
the very most of the ancient faith, and thereby hangs 
the tale of the above incident which places Miss Takano 
and those five Christian operatives in the goodly com- 
pany of Daniel the Great and his princely friends. 
In view of the renewed emphasis and the vigorous 
propaganda of Shintoism, it takes no prophet to fore- 
tell that such troubles as we have quoted from The 
Japan Advertiser will be greatly multiplied in the not 
distant future. 

The need of the hour in this country on the part 
of God’s children is unwavering faith like that shown 
by Miss Takano and her associates. Nothing short of 
a “faith that can remove mountains,’ and that ever 
manifested in a spirit of unwearying love toward the 
unjust persecutor, can meet the situation as it is here 
today. Will not every child of God offer special pray- 
ers for the young Christians in this country? They 
need your sympathy and intercession. 





NDOUBTEDLY members of the Southern Pres- 
U byterian Church, when they think of the Golden 
Castle College in Nagoya, think of it as a purely 
Japanese institution. Those of us who are working 
with it have also always considered it as such, but re- 
cently it is being forced on our attention that we are 
in a true sense an international institution. 

The photograph accompanying this article will prove 
this assertion. When you look at the picture you will 
say: “Just another group of Japanese girls.” And so 
they are, and they are all students at the Golden Castle 
College. But the point is that those girls come from 
all over the world. Let us look at each one of them 
and see where each one will take us. 

Beginning at the left, we have two round chubby 
little girls, one sitting and one standing. They are 
evidently sisters, and their native place is Chicago, 
Ill. The elder one, at least, knows quite a good deal 
of English. The next one in the standing row is our 
latest addition to this international group and is a 
problem. She was born and raised in Havana, Cuba, 
has only recently come to Japan and speaks almost 
nothing but Spanish. She has had to go into the low- 
est class in school on account of her ignorance of 
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By L. C. M. SMYTHE, Nagoya, Japan 


Japanese. Then comes Mary Shibata, with a bright, 
smiling face. Mary was born in China, then went 
with her parents to London and has come to our school 
from there. She speaks English well and her elder 
brother (not a student in our school) last year cap- 
tured all the honors in the various student English 
speaking contests. Next to her come two girls from 
Stockton, Calif. Of course there are many Japanese 
in California and so these girls are not so unusual. 

The last girl standing on the right is a dear little 
girl named Lily Nakamura, from Terre Haute, Ind. 
She was born and raised there and outside of her 
own family had no Japanese associates at all. Even 
today she speaks very little Japanese and she dislikes 
to go out on the street by herself because people don’t 
realize that she is not an ordinary girl student and they 
don’t understand her lack of knowledge of the lan- 
guage. When she first came to the school last year 
she chummed up with the foreign teachers and seemed 
to feel herself in a bunch of foreigners when she was 
with the other girls in the classroom or on the play- 
ground. 

The second girl sitting on the left, with the pigtail 
hanging down, was born in Kyoto, Japan, but was 
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taken by her parents to London and then to Sydney, 
Australia. She brings the antipodes to our school. 
She is another English speaker. Amy Hattori is the 
pretty girl next to her. She was born in San Francisco 
and comes from Stockton, Calif. Amy is a typical 
American flapper, and to hear her call to the girl above 
her, “Hullo, Mary,” you would think you were right 
back in the U. S. A. 

Then come two Eurasians. The little girl with the 
wavy hair has a Japanese father and an Austrian 
mother. She was born in Detroit, Mich. Next to her 
is Anna Lange with a Japanese mother and a German 
father. She is the only one of the group who has never 
been out of Japan. Her father is a porcelain painter 
here in Nagoya. 
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And the last girl sitting on the right brings us to a 
new country and a new language because she comes 
from Sao Paulo, Brazil, and speaks Portuguese. But 
Nagoya is her birthplace and she speaks Japanese quite 
easily. 

Don’t you think that is an international bunch? 
Haven’t we a right to call ourselves an international 
institution? As long as these girls from abroad speak 
English, we American teachers can help them. In fact, 
these girls have a little club organized among them- 
selves. But when they come like the poor Cuban girl, 
who speaks nothing but Spanish, then they are a prob- 
lem for everybody. I am not surprised that she looks 
so lonesome. 





Superstition Vs. Christianity 


By REV. L. C. M. SMYTHE, Nagoya, Japan 


N NOVEMBER, 1931, Mrs. Smythe had occasion 
to buy some knives such as are used in wood-block 
carving and found a most gentlemanly and courteous 


young master of the shop to which she went—a young 
man of about twenty-four. He immediately asked the 
foreigner about English study, and my wife told him 
of my Saturday night English Bible class. The next 
Saturday the young man, Matsumoto, was on hand 
and became a regular attendant. It soon became ap- 
parent that he did not know enough English to keep 


up with the class, but he developed a strong interest 
in Christianity. He told me afterwards that as soon 
as he heard the first hymn sung at his first class meet- 
ing, he felt he had come to a good place. Through 
the introduction of a friend he began attending a small 
Baptist church in Nagoya and is now a baptized and 
earnest church member. I want to tell some of his 
experiences. 

First, he encountered a great obstacle in the super- 
stitions of his family and friends. On account of sev- 
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eral illnesses and deaths in the family, his mother be- 
came convinced that the God of the well was angry 
because a few years ago, when city water was intro- 
duced, her late husband had filled up the old well 
and built a bathroom over it. She consulted a clair- 
voyant who gave her a beautifully drawn chart show- 
ing her just the directions that would be respectively 
lucky and unlucky for building the new bathroom. The 
boy showed me this chart and was greatly troubled, 
but was greatly helped by my advice to pay careful 
attention to directions, only the directions from which 
the wind blew, the sun shone, etc. But he got into 
deeper trouble once when he was introduced by a 
friend of the family to a god-possesed woman, who 
explained to him that hiccoughing was a sign of the 
presence of divinity. At the seance she had been hic- 
coughing. the man who introduced her had been 
hissoughing, and to my young friend’s great astonish- 
ment he began hiccoughing, too. They worked it out 
that the spirit of his grandmother needed appeasing, 
so he was instructed to offer a cup of tea and a bowl 
of rice with one chopstick in it before the family god- 
shelf, to bow there before his grandmother and tell her 
that her spirit could now find rest, and then at dead 
of night, to take the tea and pour it out at the nearest 
street crossing. 


All this happened before the boy was baptized and 
he obeyed but could not find rest till he came to tell 
me about it. I suppose he thought he was approach- 


ing divinity when he came to my house, because he 


was hiccoughing hard and hiccoughed all the time he 
was talking to me. I prayed with that boy almost as 
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though I were exorcising an evil spirit, and he wound 
up in a paroxysm of hiccoughs, tears, and prayers for 
forgiveness. I have never heard him hiccough since. 
So much for what superstition did for him. Now 
for what Jesus Christ did for him. This boy has an 
older half-brother but by the peculiarities of Japanese 
law all the property is in the hands of the younger 
brother and the older is a pauper. My friend, feeling 
sorry for this older brother, took him to live in the 
shop with himself, his mother, and younger sister, and 
to work in the business. But the elder brother had 
many unpleasant traits of character and at last the 
younger came to feel the only thing he could do was 
to ask him to leave. But just at that time he was 
preparing for baptism, and the night before he was 
to be baptized he heard a speech by Kagawa, who 
said that we must think not only about ourselves but 
we must have a heart for other men and consider them 
also. My friend came to feel that, come what might, 
he could not send his older brother out of the house 
into penury. So a few nights later he called him and 
they had a long talk in which the younger brother en- 
treated the older to stay and work with him as a real 
brother. But when the older one said this would be 
difficult, the younger: said that in that case he was pre- 
pared to offer him the best-selling line of business in 
the shop, and he could take that and go off and set him- 
self up in business. The boy said to me: “I wanted 
to get my brother’s heart—and I think I got it.” The 
result seems to be that they are working quite amicably 
together as brothers. My friend said: “I have come to 
understand the meaning of love, and hereafter I want 
to use the power of love to work for righteousness.” 





By the Side 


of the Road 


By JULIA LAKE KELLERSBERGER. Bibanga, Congo Belge 


’M sitting in a house by the side of the road watch- 

ing Africa pass by. Little did I dream when I 

slipped away for a few moments of quiet, on this 
busy Saturday morning, that instead of answering 
housekeeping calls I should be sitting idly drinking 
in the scene of beauty and pathos before me, and seek- 
ing to share it with you. 

There could be no more perfect setting for a mov- 
ing panorama than that which lies before me. Hills— 
black, brown, blue, green and golden—stretch for miles 
in the distance, topped here and there with lacy palms 
bowing in the morning breeze. Narrow native trails, 
each leading to a hidden spring in the valley, run like 
white ribbons through this mosaic of color. Black spots 
on the landscape show where recent fires have burned 
away the tall brush of the dry season. The brown 
and gold of ripe seed grasses give an autumn touch 
that delights the soul on this cool, African winter 
morning in July. The fresh green of new gardens re- 
veals the presence of water near by, while heavy blue 
mists hang over the more distant hills, shrouding them 


in mystery. To my right lie the red roofs of the mis- 
sion hospital plant, nestling among a grove of trees, 
over which a flock of snow white birds are circling. 
The spire of the new church steeple towers protect- 
ingly over them. On the left, the pointed thatched 
roofs of an African village lie hardly distinguishable 
from the tall grass of the same coloring surrounding 
them. 

Our focus of interest lies in the immediate fore- 
ground, for only fifty yards away is an automobile road 
made of beaten ant hills and soil pressed hard by the 
passing of many bare feet. That broad, white stretch 
forms the visible link between us and world civiliza- 
tion. Without it, we would be as isolated on Bibanga 
Hill, three thousand feet high, as a small island out 
for a swim in the vast ocean. 

It is market day. ‘There pass in front of me dozens 
of bare-breasted women with their short skirts switch- 
ing gaily as they walk, in single file, distances of twen- 
ty or thirty miles to the nearest trading center. On 
their heads are heavy baskets filled with corn or manoic 
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flour, dried fish or locusts, perfectly poised on their flat 
heads. In their arms are naked babies, their small 
black bodies, greased with palm oil, glistening in the 
hot sun. Behind trudge other small children, kicking 
up the dust with their bare toes. They often laugh 
and shout to each other on this gala occasion, in a 
tongue often unintelligible to the white man, even after 
years of language study. 

Coming in the opposite direction is a father carry- 
ing his dead child home on his shoulders while the 
mother walks behind and beats her breast, screaming 
as only a heathen woman can do. Those who have 
heard the mourning wail never forget it. The discordant 
notes rise in wierd contrast to the laugh of the market 
women, who pass by unheeding. This father had 
carried his sick child, day and night, for sixty miles. 
Just as he passed into the shadow of the hospital doors, 
the spirit of his little one passed into the Light of 
eternal day. Now they were retracing their weary 
way with their sad burden and their sad hearts. 

A blind man is being led by his faithful wife to the 
doors of hope. The doctor cannot open his eyes, but 
the Great Physician will cause his heart to see. Four 
brawny men pass in together, their friend in a ham- 
mock. He is bleeding from a cut artery, and during 
the night hours they have sped along the trails, arriv- 
ing just in time. They do not have to let him down 
through the roof, but their faith that the white doctor 
will make their friend well reminds us of Biblical 
times. 

The market has gone wild, for myriads of lecusts 
are passing by. Women have forgotten their wares 
and are wildly snatching the air. The sound of 
wings is like that of a mighty wind. The sky is dark 
with living clouds and the road with polka dots of 
fleeting shadows. The glitter of the sun on each 
bronze body makes a dazzling snow storm, each flake 
winged and singing. ‘This means feasting for the 
moment but fasting for the morrow. The food of John 
the Baptist forms the food of these people as well, 
but the modern plague of locusts leaves a great devasta- 
tion in its wake, as did the Egyptian plague of old. 
Tonight there will be hundreds of fires in the valleys 
and on the hills—natives watching to catch their prey 
while the dew lies heavy upon their wings. As if by 
an enchanted word, our quiet home will be the center 
of a great metropolis, a city of light and color. How 
beautiful are these flickering flames out in the dark- 
ness! I have a friend who prays for the lighter of 
each native fire and for those who shiver and hover 
about them. Oh, that the lives of these people might 
be torches of God, a flaming bush in the wilderness, 
a fiery cloud in the night! 

A red cap is passing. No, we are not in Grand 
Central Station but in a house by the side of an 
African road. In his hand he carries a spear and 
on the spear a letter. He is a state soldier bringing 
an official message. Miles away on this same road, 
another red cap has his face set towards Bibanga. 
He is the mission postman, with a sack of precious 
HOME MAIL on his shoulders addressed to eagerly 

















Waterfall, thirty-five feet high, near Bibanga 


expectant Southern Presbyterian Missionaries. Some 
Christian women are walking by with Letters of Paul 
under their arm. They are God’s postwomen, going 
to the leper camp to deliver His “Mail.” 


At dawn, when the mists are rolling up from the 
valleys and an orange disk appears behind the palms, 
our road is filled with worshippers, their bits of rags 
pulled tightly together and their hands firmly clasped 
on each opposite shoulder to furnish a bit of warmth 
on a chilly morning. As the sun grows warmer, they 
march to school singing the Congo National Hymn, 
or chanting their lessons in a sing-song voice. 


A road of romance as well as reading! When a 
Christian wedding has taken place the bride and 
groom, dressed in all the clothes they can buy or 
borrow, promenade hand-in-hand up and down “The 
Avenue.” Perhaps the groom will wear a cut-away 
coat, or a white duck suit with patent leather pumps, 
and carry a walking cane. The bride is really at- 
tractive in a dark blue print with bright head scarf 
and tropical flowers. All they need is an umbrella to 
make their outfit complete. At the end of their rain- 
bow is a wedding feast of goat meat and manioc bread, 
served in a bridal bower of tropical palms. 

Traffic congestion ahead! The dish has not run 
away with the spoon, but the oxen have run away 
with the cart, knocking over the sun-dial in their 
haste, while the hospital donkey looks on and laughs. 
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Oxen and donkeys and men are our burden bearers, 
bringing heavy loads over the weary miles from the 
nearest railway station or the nearest rock pile. I can 
hear the creak of wagons and the heave of mighty 
men as they strain every muscle to push our burdens 
up the back-breaking hills. I can see the water car- 
riers, their bodies wet with sweat, bringing us heavy 
buckets of cool, life-giving liquid. I feel, as did 
David, when he poured the sacred drops as a sacrifice 
on the ground. 
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As I have watched life pass by today 
days—I have seen a sacred thing. I have been in a 
Holy Presence! I would not be content to remain in 
my house by the side of the road. In a land of foot- 
prints, I would mingle mine and theirs in the road. 
They carry our physical burdens. I would help them 
carry their spiritual ones. I would walk hand-in-hand 
with my black brother and with Christ as our Guide, 
together we will make footprints, not on the sands of 
time but of Eternity! 


and yester- 





Varginha Evangelistic Field, 


East Brazil Mission 


By A. L. DAVIS, Varginha, Minas, Brazil 


ARGINHA is the commercial and geographic 
center of a vast area in the southern part of the 
great State of Minas Geraes. The climate is 
almost salubrious and the possibilities for agricultural, 
grazing, and industrial development is almost un- 
limited. Recently I made an auto trip across a part 
of the field with Dr. John A. MacKay, Executive Sec- 
retary of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A., and he expressed admiration for the natural 
beauty of the country and for its great possibilities 
for supporting a dense population in the future. 
An idea of the enormous size of the field can be 


had by imagining Varginha in the center of a circle 
that embraces the outlying field. The average length 
of the radii of this circle is seventy miles, though 
there is unoccupied territory to the northwest, belong- 
ing to the field, which when occupied will deform our 
circle and take us at least a hundred miles from 


Varginha. The topography of this field being very 
similar to that of the country around Greenville, S. C., 
let us imagine ourselves as stationed there, but the 
Varginha field is utterly lacking in the railroads and 
auto roads that surround Greenville. As one travels 
out from Greenville a distance of seventy miles to the 
north, where does he find himself? I am not sure, 
but judging from the map, I would say away beyond 
Hendersonville, N. C. Seventy miles to the south 
would put him on a line with Greenwood and Abbe- 
ville. Turn toward the west and he would be some- 
where about the Georgia boundary line, and if he went 
east seventy miles, he would be in the vicinity of 
Gaffney. 

Imagine yourself, brother pastor, in such a field, 
and you can understand to some extent our desire for 
reinforcements. Of course this field is not nearly so 
thickly populated as the area around Greenville, but 
a parish that contains approximately 250,000 people 
is impossible to evangelize with one missionary evan- 
gelist and three native helpers. Even if we get a 
part of this field ready to turn over to the Native 
Church in the next four or five years, as we hope to 
do, reinforcements are still necessary. 


You can imagine how scattered my efforts are, and 
how impossible it is to do any intensive work here 
in Varginha. This is a progressive town of about 
fifteen thousand people and would well occupy all my 
time. We have a splendid church building here, and 
there are wonderful possibilities for growth if the work 
could have the proper attenticn. We most sorely need 
here a native evangelist—a kind of assistant pastor— 
to help with the young people’s work and the visiting, 
and to conduct the services in my absence. 

Until 1921 there was no resident missionary in this 
vast field, some of the principal towns received an oc- 
casional visit from missionaries and native pastors 
from the outside. Twelve years ago there was only 
one organized congregation and one Sunday school, 
and those belonged to the “Christian” Church. In the 
meantime our Mission was asked to take charge of this 
work of the “Christian” Church as it was transferring 
its activities to another part of the country. At the 
present we have three church buildings with organized 
congregations, eight Sunday schools, and about twenty 
preaching points. 

Twelve years ago our work was begun here in 
Varginha. ‘Today we have one of the best buildings 
in this part of the country. The congregation is small, 
but there are many who are showing real interest in 
the gospel, and prospects are bright for growth. 

Ten years ago there was not more than a half dozen 
believers in the town of Lambary, and the occasional 
services were held in the home of one of them. Today 
we have a pretty little church with a lot beside it on 
which to build a manse later on. The adult member- 
ship of the church is one hundred and one and there 
are seventy-seven baptized infants, that is, seventy- 
seven children who were baptized in infancy. 

Two years ago the gospel had never been preached 
in Dores da Boa Esperanga. Now there are twelve 
baptized converts rejoicing in their knowledge of the 
Saviour, a large number of pupils in the catechumen 
class, and scores of persons who are regular in their 
attendance at the Church and Sunday-school services. 
It is a delightful experience to hear as one walks 
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through the streets of the town familiar gospel hymns 
being sung by matrons and servants as they go about 
their work. 

A few months ago the little town of Ilicina, ninety- 
five miles from Varginha, had never been visited by 
a minister of the gospel. Twice during these months 
I have visited the place and large crowds have listened 
most attentively to the preaching of the Word. 


THE CHALLENGE OF NEw OpeN Doors AND OF 
More FAvorABLE CONDITIONS 

The towns, villages and farms that have not heard 
the gospel constitute a challenge to advance and to 
take possession of the land for Christ. In this field 
there are almost as many towns without the gospel as 
there are that occasionally have the opportunity of 
hearing it. Alfenas, a town of about ten thousand in- 
habitants, has not been visited in over two years. It 
seems useless to try to open up new work when I am 
unable to look after the work that has already been 
begun. Invitations from populous towns reach me, but 
I am not able to accept them. As I travel over this 
vast territory, visiting only the larger centers of popu- 
lation, my heart goes out to the thousands and thou- 
sands scattered over the country-side for whom abso- 
lutely nothing is being done. On the large coffee plan- 
tations the farm hands live in quarters provided by 
their landlord, surrounding the farm house. Many of 
these farms are populous villages, making it easy to 
get in touch with the country folk. 

It is very evident that the Roman Catholic clergy 
has lost its power to dominate the lives and consciences 
of the people, and the attitude of the people toward 
Protestants has undergone a radical change. I cite one 
example in proof of this: When Rev. Paschoal Pitta 
was a student, some twenty years ago, he spent a part 
of his vacation one year in Dores da Boa Esperanga. 
He tried to make an opportunity to preach there, but 
his efforts were in vain. Year before last, when I 
visited there the first time, the mayor gave me per- 
mission to preach in the town hall and to make use 
of it as often and as long as I wished. Large crowds 
attended the services from the beginning. Not wish- 
ing to abuse the good will of the mayor, we soon rented 
a hall that will seat about two hundred people. Very 
often it is crowded to the limit and overflows. 








So anxious were the people of that town to have 
an American Evangelical school that they rented a 
building, furnished it, and assumed all financial re- 
sponsibility on condition that our Mission would 
furnish the direction. They did this in the face of 
the local priest’s threats to excommunicate all who 
were instrumental in the founding of the school and 
all who patronized it. The school was opened in 
March and has an enrollment of forty-odd pupils, 
representing the best families of the town. 

When I first came to live in Varginha, I was in- 
formed that a former pupil of the Charlotte Kemper 
Seminary had made profession of faith in Lavras, was 
married, and living here. She very seldom attended 
our services, and I learned that her husband was bit- 
terly opposed to the gospel and forbade her attendance. 
I set about trying to win his confidence and his soul 
for Christ. I was always repulsed in my efforts, and 
one day he told me with a cynical air that I was wast- 
ing my time with him—that he had not the least in- 
terest in my religion. He complained that on account 
of his wife being a Protestant and not consenting to 
be married in the Romish Church, the priest would 
not allow him to confess and to take the communion 
and, that being the case, she would be the cause of 
his losing his soul. He maintained a hostile attitude 
toward the gospel, declaring openly his hatred of 
Protestants and the disgust that he felt about his wife 
being a Protestant. 


Perhaps it was out of curiosity that he attended the 
dedication service of our church here in March of 
last year. It was a great surprise to see him at that 
service, and greater still to see him attend the series of 
evangelistic services that followed. Since that time his 
attitude toward the gospel has been completely changed. 
He began to show a deep interest in his soul’s salva- 
tion, and in June of this year he asked to be admitted 
into the church on profession of his faith. He took 
the vows of Christian discipleship in July, witnessing 
a good confession. 

Those of us who know of his debauched and im- 
moral life in the old days, and of his outspokenly 
hostile. attitude toward the gospel, and who now see 
in him a staunch defender of the faith, declare that 
the day of miracles has not passed. 








The Power of the Word 





By REV. ALVA HARDIE, Uberlandia, Brazil 


HERE lives in Uberlandia, Brazil, a man by the 
name of Osorio Pereira. Some eighteen years 
ago, before he became a Christian, he killed a 
man here. He fled into the State of Goyaz and there he 
killed another man. But this time they caught him 
and put him in jail. Often the Protestants visited 
the jail and offered him tracts and Gospels. He con- 
sistently refused them, saying that he was a Catholic. 
He stood his trial, and, through some political friends, 








he came off free. He told me that when he left the 
jail the very first thing that he sought was a new 
revolver, expecting to kill another man who had testi- 
fied against him. But the man had gone away from 
that place. 

Four years later they arrested him again, saying that 
the trial was illegal, and that he would have to stand 
another. When he got to the jail he asked the jailor 
to put him in the same cell that he had occupied be- 
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fore. The jailor told him that there was one man 
already in that cell, but that they could stay together 
if they would be good. ‘They promised to behave. 

Soon the newcomer saw that his companion was 
reading a very queer-looking book, and as he had quite 
a bit of curiosity, he said to the man: ‘What book 
is that you are reading?” 

“It is the Bible, the Word of God. 
it?” 

“No, and I don’t care to know it.” 

“But it is so consoling. Listen to this: 


Don’t you know 


‘Let not 


your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also 
in me. 
“Who said that?” 
“It was Jesus Christ, our Saviour, don’t you believe 
in him?” 


7 
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“Well, yes, but I do not know him very well.” 

Weeks passed, and by the time the trial came off, 
that Book had made a new creature of Osorio Pereira. 

He was again turned loose and he went back to his 
family. He says that God had to put him in prison 
to teach him the love of Christ for him, a poor crimi- 
nal, and that God had sent the Bible into the jail 
before he got there, and into his very cell. 

Osorio Pereira told me that the first time he got out 
of jail, the first thing he sought was a pistol that he 
might kill another man. ‘The second time he came 
out of prison it was to buy “The Sword of the Spirit” 
by which he could turn men to Christ. 

There are many in Brazil who need to know Him 
whom to know aright is life everlasting. 

Will you help us to give them this Word? 





February 1 
February 2—Rev. W. F. Bull, Korea. 


—Miss Lena Fontaine, Korea. 


February 
February 


3—Mrs. Langdon M. Henderlite, Brazil. 
3—Mrs. J. C. Crane, Korea. 

February 3—Rev. Edward E. Lane, Brazil. 
February 3—Rev. H. L. Ross, Mexico. 

February 3—Mrs. J. I. Paisley, Korea. 

February 4—Mrs. A. R. Craig, China. 





February 4—Dr. J. T. Smith, Africa. 
February 5—Miss Ida M. Black, Africa. 
February 6—Mrs. Wm. Hollister, Korea. 


February 
February 
February 


7—Rev. L. C. M. Smythe, Japan. 
7—Mr. M. L. Swinehart, Korea. 
8—Mr. William A. Linton, Korea. 


February 8—Mrs. J. B. Woods, China. 

February 8—Mrs. Felix B. Welton, China. 
February 9—WMiss Lillian Austin, Korea. 
February 9—Mrs. Louis C. Brand, Korea. 
February 9—Rev. W. H. Hudson, China. 
February 9—Mrs. H. H. Munroe, Japan. 
February 9—Mrs. Henry M. Woods, China (Re- 


tired). 
February 10—Miss Susanne Colton, Korea. 


Happy Birthday 






February 10—L. I. Moffett, China. 

February 12—Mrs. L. T. Newland, Korea. 
February 13—Rev. J. R. Woodson, Brazil. 
February 14—Miss Sadie Buckland, Korea. 
February 14—Dr. J. McL. Rogers, Korea. 
February 14—Rev. H. M. Washburn, Africa. 
February 15—Dr. Felix B. Welton, China. 
February 17—Mrs. H. S. Allyn, Brazi] (Retired). 
February 18—Mrs. W. H. Hudson, China, in U. S. 
February 20—Mrs. S. M. Erickson, Japan. 
February 21—Mrs. E. H. Hamilton, China. 
February 21—Rev. L. O. McCutchen, Korea. 
February 21—Mrs. M. P. Young, China. 
February 23—Mrs. Lloyd K. Boggs, Korea. 
February 24—Mrs. A. H. Miller, Africa. 
February 25—Miss Mary Lee Sloan, China. 
February 25—Rev. J. C. Crane, Korea. 
February 25—Rev. F. W. Price, China. 
February 26—Rev. A. L. Davis, Brazil. 
February 26—Rev. C. H. Smith, China. 
February 28—Miss Virginia Allen, Africa. 
February 28—Dr. Wm. Hollister, Korea. 
February 28—Mrs. Vernon A. Crawford, Japan. 











Do Chinese Christians hold out? 

What kind of leaders do Chinese Christians make? 

What is the legend of the origin of the Island of 
Quelpart ? 

What standing do the women have in Quelpart? 

How long has the Korean Church been doing mission 
work in Quelpart? 

Are the Christians in Quelpart persecuted ? 

Who are some of the passers-by at Bibanga? 

Why do the African natives wait till night to catch 
the locusts? 





Hidden Treasure 






How was hiccoughing explained by the clairvoyant in 
Japan? 

What did faith in Christ do for the young master of 
the shop in Japan? 

What brave stand did Miss Takano ‘take? 

What coincidence in Mexico impressed a great lesson? 

What changed the life of Osorio Pereira? 

Who are attending the night school in Patrocinio? 

What is the custom when a child dies in Mexico? 

Tell the story of the little girl and her mother whom 

the bandits released by mistake. 











> off, 
reira. 
o his 
rison 
rimi- 
» jail 
it out 
at he 
came 
pirit”’ 


Him 


red). 


pan. 


yant in 


ister of 


lesson ? 











Night School at Patrocinio 


By MRS. E. E. LANE, Patrocinio, E. de Minas, Brazil 


N CONNECTION with the “Collegio de Patrocinio” 
| we have this year a night school. The teachers are 

all volunteer workers—having taught in the day but 
gladly giving three evenings a week toward teaching 
those so eager to learn at least to “read the Bible.” 
One of the young attractive girl teachers said yesterday, 
“T know all the cooks in town. When I have a home 
some day I shan’t have any trouble finding a servant, 
for I think during the year I’ve had them all in my 
class!” 

One cook at least fifty years old, though like the 
mountain people, “her age wasn’t sot down,” faithfully 
worked all day and made an effort not to miss a night 
for she said, “that word unalphabetica* is a terrible 
word. I don’t want to belong to that class any more. 
And if I could just learn to read a chapter in the 
Bible I’d die happy—I don’t care about numbers nor 
learning to write, but how happy my Sabbaths could 
be, could I sit down and read my Bible.” 

The motive of the school was to give an opportunity 
to our church members to improve themselves. Many 
do not know how to read or write (our largest class is 
of the beginners) and others know. so very little, can 
only sign their names and read very haltingly. I was 
shocked at the number of men and women who wanted 
to learn to add and subtract because it ‘“‘made a great 





lack”—and well I could believe it. One black man, 
who has done his best to give his children some school- 
ing, said that if he could learn just to read one verse 
in the Bible he would be happy. His children are 
in the day school, paying their way by sweeping the 
school. They seem to be kleptomaniacs, for time and 
again I’ve had to “search them” and never in vain, 
and have to keep everything under lock and key around 
them, but I just can’t send them away with no hope 
of bettering themselves. I was just on the point of 
thinking I could not put up with them any more when 
their mother incidentally and gratefully said, ‘Ernesto 
has learned a lot, he already helps us with family 
worship, he reading the Bible and his father and I 
leading in prayer.” The mother also goes to night 
school and takes the baby who sits quietly on his 
mother’s lap while she studies, then goes to sleep—the 
atmosphere in that crowded little room is enough to 
put anybody to sleep! Lighting is a problem; we are 
using kerosene lamps and waiting hopefully for elec- 
tricity. Although our first desire was to help our own 
people, that they might read and study the Bible, quite 
as many others have attended, and it has been a real 
propaganda agency in this town of not only physical 
and mental darkness but of spiritual gloom. 


*Tlliterate. 





OT long ago a student in one of the schools in 
the capital of the state in which we live told one 
of the students in our school that he would get 

him a scholarship in the state school if he would re- 
nounce his religion, that is, become anti-religious. The 
school has no more prejudice against the Protestant 
branch of religion than it has against the Catholic; it 
is against religion of any kind. 

Recently we received a letter from a Christian teacher 
asking for work. He said that in the state where he 
is teaching he would have to renounce his religion if 
he continued to hold his position, and that, furthermore, 
he would be expected to take part in active anti-religious 
propaganda. This he would not do, so he was looking 
for work elsewhere. 

This condition does not prevail all over Mexico, but 
it is growing. Many people have defied age-old cus- 
toms and have turned from the Roman Church, but 
instead of accepting something better they have become 
anti-religious. In the effort to separate church and 
state, in some places the state has gone to the extreme 
of becoming anti-church. 

This movement is not limited to schools nor to any 
one class of people. Miss Gomez, our home mission- 
ary, says she finds its adherents in the most unexpected 
places. Last spring she had an unusual experience 
and opportunity with a group of women who were 
affiliated with an anti-God organization. A few of 


A Coincidence and a Lesson 
By MRS. Z. V. MYERS, Zitacuaro, Mexico 
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Mexican native workers and their family 




















756 THE 
these women had been attendants at the evangelical 
church, but had fallen into this new way. In talking 
to these women, Miss Gomez told them that she believed 
when they came to a crisis in their lives or when they 
were in some great distress they would feel the need 
of God and would want to call upon him. Among 
other things she said to them, “Suppose tonight we 
should have an earthquake, wouldn’t you want God? 
At such a time would you like to feel that there was 
no God to protect you?” 

She mentioned earthquake as a phenomenon that 
causes great distress, accompanied by a feeling of ut- 
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ter helplessness. That night sure enough the women 
felt the earth quake. It was a serious quake on the 
west coast, and very uncomfortable in that part of 
the country. Miss Gomez’s words came to the women. 
They turned to God. They felt that she had been in- 
spired to mention this and warn them. The next day 
she told them that on her part it was a coincidence. 
She had had no premonition of anything of the sort, 
but she was grateful that her words had been blessed 
to bring them back to their senses and to God. They 
assured her that they believed that there was a God 
and that they needed him. 





The Mission of Flowers 


By MRS. Z. V. MYERS, Zitacuaro, Mexico 


NE incidental part of my work is raising flowers 
all the year round. At first I had flowers sim- 
ply because I loved them, but now I have them 

because the Mexican loves them so very much and 
needs them. Our flowers are used for the church, for 
school affairs, on heroes’ days, on birthdays, to cheer 
the sick, indeed, in countless ways, but they give their 
greatest service when death comes into the home of 
one of our neighbors. Every few days some one comes 


for flowers to make a crown for a “little angel,”’ often- 
times for a little brother or sister, many times for a 
godchild. 

It is the custom of the non-Protestants of our neigh- 
borhood, as soon as possible after a child dies to place 


lighted candles at its head and feet and on each side. 
If the family is too poor for four candles, only the 
ones at the head and feet are placed. Then the child 
is dressed like some special saint, usually in white and 
another color, according to the saint. If the family 
cannot afford sheer cloth, the dress is made of crepe 
paper. Then a corona of flowers is placed on its head. 
Wher the “‘little angel” is thus dressed for burial small 
sky rockets are shot outside the house. 

I have asked many people who come for flowers why 
the sky rockets. The usual answer is, “It is the cus- 
tom.” Among some there seems to be the idea of keep- 
ing away evil influences; others have the idea of direct- 
ing the child toward heaven. This custom is just one 
link in the chain of superstition that has the people 
enslaved. 

The sorrowful faces and hopeless voices responding, 
“Tt is the custom,” make one’s heart ache with an inex- 
pressible longing to show them the Christ of love and 
hope and joy, with no meaningless sky rockets and 
candles. We talk to them and give them portions of 
the Bible. The majority of such visitors cannot read, 
but they usually say that they know some one that can. 


Old couple recently converted, being legally married so 
they can be received into the Church 


We give them what help and consolation we can in their 
hours of sorrow, and many are such hours of sorrow 
in Mexico. The birth rate is high; the death rate of 
children extremely high. The parents love their chil- 
dren and do the best they can for them under such a 
custom-bound regime and amidst such poverty. How 
different are the children in the homes where Christ 
has entered and supplanted superstition! How differ- 
ent and happy and hopeful are the parents! 
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$270,862.38 
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$ 78,011.20 
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How Shall We Greet Thee? 


How shall we greet Thee, 








Who in lowliest manger 

Blessed the wide world with infant hands outspread; 
How shall we meet Thee, 

Never more a stranger, 
But Lord of all, with crowns upon Thy head? 


Yea, Thou dost need us! 
Since Thou lov’st to tarry 

In lowly hearts and dwell among Thy poor; 
Wilt Thou not lead us, 

That our hands may carry 
Our gold and incense to some humble door? 


This is His manger, 
This His Bethlehem lowly— 


A world of sorrow, need and bitter woe; 
This is the Stranger! 
By His love most holy, 
Let us bring gifts and unto Bethlehem go! 


—Clara Thwaites. 





Plea for a Forgotten Cause 


By REV. R. H. McCASLIN, D. D. 


GREAT Church leader in America has said, 

“The Church that deserts its missionaries is 

apostate.” The plea that Home Missions makes 
to the Church today is not to enter new doors of op- 
portunity and service; it is not to be allowed to make 
a new advance into inviting territory; it is not to be 
permitted to answer the pleading cry of the Mace- 
donian here at home. The plea that Home Missions 
makes today is simply for the church to hold what it 
now possesses. It is the plea of the Forgotten Cause. 
This, plea comes from the mountains where heroic men 
and women are nobly serving the Church in difficult 
places; it comes from the multitude of immigrants who 
are looking to the Church for the gospel of light and 
hope; it comes from the frontier where our mission- 
aries are struggling against unspeakable odds; it comes 
from the dense centers of population where mission 
stations have been planted and where men need the 
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gospel of Jesus Christ; it comes from one thousand 
Mexican communities in Texas where no Protestant 
Church of any kind is yet to be found; it comes from 
millions of Negroes in our Southland who look to our 
Church for the gospel; it is voiced in the cry that 
comes in eight different languages from the Foreigner 
in our midst. It is the appeal of the Forgotten Cause 
of the Church. 

Yet Home Missions is the Cause that lies at the very 
basis of all church work,—the Home Base. This is 
the agency that plants churches, that maintains and 
strengthens churches, that grows _ self-supporting 
churches. The strength and loyalty of the home base 
is fundamental and to neglect it is suicide. Yet Home 
Missions is fighting for existence today in our branch 
of the Presbyterian Church. The downward trend in 
Home Mission giving by the church continues. The 
receipts for this great cause for the first few months 
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these women had been attendants at the evangelical 
church, but had fallen into this new way. In talking 
to these women, Miss Gomez told them that she believed 
when they came to a crisis in their lives or when they 
were in some great distress they would feel the need 
of God and would want to call upon him. Among 
other things she said to them, “Suppose tonight we 
should have an earthquake, wouldn’t you want God? 
At such a time would you like to feel that there was 
no God to protect you?” 

She mentioned earthquake as a phenomenon that 
causes great distress, accompanied by a feeling of ut- 
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ter helplessness. ‘That night sure enough the women 
felt the earth quake. It was a serious quake on the 
west coast, and very uncomfortable in that part of 
the country. Miss Gomez’s words came to the women. 
They turned to God. They felt that she had been in- 
spired to mention this and warn them. The next day 
she told them that on her part it was a coincidence. 
She had had no premonition of anything of the sort, 
but she was grateful that her words had been blessed 
to bring them back to their senses and to God. They 
assured her that they believed that there was a God 
and that they needed him. 
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for flowers to make a crown for a “little angel,” often- 
times for a little brother or sister, many times for a 
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It is the custom of the non-Protestants of our neigh- 
borhood, as soon as possible after a child dies to place 


lighted candles at its head and feet and on each side. 
If the family is too poor for four candles, only the 
ones at the head and feet are placed. Then the child 
is dressed like some special saint, usually in white and 
another color, according to the saint. If the family 
cannot afford sheer cloth, the dress is made of crepe 
paper. Then a corona of flowers is placed on its head. 
Wher the “‘little angel” is thus dressed for burial small 
sky rockets are shot outside the house. 

I have asked many people who come for flowers why 
the sky rockets. The usual answer is, “It is the cus- 
tom.” Among some there seems to be the idea of keep- 
ing away evil influences; others have the idea of direct- 
ing the child toward heaven. This custom is just one 
link in the chain of superstition that has the people 
enslaved. 

The sorrowful faces and hopeless voices responding, 
“Tt is the custom,” make one’s heart ache with an inex- 
pressible longing to show them the Christ of love and 
hope and joy, with no meaningless sky rockets and 
candles. We talk to them and give them portions of 
the Bible. The majority of such visitors cannot read, 
but they usually say that they know some one that can. 


Old couple recently converted, being legally married so 
they can be received into the Church 


We give them what help and consolation we can in their 
hours of sorrow, and many are such hours of sorrow 
in Mexico. The birth rate is high; the death rate of 
children extremely high. The parents love their chil- 
dren and do the best they can for them under such a 
custom-bound regime and amidst such poverty. How 
different are the children in the homes where Christ 
has entered and supplanted superstition! How differ- 
ent and happy and hopeful are the parents! 
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Who in lowliest manger 

Blessed the wide world with infant hands outspread; 
How shall we meet Thee, 

Never more a stranger, 
But Lord of all, with crowns upon Thy head? 


Yea, Thou dost need us! 
Since Thou lov’st to tarry 

In lowly hearts and dwell among Thy poor; 
Wilt Thou not lead us, 

That our hands may carry 
Our gold and incense to some humble door? 


This is His manger, 
This His Bethlehem lowly— 


A world of sorrow, need and bitter woe; 
This is the Stranger! 
By His love most holy, 
Let us bring gifts and unto Bethlehem go! 


—Clara Thwaites. 
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GREAT Church leader in America has said, 

“The Church that deserts its missionaries is 

apostate.” ‘The plea that Home Missions makes 
to the Church today is not to enter new doors of op- 
portunity and service; it is not to be allowed to make 
a new advance into inviting territory; it is not to be 
permitted to answer the pleading cry of the Mace- 
donian here at home. The plea that Home Missions 
makes today is simply for the church to hold what it 
now possesses. It is the plea of the Forgotten Cause. 
This, plea comes from the mountains where heroic men 
and women are nobly serving the Church in difficult 
places; it comes from the multitude of immigrants who 
are looking to the Church for the gospel of light and 
hope; it comes from the frontier where our mission- 
aries are struggling against unspeakable odds; it comes 
from the dense centers of population where mission 
stations have been planted and where men need the 
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gospel of Jesus Christ; it comes from one thousand 
Mexican communities in Texas where no Protestant 
Church of any kind is yet to be found; it comes from 
millions of Negroes in our Southland who look to our 
Church for the gospel; it is voiced in the cry that 
comes in eight different languages from the Foreigner 
in our midst. It is the appeal of the Forgotten Cause 
of the Church. 

Yet Home Missions is the Cause that lies at the very 
basis of all church work,—the Home Base. This is 
the agency that plants churches, that maintains and 
strengthens churches, that grows _ self-supporting 
churches. The strength and loyalty of the home base 
is fundamental and to neglect it is suicide. Yet Home 
Missions is fighting for existence today in our branch 
of the Presbyterian Church. The downward trend in 
Home Mission giving by the church continues. The 
receipts for this great cause for the first few months 





THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


of the Church Year were 3314 per cent less than for 
the same period last year, and last year the gifts were 
less than for twelve years. How long can this continue 
and the cause so vital, so fundamental to the whole 
Church live? The Executive Committee has reduced 
its appropriations again and again, applying alike to 
workers in the office and in the field; it has reduced 
its operating expenses 27.3 per cent and two Secre- 
taries are. now doing the work formerly done by four. 
It has reduced its cost of literature and printing 59 
per cent; it has reduced its rent for office rooms 50 per 
cent, and has practiced every other conceivable economy. 
It has been forced by the neglect of the Church to go 
on a cash basis, which means that there could be no 
guaranteed salaries for home missionaries but that they 
must go to the fields on faith, work on a “sharing 
basis” and receive only their proportionate part of the 
Church’s Home Mission contributions. This has meant 
increased hardships for the home missionaries, whose 
salaries even when assured are totally inadequate for 
their needs. To render uncertain their already meagre 
support makes it doubly hard on these deserving and 
uncomplaining servants of the Church. 

Assembly’s Home Missions has long suffered and 
continues to suffer at the hands of a Church that seems 
to have forgotten this cause. Presbyteries have re- 
duced their askings for this work; Church courts have 
taken from this cause’s percentage to add to other 
causes. Whenever a new enterprise was to be under- 
taken, a new cause to be supported, or a reduction to 
be made, Assembly’s Home Missions has been made 
the source of supply. How long can Home Missions 
live with such treatment ? 

We can no longer say that Home Missions is. even 
holding her own. That day has long since passed. 
The Church has compelled the Committee to surrender 
work promising and inviting; to turn fields over to 
other agencies for maintenance; to close doors of op- 
portunity that opened into fruitful fields of service; 
to retreat in the face of the command from the great 
Captain, “Go forward.” Home Missions is the for- 
gotten cause of the Church, and this is where we are 
weak—not in the Foreign Mission field where heroic 
service is being rendered, but at home where we have 
forgotten so worthy a group of our brethren. Our 
failures are home failures made so by inadequate sup- 
port, by constant neglect, by poorly sustaining a cause 
that is itself the supporting base of the whole Church. 
I am pleading for better treatment of this great cause 
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that lies at our very doors; for the cause that can 
help to make America a Christian nation; for the 
cause so terribly neglected today. The Church has no 
greater duty than that of making and keeping America 
a God-fearing Nation and a blessing to all the world. 
There is no duty greater for the Christian and the 
patriot than saving his own land. 

The gifts that are coming this year from our Every 
Member Canvass to Home Missions cannot possibly 
suffice. A great outpouring of sacrificial gifts during 
Self-denial Week in January is now absolutely neces- 
sary to save the work. A mighty demonstration of 
loyalty to our Church is required this month to pre- 
vent another disastrous retreat. A new devotion to so 
fundamental an undertaking, a better treatment for the 
people who serve so faithfully in so many places, a 
rediscovery of the Forgotten Cause and tthe giving to 
it a rightful share in the love and gifts of the Church, 
all this and more is required now if Home Missions 
is to survive. I make my plea to the loyalty of the 
Church and voice the needs of faithful, uncomplain- 
ing, and poorly-paid missionaries serving dependent 
peoples in hard places, asking fair treatment for them 
at the hands of the Church for their work’s sake. 

What response will the Church make in January 
to this appeal for recognition? What answer will she 
make to her home missionaries who are asking to be 
permitted to continue their work? The need now is 
urgent and demanding. It calls for earnest prayer, 
for generous giving, and for a new loyalty to the Lord 
Jesus whose we are and whom we serve. 


Second Presbyterian Church, Memphis, Tenn. 
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Franklin D. Roosevelt, writing in the June 

American Magazine, calls attention to the fact 
that we are facing today an unbalanced condition 
between the three great sources of economic stability, 
Agriculture, Industry, and Finance. To meet this the 
National Industrial Recovery Act has been applied. 
This unbalanced condition of our economic structure 
has caused an unbalanced condition of mind. Some- 
one has wisely observed that ‘“‘to change the nation’s 
state of mind is desperately more important than the 
means we take to change it. Any means to do that. 
If not these means, what others, we do not know.” 
Some great attempt must be made to restore real and 
permanent prosperity. The crux of the whole prob- 
lem is “to guarantee our great body of workers the 
largest and best opportunity for permanent employ- 
ment at high wages.” 

“The Primer of the New Deal” proposes that: 
“There are eight basic economic needs to be met: 

1. The worker must have an adequate annual 
income with sufficient purchasing power to care 
for himself and his dependents. 

2. The income must be steady and permanent. 
A man cannot plan if he doesn’t have some as- 
surance of steady work. 

3. The income must increase as the worker’s 
experience and efficiency increase and as his actual 
needs increase. 

4. The income must be well managed so that 
its adequacy and steadiness will be increased and 
unforeseen emergencies may be met. 

5. A portion of the income must be saved and 
properly invested for a rainy day. The govern- 
ment should provide a safe place for such savings. 

6. The worker should be insured either by 
himself or by the government, or both, against: 

(a) loss of work and unemployment 

(b) temporary sickness causing inability to 

work 

(c) permanent incapacity for work 

(d) inability to work due to old age 

(e) death, causing loss of family income. 
This means that a portion of his income must be 
put safely aside in a fixed trust to care for all 
these emergencies. 

7. The worker’s property should be properly 
insured at reasonable rates against loss by theft 
or sudden destruction. 

8. The worker should be able to borrow rea- 
sonable amounts of money at reasonable rates. 

These are the basic needs of every worker, man or 
Woman, in all walks of life. They apply with equal 
force to the farmer, the merchant, the industrial work- 
er, the professional man and to all employees.” 

To this end the Special Session of the Seventy-third 
Congress passed fifteen major acts. It is not the pur- 
pose of this article to touch upon these laws, only as 
they bear upon the condition of our home missionary. 


Mii LEWIS HOWE, the adviser of President 


An Appeal for Justice to an Inarticulate Group 
By REV. GROSHON GUNN 
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This brief reference is made to relate the present situa- 
tion of government with the present condition in our 
Church. ‘We are now face to face with one of the 
three greatest events in American history, according to 
a prominent journalist: (1) the Revolutionary War 
which gave us our independence, (2) the Civil War 
which united us as a people, and (3) the National 
Industrial Recovery Act which will put the Federal 
Government in direct control of business for a period 
of two years and possibly longer.” ‘We are,” says 
Walter Lippman, “in the midst of one of the great 
revolutionary periods of history, and upon our genera- 
tion and its successors the task is imposed of discover- 
ing a multitude of new relationships among the people 
of the planet.”” One must pause when he reads from 
a study group in Ohio State University their estimate 
of the cause of the condition in our land today— 
“Early man fought nature. Then he turned to fighting 
other men. He was not satisfied with his conquest 
of nature. He was greedy and selfish and wanted the 
world for himself alone. Man is still fighting man. 
He is afraid of him. He hasn’t learned to live and 
let live. He is a selfish acquisitive animal that must 
rule or ruin. Even the softening influences of the les- 
sons of the great Christ have failed to tame the savage 
beast in him. Will he never learn to be his brother’s 
keeper? Until he does, the weak shall be stricken 
down and the strong shall rise in their strength.” 


THE CHURCH’S PREAMBLE 

The above paragraph is quite enough to furnish the 
Church with her preamble of service to the nation and 
to the world, in this hour. Dr. Homer McMillan, our 
Executive Secretary of Home Missions, has shown the 
genius of a statesman in his report to the 1933 Gen- 
eral Assembly when he said, ‘Never in the history of 
America was there greater need for the under-girding 
and stabilizing work of the Christian Church, and never 
was the abandonment of our aggressive Home Mission 
work fraught with greater peril! There is absolutely 
no hope for our republic apart from the Christian 
Church. The very existence of the Church is dependent 
upon Home Missions. Subtract Home Missions and 
the Church ceases to live. If the Church is taken out 
of America her heart is gone, her glory has departed 
and her epitaph may as well be written. 

“If we are in danger of violent and revolutionary 
changes in the United States, as many thoughtful stu- 
dents of conditions believe, it is not too much to say 
that Home Missions is the most important single enter- 
prise of the Church today. Revolutions will not come 
from people who make up our conservative self-sup- 
porting Presbyterian churches in the older communities, 
but from people who live on the margins and fringes 
of our economic life, where suffering and discontent 
are greatest. It is in those places and among those 
people who have not been taught of God and do not 
know the saving power of Christ, that the Church has 
its opportunity and Home Missions has its work. The 
only assurance of a democracy in America, wise enough 
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to rule and good enough to be trusted, are hearts made 
new in the love of Christ. The primary need of Amer- 
ica is not social reorganization but spiritual regenera- 
tion. If the Church is weakened here through indif- 
ference and neglect and the battle for righteousness is 
lost in America the next decade, God pity the rest of 
the world.” 


SEVEN SOBERING SENTENCES 

This 1933 Report of Assembly’s Home Missions in- 
cludes some other sobering sentences : 

1. “If the Church is weakened—and the battle for 
righteousness is lost in America the next decade, God 
pity the rest of the world.” 

2. “In a period of five years the Assembly’s Home 
Mission income has decreased 50 per cent and the finan- 
cial increase gained during thirteen years has been 
lost.” 

3. “If additional funds are required for some cause 
in which there is a special interest, instead of scaling 
all the Assembly’s causes proportionately most often the 
full amount is taken from Assembly’s Home Missions.” 

4. “During the past few years, living in commu- 
nities among people unable to give, with forced reduc- 
tion in Assembly aid, many home missionaries have 
been in dire circumstances.” 

5S. “On April 1, 1932, it was necessary to reduce 
appropriation of the preceding year $56,144, and be- 
tween October 1 and February 1, three cuts totaling 40 
per cent were made, and in March only 50 per cent of 
salaries could be paid.” 

6. “When within three years the gifts to Assembly’s 
Home Missions fell off $124,000, the expense for pro- 
motional work decreased 50 per cent.” 

7. “While our own home missionaries and their 
families suffer for the bare necessities of life, the 
Southern Presbyterian Church gave more per capita to 
public philanthropic and welfare work than any other 


Church in the Stewardship Council of twenty or more 
churches.” 


Our Homr MIsSsIONARIES 


_We have 574 home missionaries. They are in fifty- 
nine Presbyteries or seventeen Synods. They serve 627 
churches, 278 Sunday schools, and 900 communities. 
That is a noble group of the Church’s choicest soldiers. 
No wonder Dr. P. D. Miller, our Educational Secretary 
says: “It takes every ounce of energy to keep the job 
going.” Think of cutting down the salaries of 574 
men and women (to say nothing of the little mouths 
they have to feed) 40 per cent in four months, and 
only half paid for the month following. 

In the light of the cause of our national distress 
diagnosed as being “selfishness,” what an asset is this 
“forgotten man” to this great country of ours! He is 
barely holding the thin front lines against sin, selfish- 
ness, and crime. In his hands rests the safety of the 
Republic. 

Let us reread the “Eight Basic Economic Needs” 
laid down by our economists, and ask what the Church 
is doing to supply these for him. Then let us weigh 
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the “Seven Sobering Sentences” and see that the 
Church’s failure to properly support runs through them 
all. 


Wuat SHALL THE CHURCH Do aout It? 

I suggest the following things: 

1. Do Something! Applying the observation made 
above relative to our national industrial condition: 
‘To change the home missionary’s present condition is 
desperately more important than the means we take to 
change it. Any means to do that. If not these means, 
what others?” 

2. Keep the home missionary in the center of the 
picture. ‘In the Home Missionary enterprise the mis- 
sionary holds first place.” Methods must be subser- 
vient to men. 

3. Initiate a Congress of Home Mission Leaders of 
the Protestant Church in America, for the immediate 
purpose of readjusting the entire work, according to an 
established ‘‘code.” 

4. Let our Moderator call together at once a con- 
ference of representatives from Presbyterial, Synodical, 
and Assembly Home Missions, to unitedly consider 
emergency relief for every home missionary within the 
Church. In this conference let the following items be 
attempted : 

(a) To ascertain the financial support abso- 
lutely needed for the balance of this 1933-34 
Church year, of all Presbyterial, Synodical, and 
Assembly Home Mission agencies. 

(b) To include this amount in a great “Home 
Mission Chest,” and to take immediate steps to- 
ward securing definite pledges, payable on speci- 
fied dates, from both churches and individuals. 

(c) To make the response to the above appeal 
more effective, in order that Home Missions may 
be “personalized to evangelize,” let individual 
home missionaries, churches, schools, hospitals, 
and missions be the definite responsibility of those 
whose support is enlisted. 

(d) Definite support of those churches or in- 
dividuals not able to assume a large share, let 
‘Home Missionary Partnerships,” be issued for 
some specified amount (say $100) and for smaller 
amounts—‘‘Junior Home Mission Shares.” 

(e) Let a movement be initiated in the con- 
ference whereby an overture will be sent to the 
1934 Assembly asking for an Emergency Home 
Mission Act to be passed, placing all Presby- 
terial, Synodical, and Assembly Home Mission 
work under the direction of an Assembly’s Home 
Missionary Council, which will embrace the en- 
tire program of Home Missions in the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States for a period not 
longer than two years, beginning October 1, 1934. 
This Emergency Act to serve as a means to remedy 
a heart-breaking and perplexing churchwide situa- 
tion, and as an experiment in attempting a unified 
program. 

There are many difficulties in these and all other 
proposals for definite remedies. These have been made 
from “an entirely un-professional attitude.” 
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our beloved nation is in the very throes of a real revo- 


lution. Without the Blood of Jesus Christ it may at 
America stands 


any time become bloody revolution. 






Let the Southern Presbyterians keep in mind that 
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at the turning of the ways. 
Human brotherhood must win. 
must prevail. 

Bluefield, W. Va 


She faces a new day. 
The spiritual dynamic 





Home Missions and the American Ideal 






By MARK A. DAWBER 


in religious history. Nowhere in the world do 

we find the amazing opportunity presented on 
the American continent. Here we have the several for- 
eign mission tasks rolled into one. Here, for the first 
time in history, the Eternal God is seeking to bring 
forth a new people of every race and clime, to give 
birth to a race that shall be flesh and blood and bone 
of every race in the world, a brotherhood of men 
founded upon the common heritage of the fatherhood 
of God. 

In The Epic of America, James Truslow Adams con- 
tends that our chief contribution to the heritage of the 
race lies, not in the field of science or literature or art, 
but in the creation of what he calls the American 
Dream—a vision of a society constituted of all races 
in which the lot of the common man will be made easier, 
his life enriched and ennobled. This is only partially 
stating the case, but, at that, it is the vision that has 
been the moving force in our history, and because of 
that we should set ourselves to the task of revitalizing 
and reconstituting it. 

This would seem to be the goal of our responsibility, 
because men must have something to live for: men and 
women crave a tangible purpose toward which to strive 
and which lends richness and dignity and meaning to 
life. To make this vision and purpose possible to the 
neglected peoples of the isolated rural sections, as also 
to the submerged masses of the cities, is largely the 
task of home missions. Until recently, the very word 
“America” has been synonymous throughout the world 
with democracy, and symbolic to the oppressed classes 
of all lands of hope and opportunity. Child of the 
revolutionary ideas and impulses of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, the American nation became the embodiment of 
a bold social and spiritual experiment and the cham- 
pion of a new power to develop the capacities and re- 
deem the souls of common men and women. 

This demonstration of freedom, as the result of our 
unique place in the world, has at last reached to the 
corners of the earth and everywhere impelled the human 
will to rebel against ancient wrongs. And although 
these ideals have never been realized or perhaps fully 
accepted anywhere in the United States, and have al- 
ways had to struggle with contrary forces, they are, 
nevertheless, the basic ideals of American life, and 


T's American home mission enterprise is unique 


_ have their authentic roots in the religion of Jesus. They 





are the values for which America has stood before the 
world during most of her history, and with which the 
American people have loved best to associate their 
country. 

It is becoming increasingly clear, however, that this 
tradition, if its spirit is to survive, will have to be re- 
constituted in the light of the great social trends of the 
age in which we live. This democratic heritage, with 
its religious sanctions (for we must ever remember that 
the American democratic tradition was born in the 
cradle of the Christian religion), was largely a product 
of the frontier, free land, and a simple agrarian or- 
der. Today, a new and strange, closely-integrated 
economic system is rapidly sweeping the world. 
America is the center of an irreconcilable conflict be- 
tween the two opposing forces. On the one side is the 
democratic tradition with its religious sanctions and 
inheritance of the past. On the other side is a system 
of economic life which increasingly partakes of the 
nature of feudalism. Both of these forces cannot sur- 
vive. One or the other must give way. Unless the 
democratic tradition is able to organize and conduct 
a successful attack on the economic system, its com- 
plete destruction is inevitable. If democracy is to 
survive it must seek a new economic foundation, a 
foundation that will be consistent with the new eco- 
nomic demands, but at the same time will retain the 
religious sanctions out of which it grew and without 
which it has no basis of survival. 

Home missions came into being as an integral part 
of this democratic ideal. The history of America and 
of our national development is the historv of home mis- 
sions, The frontier, free land, democracy, are synony- 
mous with home missions. With the closing of the 
frontier, the exhaustion of free land, the growth of 
population, the coming of large-scale production, the 
basis of ownership has been transformed. Home mis- 
sions had its inception in the days when life was gov- 
erned by the economy of scarcity, when population al- 
ways tended to outstrip food supply. Now, home mis- 
sions must find the way to adjust itself to a new and 
far more difficult economy, the economy of plenty, 
which the growth of technical industry and agricul- 
ture has made possible; the conditions are funda- 


mentally altered. There was a time when the Ameri- 
can had something in his make-up of the frontiersman 
This is now a thing of the past. 


and the freedman. 
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America has been settled up and the Americans must 
settle down. This will create for the home mission 
enterprise an entirely new situation and will require 
a different policy and strategy in planning its work. 


It is natural and understandable for men to fight 
when there is scarcity. For them to fight over the 
material goods of life in America today is sheer in- 
sanity. Through the courageous and intelligent re- 
construction of their economic institutions they could 
all obtain, not only physical security, but also the 
luxuries of life and as much leisure as men could ever 
learn to enjoy. As these possibilities in our society 
begin to dawn upon us, we are all, I think, growing 
increasingly weary of the brutalities, the stupidities, 
the hypocrisies and the gross inanities of contemporary 
life. We have a haunting feeling that we were born 
for better things and that the nation itself is falling 
far short of its powers. 

The fact that other groups refuse to deal boldly and 
realistically with the present situation does not justify 
those of us who are entrusted with the spiritual ideals 
and aspirations of the people in a policy of hesitation 
or equivocation. The times are literally crying for 
a new vision of American destiny. The Church should 
eagerly grasp the opportunity which the fates have 
placed in her hands. To refuse to face the task of 
creating a vision of a future America of today is to 
evade the most crucial, difficult and important task 
that confronts the Church at this moment. 


While I realize that home missions is only part of 
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the Christian task, the fact remains that the self- 
supporting church becomes self-sufficing. The re- 
sponsibility for proclaiming and demonstrating the 
democratic principle, and of providing a place of re- 
ligious refuge, of giving a living example of equality, 
of opportunity, of religious privilege, rests largely upon 
home mission agencies. The public schools have not 
begun to face this task. Our political institutions have 
lost the vision and are now powerless to represent this 
distinctive American tradition. In the Church of 
Christ alone remains the quality of purpose that will 
keep alive this tradition and carry it forward to its 
ultimate achievement. 

Only through such a legacy of spiritual values will 
our children be enabled to find their place in the world, 
be lifted out of the present morass of moral indiffer- 
ence, be liberated from the senseless struggle for ma- 
terial success, and be led to high endeavor and 
achievement. To this the home mission enterprise 
must bring its peculiar genius. If we are to become 
mere disbursing agencies, then, of course, there is little 
that we can do to help in this remotivating process. 
The fact that we do have direct responsibility to a 
great constituency of workers is one that needs our 
most careful consideration. It is at this point that 
the Laymen’s Report would have a similar bearing 
upon home missions as upon foreign missions. What 
have we done to reconstruct the thinking of the lead- 
ership of these churches and their communities? What 
are we doing now; what do we propose doing tomor- 
row?—From The American Missionary. 





Veteran Home Missionary Honored 
From THE HUGO (Oklahoma) DAILY NEWS 


Mrs. J. P. Gibbons of Goodland that, she is one 
of ten citizens of Oklahoma who have been se- 
lected as leaders in the various fields of life. 


The selection of Mrs. Gibbons comes as a reward 
for services rendered, and those who have watched the 
work which she has been doing at Goodland declare 
that the honor has been merited and comes as a reward 
for having performed one of the most outstanding 
works of any person of this community. 


She came to what is now Oklahoma in the early ’90’s 


and for a time taught among the Chickasaw Indians, 
but came to Goodland as a teacher in 1898. 


She is a native of Arkadelphia, Ark., but left there 
with her parents when three years old and went to 
North Carolina, where she received her early training. 
In 1884, the family moved to Texas and she finished 
her education at the teachers’ training school at 
Weatherford. 


She was married in 1902 to Reverend J. P. Gibbons 
who had been doing missionary work at Goodland for 
many years, and she has been serving the Goodland 


Tx Oklahoma Memorial Association has notified 


Indian Orphanage as a teacher or treasurer since com- 
ing there in 1898. 

She and the other nine citizens of the state who have 
been selected will be honor guests at a banquet in the 
Biltmore Hotel in Oklahoma City, on Statehood Day, 
November 16, where they will receive public reward in 
recognition for services to the state. 

In addition to her services at Goodland, Mrs. Gib- 
bons has two outstanding distinctions. When state- 
hood came, F. M. Hughes was elected county super- 
intendent of Choctaw County and, under the law at 
that time, teachers’ certificates were granted by a board 
of examiners, appointed by the county superintendent, 
and Mr. Hughes appointed Mrs. Gibbons as chairman 
of that board, and she served with the other two mem- 
bers of the board, who were Lee Stubbs, and H. G. 
Bennett, who is now president of the A. and M. college. 

The other distinction is the fact that she was the 
first woman colonel appointed by any governor in the 
state. Her commission came from W. J. Holloway, 
during a brief visit to Goodland by him in 1930, when 
Governor Holloway established the state capitol at 
Goodland for a day. 
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Letter from a Home Missionary s Wite 


DEAR SECRETARY OF HOME MIssIons: 

Since my husband is a home missionary here in 
Cleburne County and I am secretary of this cause in 
our presbyterial, I feel it my duty, and my privilege, 
to tell you something of our work. Naturally we feel 
that it is the greatest Home Mission work in the synod. 
Perhaps you would enjoy using your imagination and 
pretend that you are spending the week-end in our 
home at Heber Springs, Ark. I am glad you came in 
time to attend all the church services with us today. 


We have just ten minutes tc get to Sunday school 
here in Heber Springs, but, since the church is just 
around the corner, we will have plenty of time. The 
people are very cordial to all visitors and they are 
very considerate of their pastor and family, too. We 
have a live auxiliary and a good Christian Endeavor 
Society. Of course there are so few members in the 
auxiliary we have to hold more than one office. For 
instance, I hold the office of Vice-President, Secretary 
of Spiritual Life and Evangelism, and Secretary of 
Synodical and Presbyterial Home Missions too. I have 
the same offices out at Sugarloaf, with the exception 
of Vice-President. 


The Superintendent is calling for the report of the 
Sunday-school Secretary. I guess I must have talked 
too long. Sunday school is over, my husband is con- 
ducting the children’s service and the people are 
gathering for the worship service. We have preaching 
service in Heber every Sunday morning. After the 
service we must rush home and eat cold lunch (because 
I cooked it before we went to church), wash the dishes 
and get on our way out to Sugarloaf in order to get 
there in time for Sunday school, which begins at two- 
thirty. The road is rough and muddy, and it is four 
miles out. , 

We are just in time, too, and they are beginning 
Sunday school. It is grand to see and hear people 
sing when they put their souls in it, isn’t it? Mv 
husband preaches here every Sunday afternoon except 
the afternoon of the first Sunday, when he goes to 
Brown School House for a service. When the preach- 
ing service is over (and everybody stays for it), we 
will have the pleasure of attending the auxiliary. It 
is marvelous the way these dear women “carry on” in 
spite of the fact that some of them cannot even read. 
We were proud of them this year and last year when 
they were 100 per cent in the “Survey” reading con- 
test. Some of the women read to those who could not 
read, in order to do the full work. They do these 
things because they have a mind to work and their 
souls are hungering and thirsting for the gospel. 

Perhaps you are wondering about our beautiful little 
log church. When my husband first began work out 
here the people had no place to worship but that old 
house you see in that field. It had neither doors nor 
windows and very little roof. When the weather got 
cold, one of the families gave the use of a front room 
in their home. We then organized the Sugarloaf Pres- 
byterian Church, with ten adult members. By spring 
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The new Sugarloaf Presbyterian Church, erected by volun- 
tary labor and a small gift from Assembly’s Home Missions 


so many people were attending our services that the 
room would not hold them, and the members decided 
to build a log church. The land was given, and tim- 
ber and logs were contributed. All the men helped and 
no one could receive any money for his work. Through 
Dr. McMillan and the Assembly’s Home Mission Com- 
mittee we secured enough money to pay for the doors 
and windows and floors. When the building was nearly 
finished, we began a meeting. ‘The pastor and men 
worked on the building during the day and attended 
worship and preaching every night. ‘Twenty-seven 
were received into the church on profession of faith. 

I hope you are not tired now, because we must rush 
home, eat a little and go on out to Center Ridge. It 
is eight miles to Center Ridge and the road is rocky 
and rough. We will have to hurry to get there before 
the young people’s program begins. And what a group 
of young people. Sixty-three of them, fine-looking 
young people, and only one in that whole group who 
has made a profession of faith. And that one since 
we began helping here. But several of them are think- 
ing seriously and we feel sure it won’t be long now un- 
til most of them accept Christ as their Savior. It is 
simply wonderful the way each one stands up and says 
his part on the program. But the house is full now 
for it is almost preaching time. People walk three and 
four miles, mothers carrying their babies, and it seems 
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that almost every woman has a baby. They let them 
sleep on the floor or run about, and sometimes they 
pull at the legs of my husband’s trousers as he 
preaches, but he goes right on. The thing that grips 
one’s heart is the intense earnestness of the people as 
they sing and as they listen to the preaching. Now 
we are on our way home. The children are half asleep, 
for it has been a hard day on them too, and we are 
tired. But our hearts and souls are at peace, for we 
feel that we have done our best for God and others. 

It is Monday morning and I am sorry to have dis- 
turbed vour rest last night. An old lady whose 
daughter lives at Amity received word in the night that 
her daughter was dead. The lady had no money with 
which to pay her expenses to Amity and wanted my 
husband to take her. It was about two o’clock. No, 
she could not pay him. She couldn’t even pay the gas 
and oil bill. My husband had to bear all the ex- 
pense himself. Oh, yes, he went. Last week a man 
who has a wife and four children came to get my hus- 
band to take them to Pine Snag. They had been 
turned out of their house because they could not pay 
the rent. It was raining and the roads were very bad, 
and it was twenty-one miles over there. They had a 
three-weeks-old baby and the mother was nearly sick. 
They had no money either. Did he go? Oh, yes, he 
went. We cannot turn away from people in distress 
like that. He had to bear all the expense again and 
it was an all-day trip. But there is so much work 
like that to be done, and it makes it very hard on a 
man who has a family of six to care for, and only re- 
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ceives fifty-seven dollars a month salary. Yes, the 
Home Mission Committee pays us fifty dollars a 
month and Heber pays about seven dollars a month, 
and the other churches out in the country give us food, 
potatoes, butter, wood, etc., and do what they can. 
They do not have any money but they will do what- 
ever they can for us, and we seem to get along all 
right. Somehow God has a way of making up to 
those who have hardships to bear. And we are happy 
in his service. 

Next Sunday we will follow the same schedule, only 
we will go to Snell for the night service instead of 
going to Center Ridge. Snell is twelve miles from 
Heber, on the river, and had not had any religious 
work done in their community for ten years before we 
began trying to help. They have Sunday school every 
Sunday morning, and preaching service two Sunday 
nights each month. The house is always full and the 
people are becoming more interested every service. We 
feel sure that we will be able to get them to organize 
a church soon. 

My husband has found six communities in our 
county without any religious work. Two of them are 
begging us to give them regular help. ‘How long must 
they wait!” rings in my heart all the time. Money 
and helpers are needed so badly . . . . I wish I could 
tell you more about it, but I must stop. Visit us 
again. God bless you. 

(Signed) 
(Mrs. C. M.) Epna Boyp. 
Heber Springs, Ark. 





The Heart of Home Missions 






By REV. JOHN McDOWELL, D. D. 
Moderator Presbyterian Church U.S. A., and Secretary Home Missions 


States and Canada may mean to other organi- 

zations today, there can be no doubt about 
what they mean to the missionary agencies in these 
countries. They mean at least three things: 

1. A challenging opportunity to affirm their 
belief in Home Missions in terms of the Chris- 
tianity of the New Testament. 

2. An imperative demand to put first things 
first in the Home Mission enterprise. 

3. An inescapable responsibility for the projec- 
tion of a united cooperative program which will 
eliminate the waste of spiritual energy and of 
consecrated money. 


We are under peculiar obligations to give serious at- 
tention to each of these vital subjects. We cannot blind 
our eyes to the present situation and to the demands 
which are growing out of it. The hope for the nations 
and for the world is to get Christianity understood, 
accepted, and embodied. 


WY ‘states and the present conditions in the United 





THE CHALLENGING OPPORTUNITY 


Let us first of all frankly and fearlessly face the 
challenging opportunity before us today. ‘The future 
of the missionary enterprise, in the last analysis, will 
be determined by the type of Christianity upon which 
it is based. Hence, it is important for us to settle at 
once this question which in recent days has again 
been opened. The missionary enterprise from the be- 
ginning has been based on the Christianity of the New 
Testament. Again and again when the right and place 
of the enterprise has been questioned, we have had to 
turn to the New Testament for its final justification, 
as the only authentic record of the facts and truths upon 
which Christianity is based. 

What, then, is the essential character of Christianity 
according to the New Testament? By “essential” we 
mean that without which Christianity is not Christian. 
Fortunately the New Testament is not silent nor in- 
definite on this vital question. It is clear and posi- 
tive and consistent. The writers insist that Christian- 
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ity is not mere discovery of a few devout seekers after 
truth, or a brilliant invention of a gifted young Jew 
of Nazareth, who in a moment of spiritual exaltation 
dared to think of God as his Father and man as his 
brother and who died a martyr’s death in loyalty to 
these convictions. 


Nor is the Christianity of the New Testament an 
induction reached by the study of reverend and pro- 
found minds, gathering a truth here and there from 
the religious ideas of Egypt, India, Greece and Rome. 
The New Testament asserts that Christianity in its 
essential character is a distinct and definite revela- 
tion—a message from God himself—making known to 
men that which they can absolutely depend upon and 
which they could not find out by their own natural and 
unaided faculties. 


Of course, every religion purports to be more or 
less of a revelation. Both the Old and the New Testa- 
ment remind us that “God has not left himself with- 
out a witness.” Our claim for the Christian message 
is not, therefore, unreasonable in itself or peculiar. 
But the New Testament goes further and insists that 
Christianity in its essential character is a distinct reve- 
lation of God in and through a Person, and that Per- 
son is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Son of Man, 
the Saviour of the world. Apart from Christ, New 
Testament Christianity has no distinct message, no 
saving power, no inspiring ideal, no assured hope, no 
abiding joy. Eliminate Christ from New Testament 
Christianity and its essential character disappears, its 
words are empty, and its vitality and reality vanish. 
Bereft of the irresistible spell of its Founder, Christian- 
ity would pass into an intellectual and ethical theory. 
It would cease to be a religion and become just another 
of the many philosophies of the ages. Take Christ out 
of history, and the Face of God the Father suffers an 
eclipse. 

In these days, however, there is a serious and sus- 
tained attempt to discount the place of Christ in Chris- 
tianity. We are told that ‘“God’s relation to man 
would be simple enough if Jesus Christ had kept out.” 
We need to turn again to the old record of the Chris- 
tianity of Christ and there learn that Christianity, 
when true to its essential character as revealed in the 
New Testament, is not a discovery or an invention, 
nor yet an induction, but is a clear and definite self- 
revelation of God in and through Jesus Christ. 

This makes Christianity more than a system of 
ethics, though it has revolutionized ethics; more than 
a method of worship, though it has given a new char- 
acter to worship; more than a philosophy of life, though 
it has given philosophy, itself, a new interpretation 
and application. In its final terms, the Christianity 


of the New Testament is a revelation of a new life, 
founded on the following historic facts: ‘That Christ 
died for our sins, according to the scriptures; that he 
was buried and that he arose again the third day, ac- 
cording to the scriptures” (I Cor. 15:3-4). Take these 


facts away and you rob Christianity of its essential 
character, 


You make it merely a message of “good 
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advice” rather than a message of “good news” to a 
sinful, sorrowing, suffering world. 

In the light of this teaching and in the light of the 
facts of today, Christianity assumes a momentous 
significance for all missionary enterprises. If mis- 
sions are to retain their place and power in the life 
of the world, they must hold fast to the great historic 
facts and truths concerning Christ essentially as they 
are narrated in the New Testament, and also to the 
great spiritual fact that in the God whom Christ has 
revealed to us there is abundant forgiveness for all the 
past, motive power for all the needs of the present, 
and assurance of abundant life for the future. Any- 
thing less than this is not true to the essential char- 
acter of Christianity as given in the New Testament, 
nor will it satisfy the elemental spiritual needs of the 
individual or of human society. 

What makes Christianity a triumphant religion is 
not its law of love, but its love of Jesus. The heart 
of Christianity—that which gives it creative power, 
which sends out missionaries, which save sinners, which 
builds churches, which produces character and enriches 
civilization—is not a precept but a personality. The 
supreme thing in the Christianity of the New Testa- 
ment is not Jesus’ teachings, however superior, but 
the spirit of his life; not interest in an ethical code, 
but loving and obedient discipleship. 

We agree with Dr. Henry Van Dyke when he says, 
in his Gospel for an Age of Doubt: 


“It is certain that this age of ours, with its ruthless, 
critical spirit, with its keen historic sense, will never 
respect the intelligence, though it may acknowledge 
the goodness, of a man who professes to speak in the 
name of Christianity, without proclaiming as the core 
of his message the Divine Christ. To imagine that we 
can adapt our preaching to this age of doubt by weak- 
ening, concealing, or abandoning the truth of the deity 
of Christ is to mistake the great need of our times. 
It is to seek to commend our gospel by taking away 
from it the chief thing that men want, an assurance 
of sympathy and kinship with God.” 


Let Us Put First THIncs First 


In the second place, let us face with equal frankness 
the imperative demand growing out of the present con- 
ditions, which is that we put first things first in the 
missionary enterprise. Never was there an age that 
asked more earnestly than our own that we Christians 
proclaim our message, or confess that we have no mes- 
sage to proclaim. The men of our day want to hear 
the man who has a message and who is ready to pro- 
claim it fearlessly and honestly at all times and in all 
places. We make a mistake when we conclude that 
the people do not want a definite and positive Chris- 
tian message. That is just what they do want and are 
willing to hear. The people are saying to their spiritual 
leaders and teachers today, just as they said to Moses: 
“Go thou and hear all the Lord, our God, shall speak 
unto thee, and we will hear it and do it.” 

What men want now is the essential message of 
Christianity translated into the thought forms of pres- 
ent-day life. They want this message delivered with 





























moral and spiritual authority so that it will grip and 
command the mind, the conscience, the will, and the 
heart. The people are hungry for the great spiritual 
verities of religion. They are tired of doubts, and 
speculations, and abstract theories. What they are 
asking for today is not more sermons, but more soul 
messages; not more services, but more spiritual life; 
not more ceremonies, but more Christlikeness of char- 
acter. Men want a message today that will catch the 


ear and change the heart of the sinner, win the mind | 


of the scholar, and satisfy the soul of the saint. Only 
one message will do that—the gospel of Christ, which 
is the essential message of Christianity, the proclama- 
tion of which is the primary function of missions when 
they are true to New Testament Christianity. 

In these.days when Home Missions are called upon 
to do so many things, and to be so many things to 
the community, all of which are important in their 
place, we do well to go back to these early records 
and remind ourselves that according to this Commis- 
sion the primary task of all Christian missionary 
agencies is not vague and indefinite, but real and 
definite, that it is nothing less than to be a living 
witness to Christ and for Christ in every community. 

While Home Missions have other functions which 
are of great value to the community, even these, apart 
from the primary function of Home Missions, will 
sooner or later disappoint the community and be dis- 
counted by the people. The ideal for every Home 
Missionary agency ought to be a saved soul in a saved 
body, living in a saved community. Home Missions 
will succeed in proportion as they win the affection, 
confidence, support, and loyalty of the people by doing 
their work, by witnessing to and for Jesus Christ. Ap- 
parent success on any other basis, political, financial, 
agricultural, educational, social, or sensation, means 
for Home Missions a living death. If we minister to 
life, personal and social, in this ministry, we will re- 
spond to the three deepest and most universal desires 
of mankind, namely, the desire for peace and the desire 
for power and the desire for service. 

To be effective Home Missions in our day must 
claim for Christ an absolute dominion over all the 
life of men and of nations. When based on New 
Testament Christianity, Home Missions must aim at 
more than the salvation of the individual: they must 
aim at a society on earth known as “the Kingdom 
of God.” Present world-wide conditions make it clear 
that there can be no social advance apart from the 
Kingdom of God, and no hope for the Kingdom of 
God apart from individuals who are filled with the 
Spirit of God and dominated by the ideals of that 
Kingdom. It is still true that inward regeneration 
precedes outward; that “out of the heart are the issues 
of life.” Home Missions that witness to Jesus Christ 
will soon reveal the fact that the secret of all in- 
dividual life is acquaintance with God, and the su- 
preme source of acquaintance with God is Jesus Christ. 

If we are to be true to their primary task, Home 
Missions must be unflinchingly loyal to the divine com- 
mission and close to the needs that call them into exist- 
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ence. We must attend strictly to our specific job and 
not attempt to duplicate the work of other institutions. 
There must be a deepening of the conviction that Home 
Missions exist because man has a soul that needs to 
be saved and needs nurture,—worship, sympathy, love, 
hope, and the cultivation of the spiritual life. Scrip- 
ture, history, and experience unite in saying that Home 
Missions exist primarily to lead men to repentance, to 
give them faith in God, teach them high ideals, to 
equip them with motive power: in a word, to make 
men open and loyal disciples of Jesus Christ. 

While Home Missions will not adopt any of the 
socialistic programs, they must be the exponent and 
agent of the social impulse for human betterment. We 
must hold fast to all that is good in the past and ap- 
preciate all that is better in the present in order to 
establish the rule of God. In other words, Home 
Missions must embody the backward look, the recep- 
tive mind, and the forward push. To accomplish this 
high purpose Home Missions must excel all other 
forces on the field by the effectiveness of its methods, 
and in the wisdom, power, and spirit of its representa- 
tives. The primary need is not more ecclesiastical au- 
thority, more equipment, more money, or more men, 
but more of the Spirit of Christ actually lived by 
his disciples and effectively applied to all the serious 
problems of human society. 


Our PRESENT RESPONSIBILITY 


In the third place let us with courage face the in- 
escapable responsibility which is growing cut of the 
present conditions. It is obvious to all thoughtful men 
that we must unite our own forces before we can effec- 
tively urge other forces to unite. We must federate 
our own groups before we can demand the federation 
of other groups. One of the most heartening features 
of the present religious situation is the widespread, 
though often inarticulate, demand for an effective co- 
operation, not only in terms of spirit but in terms of 
actual service. 

Overlooking and overlapping are as great impedi- 
ments to the coming of the Kingdom of God as are 
inertia and indifference. Home Missionary agencies, 
like the individual, may have a one-track mind. The 
harder they work, the deeper is the rut into which 
they fall, but fortunately our denominations are stirred 
today as never before by a longing to rise out of the 
grooves of custom, an inherited method and conventional 
piety, and federate our efforts to advance those primal 
Christian truths which underlie all divergencies of 
creed or race. Emancipated minds in all denomina- 
tions are rising above the separating barriers, are look- 
ing over the man-made fences and learning that the 
garden of the Lord is larger than their own little door- 
yard. 

If we cannot settle ancient disputes, we can, at least, 
ignore them in the name of the Lord. If we cannot 
remove these mountains and cast them into the sea, we 
can bore through them or carry the King’s highway 
around them. This denominations are now honestly 
striving to do. We shall not meet the inescapable 
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responsibility for better codperation by lamenting the 
failures of the past, but in constructive planning for 
the future. There never was a day when the need 
of collective leadership and collective service in the 
missionary cause was more imperative than in our day. 
The whole future of the work will be determined by 
the response that we make to this imperative demand. 

The General Education Board, when entering the 
foreign mission field through codperation with the 
churches in medical work in China, frankly declared: 
“We do not now propose any great thing in Missions 
unless we can do it together.” Christian givers are 
saying today that ‘‘anything not done together is not a 
great thing, or an abiding thing.” This attitude in 
time will, no doubt, affect the whole nature of the 
missionary enterprise. The call of the day is this: 
“Simplify your message, heal your divisions, combine 
your resources, and unite your forces.” Stronger 
churches federated in every noble cause will mean abler 
ministers; superior young men will be attracted to the 
pulpit because it will seem more worth while to be 
there, when freedom shall be granted for prophecy and 
also from financial stress. Stronger men of God in the 
pulpit will mean more respect for religion in the com- 
munity; more ethical authority operating among young 
people; more attention to the church among business 
and professional men. 

We must have more power in the pulpit and more 
piety in the pews before we can have better government, 
fewer speakeasies, fewer divorces, more righteous busi- 
ness and industrial methods. We must have better 
churches with wiser leadership and closer codperation 
before we can have a higher civilization; and we must 
appeal more effectively to all people before we can 
have these wiser ministers and stronger churches. To 
make Home Missions victorious we need not only re- 
generation but reorganization, not only spiritual dy- 
namics but more effective and economic mechanics. We 
need today intensive, rather than extensive policies, not 
simply more wheels in the machinery but a religious 
output of greater personal, civic, and ethical value. 
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It is evident that what is needed today in the Home 
Missionary enterprise is not so much an intellectual 
demonstration of Christianity as a practical embodi- 
ment of Christ in personal, economic, political, and 
social life. Everything is ripe for this kind of mis- 
sionary service. Faith in the God revealed in Jesus 
Christ has not collapsed. Home Missions in terms of 
New Testament Christianity has nothing to fear from 
any modernism or modern rival. Christianity holds the 
clew to all other religions because it sets forth, not as 
symbol but as its ultimate personal reality, One who 
is the desire of all nations. What has been discredited 
in the missionary enterprise today is not the Christi- 
anity of the New Testament but a reduced, com- 
promised, conventional, souvenir Christianity. So long 
as Home Missions are based on the Christianity of the 
New Testament and so long as we proclaim the gospel 
of Christ as our primary function, and so long as we 
seek to operate through a united, codrdinated, codpera- 
tive program, so long will the cutlook be bright and 
the results permanent. 

When Home Missions refuse to meet the call of 
human need from any field they will cease to share in 
Christ’s passionate love for men, women, and little 
children. We must never forget that the power of 
Christianity as a Home Missions’ force is the measure 
of the Spirit of Christ, not the size of the budget, or 
the excellency of the equipment, or the number of sup- 
porters. In this tragic hour we need to remember 
that the Christianity of the New Testament is self- 
sacrifice and burden-bearing, not self-pleasing and 
self-indulgence. What the followers of Christ need to- 
day is to have awakened in them a sense of personal 
obligation which will make clear that the Home Mis- 
sionary enterprise is not the Church’s after-thought, it 
is Christ’s forethought; it is not secondary and optional, 
it is primary and vital. Christ put it into the heart 
of his gospel. We cannot really see him or know him 
or love him unless we know and love his ideal for 
us, and that ideal is embodied in the missionary en- 
terprise—From The Missionary Review of he World. 





Spice Box 


1. What Christmas gift is most needed this year? 
Why? 

What is the plea of Home Missions today? 

Why is Home Missions spoken of as the Home 
Base? 

4. America is the center of conflict between what 

opposing forces? 

5. Who is Mrs. J. P. Gibbons, and how was she 

honored ? 

6. How many Home Missionaries are aided by As- 

sembly’s Home Missions and in how many 

presbyteries and synods do they labor? 


Do 


ww 





7. What does Dr. Gunn suggest that the Church do 
for the Home Missionaries? 


8. Who is Mrs. C. 
work ? 


M. Boyd and where does she 


9. According to Dr. McDowell, what three things do 
present conditions in the United States mean 
to our Home Mission Agencies? . 


10. What do scripture, history, and experience unite 
in declaring to be the primary reason for the 
existence of Home Missions? 
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A Christmas Suggestion 


E ARE approaching another Christmas season 
when Christian people ought to spend less upon 
themselves and thus have more to give to 

others. Thousands of persons are now seeing the mat- 
ter in this light as they never saw it before, and we 
believe there will be a great outpouring of love gifts 
this year for God’s children who may be entirely be- 
yond the family circle. 

Of course the usual Christmas boxes will be sent 
to Home Mission workers and all of them will be 
appreciated. It is in this manner that Sunday-school 
children can best express themselves toward the mis- 
sionary’s home and work. After all many of us grown- 
ups are just children again at Christmas time and 
doubtless we too will enjoy the fun of sending some 
boxes. 

Most adult people, however, will appreciate and un- 
derstand the peculiar reasén for making a Christmas 


gift of money this year. The Home Mission salary 
was never large, and now it has reached a low point 
that really shames the heart of the Church. Some who 
read these lines may be moved to send a check for 
adding to the Christmas resources in one or more of 
these homes. In the course of our work we naturally 
learn where the needs are greatest and will be glad 
to see that gifts reach these places. All funds received 
for this purpose will be acknowledged, and passed on 
at once without revealing the names of the donors. Any 
designated gifts will be handled strictly as we are 
directed. 

This is not to be construed as an appeal, but only 
a suggested method for transmitting gifts to points of 
greatest need in the Home Mission family. Send 
checks to Homer McMillan, P. D. Miller or A. N. 
Sharp, 573 West Peachtree Street, Atlanta, Ga. 

Atlanta, Ga. 





Planning the Worship Program in the Small Church School 


(Continued from page 740) 


terest that once prevailed, have given way to quiet, 
sincere worship. As we have church services only 
every other Sunday, the closing worship period serves 
as a substitute for the church service. On church 
Sundays, it serves as an inspirational prelude to the 
church service. The whole church has begun to catch 
a gleam of what real worship is. 

Our church school has only started to solve this 
question of how we can have better worship programs. 
During the year 1933 we hope to accomplish still greater 
things. The main aim for this year is to institute a 
mid-week worship period. In this period we plan to 
provide for a brief devotional, for choir practice, study 
courses, and social entertainments. 


Most of our charges are small-town or rural churches. 
When we do not plan our worship programs, we are 
failing to give the majority of the people enriched 
worship experiences. People need worship experiences 
just as much as they need food and sleep. Let all of 
us strive to make our worship services deeply reverent. 
There is a wealth of material—books, pamphlets, and 
magazines, which we can use in planning our worship 


programs. In the smallest church schools the true 
spirit of worship may so abound that the ~ ~rshippers 
may be able to say with the Psalmist ~ “T was 
glad when they said unto me, Let us ge the house 


of the Lord.”—Reprinted by permission from the 
Church School Magazine, May, 1933. 








THE CHURCH CALENDAR OF PRAYER—1934 


Will help you to pray intelligently for every department of your 
Church’s work. 


Order from 
PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 
Box 1176 


Price, 15 cents 


Richmond, Va. 
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